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Fundamentalists  Petition 
Against  Feminist  Book 


IMPORTANT 


ADULTS  ONLY! 


The  following  are  actual  excerpts  from  the  book,  "Our  Bodies.  Ourselves:" 

PAGE  39  Chapter  entitled  SEXUALITY— ‘  When  I  made  love  with  Jack  I  felt  like  he 
was  feeding  me.  1  felt  full  with  histMBI  inside  me.  When  I  wasn't  with  him 
I  would  feel  hungry  again.  Often  1  didn’t  havemBHR  1  kept  coming  back  to 
him.  though  it  was  an  impossible  relationship,  because  1  needed  to  be  fed  Later 
I  realized  he  was  mothering  me.  I  was  asking  him  to  be  my  mother.  That  was 
a  revelation!  '  Page  also  has  photograph  of  a  nude  woman 

PAGE 42  Section  entitled  SEX  IN  OUR  IMAGINATION  -  OUR^^NTASIES 

had  fantasies  of  having  to  drinkflHftfrom  a  man  s^^IPwhile  he  was^^^^M 

PAGE  47  Section  entitled  SEX  WITH  OURSELVES  -  MASTURBATION— "It  s  exciting 
to  make  up  sexual  fantasies  while  masturbating  or  to  masturbat 
those  fantasies  comingj^i  Some  of  us  like  to  ip-e^  somfhipc  ■— 
while  masturbating , 


Some  of  us  rtnJ"3u?BBBHor  oiherpan'oroiirn^ies  erotica.h 
sensitive  and  rub  them  beMre  or  wnileMBWBBBHfcnjoying  ourselves 
doesn  t  just  mean  ourMHHMBBHMBB  We  "e  learning  to  enjoy 
all  parts  of  our  bodies. 

Altr.ough  this  book  is  available  at  various  places,  we  object  to  our  tax  dollars  being 
used  to  provide  this  explicit,  immor?.1  information  In  our  libraries  and  our  schools. 
We  are  still  “one  nation  under  God". 


A  page  of  the  Moral  Majority’s  mailing  condemning  Our  Bodies,  Our¬ 
selves  as  obscene. 


By  Jil  Clark 

BELFAST,  ME  —  “Many  par¬ 
ents  believe  that  we  can’t  ban  the 
book  because  censorship  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  Of  course,  censorship 
is  not  unconstitutional.  Censor¬ 
ship  is  condemning  something 
that’s  wrong.  The  Communist 
Manifesto  is  okay,  that’s  not  ob¬ 
scene.  But  this  book  is  out  and  out 
pornography, advocacyof  abortion 
and  masturbation  —  including 
instructions  on  how  to  use  a 
cucumber.” 

Those  are  the  words  of  Marian 
Tucker-Honeycutt,  a  Belfast  par¬ 
ent  who,  in  the  wake  of  a  seven  to 
three  vote  by  the  Belfast  board  of 
education  in  favor  of  keeping  Our 
Bodies,  Ourselves  on  the  shelves  of 
the  local  high  school  library,  has 
launched  a  petition  drive  aimed  at 
forcing  the  board  to  reverse  its 
decision. 

A  controversy  over  sex  educa¬ 
tion  in  schools  has  been  smolder¬ 
ing  here  for  over  a  year.  Our 
Bodies,  Ourselves,  an  award 
winning  compendium  of  biologi¬ 
cal,  medical  and  sexual  informa¬ 
tion  for  and  about  women,  is  the 
most  recent  target  of  fundamental¬ 
ists  and  others  here  who  want  to 
have  more  control  over  what  in¬ 
formation  their  teenagers  can  get 
hold  of  about  sexuality. 

Rev.  James  Evans  called  for  the 
board’s  review  of  the  book  last  fall 
when,  warned  by  a  Moral  Majority 
mailing  that  it  was  being  used  as  an 


By  Jil  Clark 

MORRISTOWN,  NJ  —  A  les¬ 
bian  mother  has  lost  sole  custody 
of  her  two  daughters  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  longest  custody  bat¬ 
tle  in  this  state’s  history. 

Margaret  Wales,  45-year-old 
lesbian  activist  from  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  agreed  out  of  court 
on  June  20  to  share  custody  of 
Amy,  1 1 ,  and  Jennifer,  9,  with'  her 
former  husband,  Stanley  Silver- 
zweig,  a  44-year-old  resident  of 
Tenafly. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the 
settlement,  the  girls  will  reside  of¬ 
ficially  with  Silverzweig,  a  self- 
employed  management  consul¬ 
tant;  their  sister  Leslie,  who  has 
lived  with  her  father  since  1979; 
and  Silverzweig’ s  current  wife. 

Wales  will  be  allowed  custody 
of  Amy  and  Jennifer,  who  had 
been  living  for.five  years  with  her, 
her  lover  Rosemary  Dempsey,  and 
Dempsey’s  children,  for  three  out 
of  every  four  weekends,  half  of 
their  school  year  holidays  and  all 
of  July. 

Juvenile  and  Domestic  Rela¬ 
tions  Court  Judge  Daniel  Coburn 
told  Silverzweig  and  Wales  that 
they  and  their  children  are  “far 
better  off’  formulating  their  own 
solution.  Coburn  remarked  from 
the  bench  that  Wales  will  have  the 
“quality  time”  with  the  children, 
since  Silverzweig  is  away  on  busi¬ 
ness  on  weekdays  when  they  will 
be  at  his  home. 

However,  following  the  settle¬ 
ment,  Wales  told  reporters  she 
does  “not  believe  the  change  is  in 
their  [the  children’s]  best  interests 
at  all.” 

Anna  May  Shepherd,  Wales’  at¬ 
torney,  said  that  “a  substantial 
part  of  our  case”  was  devoted  to 
proving  that  the  girls,  who  told 
the  judge  that  they  wanted  to  live 


educational  tool  in  schools  around 
the  country,  he  discovered  it  in 
Belfast  District  High  School.  He 
said  he  objects  to  its  “advocating” 
abortion,  masturbation  and 
premarital  sex,  its  “sanctioning” 
of  group  sex  and  lesbianism,  and 
its  use  of  “gutter  language”  in 
talking  about  sex. 

At  a  special  hearing  held  by  the 
board  of  education  on  May  26, 
Evans  showed  excerpts  from  the 
book  on  an  overhead  projector, 
according  to  the  Belfast  Repub¬ 
lican  Journal. 

“I’m  not  commenting  on  my 
feelings  on  these  issues  . . .  I’m  not 
trying  to  persuade  you,”  Evans 
told  the  crowd  of  about  125  youth 
and  adults.  “Let  your  conscience 
be  your  persuasion.”  The  pastor 
flashed  a  picture  from  the  book  of 
three  lesbians  with  their  arms 
around  each  other.  “This  book 
isn’t  just  the  facts  of  life.” 

According  to  Joseph  Stearns, 
assistant  superintendent  of 
schools,  the  majority  of  residents 
who  spoke  up  at  the  hearing 
wanted  the  book  kept  on  the 
shelves  “because  they  are  against 
censorship.” 

Stearns  added  that  “a  surprising 
number  of  them  must  have  bought 
the  book  for  their  own  daughters. 
I  saw  an  awful  lot  of  copies  float¬ 
ing  around.” 

Evans  said  that  his  supporters 
were  in  the  minority  at  the  hearing 
“only  becuse  I  told  them  before- 


with  their  father,  had  been 
“brainwashed”  by  Silverzweig. 

Kay  Williams,  an  attorney  who 
testified  on  Wales’  behalf  and 
who  was  present  at  the  close  of  the 
hearing,  told  GCN  that  the  judge 
“forced”  Wales  to  accept  joint 
custody  by  telling  her  that  he 
would  otherwise  give  sole  custody 
to  Silverzweig  so  that  the  girls 
could  live  with  him,  in  keeping 
with  their  stated  preference. 

Williams  contends  that  Coburn 
counted  Wales’s  lesbianism 
against  her,  since,  she  said,  evi¬ 
dence  presented  in  court  illustrat¬ 
ed  that  Wales  is  “a  far  better  par¬ 
ent”  than  Silverzweig.  “Wales 
had  twenty  witnesses  testifying 
about  what  wonderful  people  she 
and  Rosemary  are.  Mr.  Silver¬ 
zweig  had  only  four  —  his  wife, 
his  daughter,  a  family  friend  and  a 
psychiatrist.  The  judge  knew  that 
he  [Silverzweig]  is  away  on  busi¬ 
ness  all  the  time,  and  so  is  his 
wife,  so  who’s  going  to  raise  the 
children?  .  .  .  Mr.  Silverzweig 
himself  testified  that  he’s  been  in 
therapy  twice  a  week  for  twenty 
years  and  would  go  more  often  if 
he  could  afford  it.  He  said  in 
court  that  he  is  ‘out  of  touch  with 
reality.’  ” 

Shepherd  disagrees  with  Wil¬ 
liams  about  this.  “Although  Sil¬ 
verzweig  infused  the  entire  matter 
with  the  issue  [of  lesbianism],  1 
don’t  think  the  judge  bought  it.” 

Coburn  said  that  Wales’s  lesbi¬ 
anism  was  “totally  extraneous”  to 
the  outcome  of  the  case,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Newark  Star  Ledger. 

“As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  the 
fact  that  Margaret  Wales  is  a  les¬ 
bian  has  as  much  to  do  with  this 
case  as  the  fact  that  she’s  Jewish 
and  Stanley  Silverzweig  is  a  heter¬ 
osexual,”  Coburn  said. 

“Both  couples  in  this  case  are 


hand  not  to  bother  coming  to  pro¬ 
test  because  it  looked  to  them  like 
the  book  wouldn’t  go  back  on  the 
shelves.” 

Tucker-Honeycutt  said  that  she 
has  spoken  to  many  parents  who 
supported  the  book  at  the  hearing 
who  have  since  changed  their 
minds. 

Evans  and  Tucker-Honeycutt 
both  allege  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  Belfast  area  parents 
oppose  the  book’s  presence  in  the 
library  and  they  believe  that  the 
majority  will  and  should  prevail. 

Evans  commented,  “In  a  recent 
editorial  in  the  Waterville  Tele¬ 
gram,  someone  asked,  ‘Since 
when  does  the  majority  of  people 
in  this  nation  decide  what  every¬ 
body’s  going  to  do?’  1  say,  ‘Since 
when  have  we  done  otherwise?’ 
That’s  what  democracy  is  all 
about.” 

William  Davis,  the  vice-prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  high  school,  tends  to 
agree  with  Evans.  “I  think  it’s  a 
marvelous  book,”  he  said.  “I 
don’t  object  to  anything  in  it  that 
deals  with  non-controversial 
things  like  menstrual  cycles.  And 
I’m  not  much  on  censorship  as  a 
general  rule  of  thumb. 

“But,”  he  continued,  “I  think 
that  community  standards  come 
into  play.  In  the  library  in  the 
school  in  Connnecticut  where  I 
was  teaching  before,  we  had  books 
that  wouldn’t  appear  here.  Theo¬ 
retically  education  is  under  local 


genuinely  happy  with  each  other 
and  I  can  flatly  state  I  would  not 
hesitate  leaving  my  own  daughter 
with  either  of  them.” 

Shepherd  said  that  those  testify¬ 
ing  on  Silverzweig’s  behalf  made 
“many  crazy  allegations  which  the 
kids  themselves  did  not  support. 
Those  that  Amy  attempted  to  sup¬ 
port,  her  version  was  so  at  vari¬ 
ance  to  what  Stanley  had  alleged 
that  it  was  clear  they  were  totally 
fictional.  .  .  .  But  the  theme  that 
emerged  ultimately  was,  ‘We  want 
to  live  with  our  father.’  Given  the 
heatedness  of  this  controversy,  I 
don’t  know  whether  this  is  a 
choice  we  should  honor.” 

Shepherd  told  GCN  that  Silver- 
continued  on  page  6 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  A  42-year-old 
gay  man  was  found  bludgeoned  to 
death  June  23  in  his  Back  Bay 
apartment,  the  third  murder  vic¬ 
tim  in  the  Back  Bay  area  and  the 
twelfth  known  gay  man  murdered 
in  the  Boston  area  in  the  past  year. 
The  body  of  Paul  D.  Giunta,  a 
part-time  salesperson  and  theolo¬ 
gy  student,  was  discovered  at 
11:20  a.m.  by  his  landlord,  Ste¬ 
phen  McCade. 

New  York  State  police  later  ar¬ 
rested  a  suspect,  Daniel  Richard 
Roberts,  26,  an  escapee  from  the 
Jess  Dunn  Correctional  Center  in 
Taft,  Oklahoma.  Roberts  escaped 
from  the  prison,  where  he  had 
been  serving  a  sentence  for  sec¬ 
ond-degree  murder,  about  a 
month  ago. 

Boston  police  said  that  Giunta 
was  found  lying  on  his  back  in  the 
living  room  of  his  apartment,  with 
massive  injuries  to  his  head.  His 
pants  were  undone,  and  his  t-shirt 


control.  If  the  board  doesn’t  go 
along  with  the  community,  then 
change  the  board  members.” 

Asked  whether  he  thinks  com¬ 
munities  also  have  the  right  to 
racially  segregate  their  schools, 
Davis  said,  “No,  that’s  a  whole 
different  ball  of  wax.  That  gets 
into  constitutionality.  1  think 
‘separate  but  equal’  is  wrong  and 
un-American,  if  you  want  to  use 
that  term.” 

Norma  Swenson,  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Women’s  Health  Book 
Collective  (BWHBC)  which  has 
been  publishing  the  award-win¬ 
ning  book  for  ten  years,  fears  that 
challenges  like  Evans’  could  result 
in  “the  downfall  of  the  public 
school  system.” 

“If  many  parents  say,  ‘We 
don’t  want  black  students,  or  we 
don’t  want  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves, 
and  so  we’re  going  to  start  our  own 
private  school’,  the  next  step  will 
be  petitioning  their  state  govern¬ 
ment  to  direct  tax  money  to  those 
schools.  Public  schools  will  fall  as 
racist,  fundamentalist-Christian 
academies  rise.” 

Wendy  Sanford,  also  of 
BWHBC,  believes  that  the  “real 
majority  in  this  country  supports 
abortion  and  a  whole  range  of 
other  issues,  but  they  remain  silent 
because  they  think  those  rights  are 
secure.” 

However,  a  lesbian  with  a  child 
in  the  Belfast  school  system  told 
GCN  that  most  people  there  do 
not  support  the  book  itself.  “It’s 
just  that  they  support  censorship 
even  less,”  said  the  parent,  who 
asked  to  remain  anonymous. 


and  socks  had  been  removed.  The 
apartment  had  been  ransacked, 
and  several  items,  including  jewel¬ 
ry,  silverware,  and  a  stereo,  were 
missing.  Also  stolen  was  Giunta’s 
car,  a  1973  AMC  Gremlin. 

The  stolen  auto  was  found  later 
in  the  day  by  New  York  State  po¬ 
lice  at  the  site  of  another  murder 
in  Deerfield,  New  York.  Roberts 
is  now  being  held  as  a  suspect  in 
both  killings. 

According  to  Boston  police, 
there  were  no  indications  of 
forced  entry  into  Giunta’s  apart¬ 
ment.  David  Ryder,  a  neighbor, 
told  GCN  thta  the  murdered  man 
was  a  regular  patron  of  several 
Boston  area  gay  bars.  Asked  if  he 
thought  Giunta  might  have  picked 
up  his  attacker  the  previous  eve¬ 
ning,  Ryder  mentioned  the  stolen 
auto.  “Whoever  it  was  knew  what 
he  had  for  a  car,”  he  explained. 

However,  officials  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  police  department  denied  that 
the  killing  may  have  been  sexually 


Does  Sanford  agree  with  vice¬ 
principal  Davis  that  the  book 
should  be  removed  from  the 
library  if  Evans  and  Tucker- 
Honeycutt  can  prove  that  the 
majority  of  Belfast  parents  do  not 
want  it  there? 

“No.  It’s  become  a  question  of 
majority  versus  minority  because 
the  Moral  Majority  used  those 
terms.  But  in  fact  it  is  a  matter  of 
individual  freedom.  If  the  major¬ 
ity  were  against  abortion,  I’d  still 
believe  in  the  right  of  a  person  who 
wanted  one  to  have  it.” 

Sanford  added,  “I  think  people 
are  real  scared  of  changing. 
Women  getting  in  touch  with  their 
sexuality,  whether  heterosexual  or 
lesbian,  brings  with  it  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  variety  and  free¬ 
dom  and  power.  Many  people  are 
afraid  of  that  in  their  daughters  as 
well  as  their  own  selves.” 

The  anonymous  parent  who  is 
involved  in  the  controversy  over 
the  book  added  that  there  is  “a 
desperate  need  for  sex  education 
here.” 

“Seventeen  percent  of  all  live 
births  in  Waldo  County  are  teen¬ 
agers,”  she  said.  “I  work  in  a 
factory  and  about  half  the  women 
there  are  married  by  the  time  they 
are  16  —  to  get  out  of  the  house.” 

She  added  that  the  incidence  of 
venereal  disease  and  incest  are  very 
high. 

“People  intermarry  a  lot  —  step 
brothers,  cousins  —  probably  be¬ 
cause  of  the  smallness  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Around  75  percent  of  the 
women  that  show  up  at  Skyward,  a 
continued  on  page  7 


related.  Boston  police  spokesper¬ 
sons  refused  to  discuss  any  details 
of  the  case  with  GCN,  saying  only 
that  “the  police  department  is 
now  going  up  to  New  York  to 
question  the  suspect.  That’s  the 
only  comment  we  have.” 

Asked  if  he  thought  the  police 
department  might  be  downplaying 
sexually-related  aspects  of  the 
case,  Ryder  replied,  “I  think 
that’s  an  issue  [the  neighbors] 
would  just  as  soon  deny.” 

Giunta  had  been  employed  as  a 
part-time  salesperson  at  the  Ed¬ 
ward  Harvey  Luggage  Company 
in  Prudential  Center.  He  was  also 
enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  Swe¬ 
denborg  School  of  Religion  in 
Newton. 

A  report  in  the  June  26  edition 
of  the  Boston  Herald  American 
indicated  that  Roberts  may  have 
been  invited  by  Giunta  to  spend 
the  night  at  his  home.  According 
to  that  article,  Giunta  on  Friday, 
continued  on  page  3 


Lesbian  Mother  Charges 
Coercion  in  Custody  Case 


Gay  Man  Murdered  in  Back  Bay 


News  Notes 


Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  July  11,  1981 


quote  of  the  week 

“It  would  be  foolish,  to  say  the  least,  to  doubt 
that  [gay  men  and  lesbians]  will  have  to  fight  for  our 
own  place  in  revolutionary  El  Salvador,  as  we  have  to 
do  everywhere  else.  But  maybe,  for  a  change,  we  can 
hope  to  fight  in  a  decent  arena  we’ve  helped  to  build. 
As  far  as  I’m  concerned  that  is  worth  fighting  for,  right 
now.” 

—  Michael  Riordan  in  “A  Space  for  Ourselves”  in 
The  Body  Politic  of  Toronto  for  July  and  August,  1981. 


the  victors  write  history 

YORK,  VA  —  Gay  men  and  lesbians  will  no  longer 
be  given  public  recognition  for  helping  to  found  the 
first  English  settlement  in  the  new  world. 

Richard  Maeder  ordered  the  closing  of  an  exhibit 
called  "Jamestown’s  Other  People”  at  the  Colonial 
National  Historical  Park  soon  after  he  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  park  in  mid-April  on  the  grounds  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  documentation  to  show  that 
homosexuals  played  a  significant  role  in  settling 
Jamestown. 

Among  plaques  at  the  park  honoring  several 
groups  of  settlers  not  traditionally  recognized,  there 
had  previously  been  a  picture  of  King  James  with  the 
legend  “Gay  men  and  women  helped  colonize  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  fact,  Jamestown  was  named  after  James  I, 
the  kind  of  England  at  the  time,  whom  historians 
generally  recognize  as  being  homosexual.” 

The  Park  Service  established  the  exhibit  after  a 
conference  held  in  1979  to  discuss  how  the  park  could 
include  minorities  in  its  displays. 

In  addition  to  King  James’  homosexuality,  argu¬ 
ments  for  including  the  lesbian  and  gay  plaque  had 
included  historical  accounts  of  a  male  settler  who 
wore  women’s  clothing  and  a  ship’s  captain  who  was 
executed  in  the  1620s  for  raping  a  cabin  boy.  “That’s 
pretty  flimsy  evidence,”  Maeder  has  said. 

The  exhibit  will  reportedly  be  replaced  with  a 
display  on  the  Yorktown  bicentennial. 


los  desaparecidos 

BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina  —  Since  March,  1976, 
when  the  Argentine  military  staged  a  coup  and  took 
over  that  country,  all  sectors  of  the  population  have 
suffered  repression  and  persecution  under  the  mili¬ 
tary  dictatorship.  Inflation  has  been  in  three  digits, 
with  wages  not  keeping  up  with  the  soaring  cost  of 
living.  Strikes  have  been  illegal,  and  labor  unions,  uni¬ 
versities  and  political  parties  have  been  prohibited 
from  any  political  activity.  Newspapers, books, movies 
and  all  other  cultural  expression  are  censored. 

The  situation  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  one  of 
silence  and  persecution,  as  the  government  attempts 
to  enforce  a  state-approved  “morality,”  similar  to  that 
envisioned  by  the  Moral  Majority  and  other  New  Right 
leaders. 

The  military  leaders  have  systematically 
repressed  all  resistance  to  their  policies.  Citing  a 
“war  against  terrorism,”  they  have  arrested  many,  but 
their  methods  are  not  confined  to  legal  ones.  Since 
the  coup,  about  25,000  people  have  “disappeared”: 
they  have  been  kidnapped  by  security  forces,  tor¬ 
tured,  and  probably  murdered.  In  many  cases,  their 
families  have  not  known  of  their  whereabouts  since 
their  kidnapping,  and  don’t  know  whether  they’re  alive 
or  dead. 

The  Mothers  of  the  Plaza  de  Mayo  are  women 
whose  daughters,  sons,  sisters,  brothers,  husbands 
have  “disappeared.”  Since  1977,  they  have  gone, 
nearly  every  Thursday,  to  the  plaza  outside  the  govern¬ 
ment  house,  to  demand  the  truth  about  their  relatives, 
to  explain  the  truth  to  the  passersby,  and  to  confront 
the  men  of  the  government  with  a  truth  they  publicly 
deny  —  that  of  the  extreme  violations  of  human  rights 
for  which  they  are  responsible.  These  women  identify 
themselves  by  wearing  white  headscarves.  Many  have 
been  arrested;  some  have  “disappeared”  themselves. 
But  the  group  keeps  returning. 

In  recent  months,  the  economic  situation  in 
Argentina  has  worsened.  Factories  are  closing,  and 
thousands  of  workers  are  being  laid  off.  But  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  military  regime  is  growing. 

Thursday,  July  9  is  Argentine  independence  day 
(the  same  kind  of  celebrations  as  the  Fourth  of  July 
here).  The  Mothers  of  the  Plaza  de  Mayo  will  be  in  the 
plaza  in  Buenos  Aires.  In  Boston,  there  will  be  a  vigil  in 
solidarity  with  them  at  noon  at  the  Federal  Building  in 
Government  Center  sponsored  by  Overview  Latin 
America  and  the  New  England  Human  Rights  Net¬ 
work.  Participants  are  urged  to  identify  themselves 
with  white  head  scarves,  as  do  the  Mothers  of  the 
Plaza  de  Mayo.  For  more  information  call  (617) 
354-4475. 


a  new  liaison? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Mayor  Marion  Barry  is 
reportedly  considering  hiring  a  liaison  specifically  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  after  firing  an  aide 
who  acted  as  liaison  to  several  minority  groups, 
including  homosexuals. 

The  Washington  Blade  reports  that  gay  com¬ 
munity  representatives  were  optimistic  after  a 
45-minute  meeting  with  Barry  held  on  June  22.  Ger¬ 
trude  Stein  Democratic  Club  president  Tom  Chorlton, 
who  attended  the  meeting,  said  the  mayor  plans  to 
discuss  the  issue  with  his  advisors. 

“The  mayor  was  more  responsive  and  receptive 
than  I  thought  he  would  be,”  the  Blade  quotes  Chorl¬ 
ton  as  saying. 

The  community  representatives  have  submitted 
the  names  of  six  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  fill  the  new 
position. 

Barry  said  obstacles  to  creation  of  the  position 
include  the  city’s  current  fiscal  crisis  and  Barry’s 
attempt  to  streamline  the  administration  of  his  office. 

Controversy  surrounded  the  decision  to  urge 
Barry  to  create  the  position,  with  opponents  arguing 
that  the  position  had  merely  symbolic  value  and  was 
not  worth  the  risk  of  alienating  city  workers  and 
others  affected  by  recent  budget  cuts. 

Mayoral  aide  Marie  Dias,  who  had  served  as  liai¬ 
son  to  Hispanics,  women  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  was  fired  on  May  27  when  Barry  learned 
she  intended  to  run  for  Congress  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  47). 


the  town  meets 

BOSTON  — -  At  a  town  meeting  in  Fanueil  Hall  on 
Wednesday,  June  24,  Boston  lesbians  and  gay  men 
talked  about  formulating  a  new  agenda  for  the  1980s. 

Tom  Chiodo  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  chaired  the  meeting,  reviewed  recent 
events  in  Boston,  specifically  the  successful  effort  to 
prevent  the  city  from  changing  the  route  of  this  year’s 
pride  march. 

Moderator  Dee  Michel  introduced  attorney  John 
Ward,  the  first  of  six  scheduled  speakers  for  the 
evening.  Ward  referred  to  the  special  qualities  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  which  he  said  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  “natural  healers”  who  offer  support  and 
validation  for  each  other. 

Community  organizer  Anni  Waterflow  spoke  of 
the  need  to  bring  together  the  poor  community  and 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Referring  to  her  own 
past,  Waterflow  said,  “The  parts  of  my  life  that  I’ve 
spent  dealing  with  classism  are  not  different  from  the 
parts  I’ve  spent  dealing  with  being  gay.” 

Joel  Hincken,  a  psychotherapist,  told  of  the 
changes  in  the  psychological  professions  in  the  past 
decade.  He  referred  to  homophobic  accounts  of 
homosexuality  in  books  written  before  the  Stonewall 
rebellion  as  contrasted  with  a  new  “gay  affirmative 
psychotherapy.” 

Marsha  Levine,  New  England  coordinator  for  the 
recently  formed  National  Organization  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  described  her  group  as  a  grass-roots 
organization  formed  to  “organize  the  unorganized.” 

Boston  book  publ  isher  Sasha  Alyson  reported  on 
efforts  to  create  a  lesbian  and  gay  community  center 
in  Boston.  He  urged  Bostonians  to  model  their  center 
on  one  in  Baltimore,  which  he  recently  visited. 

Entertainer  Maxine  Feldman  offered  words  of 
encouragement.  “We  no  longer  need  Judy  Garland 
singing  ‘Over  the  Rainbow,”’  she  said,  “because  we 
are  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow.” 

Several  community  leaders,  most  of  them  repre¬ 
senting  organizations,  then  made  short  speeches.  A 
few  commented  on  the  proposed  lesbian  and  gay 
community  center,  one  of  the  announced  topics  for 
the  meeting. 

Six  men  from  Proud  Pansy  Productions  enter¬ 
tained  the  gathering  with  songs. 


boys  of  courage 

CANAAN,  NH  —  The  Manchester,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Union  Leader  reports  that  the  owner  and  a  staff 
member  of  Fort  Courage,  a  state-funded  home  for 
boys  in  Canaan,  were  indicted  on  June  19  on  charges 
of  sexually  assaulting  three  of  the  resident  boys. 

Fort  Courage  owner  Thomas  Guaraldi  and  staff 
member  David  Arsenault  were  charged  respectively 
with  two  and  four  counts  of  aggravated  felonious  as¬ 
sault,  a  Class  A  felony  punishable  by  up  to  15  years  in 
prison. 

The  three  boys  allegedly  assaulted  were  between 
the  ages  of  13  and  16,  and  were  removed  from  the 
home  on  May  25.  The  alleged  crimes  were  said  to  tak¬ 
en  place  between  February  15  and  May  20. 

According  to  the  Union  Leader,  Nashua  and  state 
police  are  searching  for  a  15-year-old  former  resident 
of  Fort  Courage  who  ran  away  last  month  with  what  is 
believed  to  be  evidence  pertinent  to  the  attorney  gen¬ 
eral’s  investigation  of  the  charges. 


swiss  equality 

BERN,  Switzerland  —  The  Swiss  constitution 
will  soon  be  expanded  to  strengthen  its  guarantees  of 
equal  rights  for  women. 

Workers  World  reports  that  Swiss  citizens  voting 
on  June  14  approved  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  making  it  clear  that  women  are  included 
in  equal  protection  clauses. 

The  new  amendment  also  directs  the  Swiss  legis¬ 
lature  to  ensure  by  law  that  equal  rights  apply  in  the 
“family,  education  and  work  domains.”  The  amend¬ 
ment  states  specifically  that  “men  and  women  are  en¬ 
titled  to  equal  pay  for  equal  work.” 


hoodlums  and  troublemakers 

OGUNQUIT,  ME  —  The  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  has  called  for  an  1 1 :00  p.m.  curfew  on  Ogunquit 
Beach  as  a  result  of  recent  armed  robberies  and 
assaults  on  gay  men  there. 

The  York  County  Coast  Star  reports  that  the 
single  police  officer  patrolling  the  beach  was  forced 
to  call  for  help  in  calming  “an  unruly  crowd”  of  youths 
who  gathered  there  near  midnight  on  Saturday,  June 
13.  Police  reported  hearing  statements  from  the 
crowd  about  “beating  and  robbing  fags.” 

In  addition,  four  armed  robberies  were  reported 
to  have  occurred  on  the  beach  the  same  evening  as 
well  as  one  on  the  previous  weekend.  A  group  of  four 
youths  armed  with  clubs  were  involved  in  several  of 
the  robberies.  At  least  some  of  the  robbery  victims 
were  gay  men  and  members  of  the  gay  community  and 
police  alike  believe  the  incidents  were  homophobic 
attacks  as  well  as  robberies. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  town’s 
governing  body,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  called  for 
a  curfew  between  1 1:00  p.m.  and  dawn  to  “ensure  that 
Ogunquit  will  remain  the  Beautiful  Place  by  the  Sea.” 
The  curfew,  the  letter  said,  would  give  police  the 
“authority,  by  law,  to  eject  the  undesirables  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  molestations,  robberies,  and  physical 
abuses  which  have  taken  place.” 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  letter  said  the  curfew 
would  be  “a  strong  deterrent  to  the  influx  of  hood¬ 
lums  and  troublemakers  we  have  experienced.” 

Ogunquit  is  a  resort  town  popular  with  gay  men 

and  lesbians  during  the  summer. 


god,  country  and  cold  showers 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Senate  Labor  and 
Human  Resources  Committee  has  approved  a  bill  to 
spend  $30  million  on  federal  money  a  year  to  discour¬ 
age  adolescents  from  having  sex. 

The  Boston  Globe  reports  that  the  bill  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  Sen.  Jeremiah  Denton  (D-Alabama)  with  the 
help  not  only  of  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah)  but  with  that 
of  Sens.  Edward  Kennedy  (D-Massachusetts)  and 
Thomas  Eagleton  (D-Missouri)  as  well. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  measure  is  “to  pro¬ 
mote  self-discipline  and  other  prudent  approaches  to 
the  problems  of  _adolesc£ht  premarital  sexual 
relations.” 

The  bill  follows  concerted  efforts  by  rightists  like 
Denton  and  Hatch  to  outlaw  abortion,  contraception 
and  sex  education. 

“Prevention  of  adolescent  sexual  activity  and 
adolescent  pregnancy,”  the  bill  reads,  “depends  pri¬ 
marily  upon  developing  strong  family  values  and 
close  family  ties.” 


koop  curbed 

WASHINGTON  —  A  congressional  committee 
has  placed  serious  obstacles  in  the  confirmation 
process  of  C.  Everett  Koop,  who  has  been  widely  criti¬ 
cized  for  his  vocal  opposition  to  abortion  and  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  since  it  became  known  that  he  is 
Ronald  Reagan’s  choice  to  fill  the  position  of  surgeon 
general. 

According  to  the  Baltimore  Sun,  the  House 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  refused  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  June  17  to  rewrite  an  amendment  to  an  unre¬ 
lated  bill  which  would  have  removed  the  age  restric¬ 
tion  for  the  position.  Koop  i&  nearing  65,  while  current 
law  requires  that  the  surgeon  general  be  no  older  than 
64. 

The  strategy  of  lifting  the  age  restriction  by 
amending  another  bill  was  devised  by  Republican 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  of  North  Carolina. 

The  law  also  requires  that  the  surgeon  general  be 
a  member  of  the  Public  Health  Service  Corps.  Koop 
has  had  no  experience  in  public  health. 
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Third  Pride  March  Held  in  Mexico  City 
Despite  Renewed  Government  Repression 


By  John  Kyper 

MEXICO  CITY— Five  thou¬ 
sand  people  marched  in  the  third 
annual  lesbian  and  gay  march  here 
on  Saturday,  June  27.  Attendance 
was  down  from  the  10,000  who 
participated  in  1980,  according  to 
Ignacio  Alvarez  of  the  Frente 
Homosexual  de  Accion  Revo- 
lucionaria  (FHAR — Homosexual 
Revolutionary  Action  Front), 
because  of  increased  repression  in 
recent  months  against  gays  in  the 
streets  and  bars  and  against 
members  of  the  gay  movement. 

Demonstrators  marched  three 
miles  down  Paseo  de  la  Reforma, 
the  main  boulevard  in  Mexico 
City,  from  Chapultepec  Park  to 
downtown.  The  U.S.  embassy  was 
the  focus  of  some  of  the  most 
intense  chanting  as  each  contin¬ 
gent  in  the  march  stopped  to  dem¬ 
onstrate.  At  Alameda  Park  an 
hour-long  rally  featured  several 
speakers.  An  intermittently  heavy 
rain  storm  added  to  the  com¬ 
bativeness  of  the  march  and  rally. 
During  one  downpour,  par¬ 


ticipants  began  to  shout  “Unity, 
Unity”  as  the  march  closed  ranks. 

At  the  rally,  Rosario  Ibarra  de 
Piedra,  a  leader  of  the  Frente 
Nacional  Contra  la  Represion 
(National  Anti-Repression  Front) 
and  a  1982  candidate  for  president 
of  Mexico  of  the  Trotskyist  Par- 
tido  Revolucionario  de  Trabaja- 
dores  (Revolutionary  Workers’ 
Party),  spoke  of  her  experience  as 
the  mother  of  a  “disappeared” 
political  activist  son.  She  declared 
her  solidarity  with  the  gay 
struggle. 

Representatives  of  the  Partido 
Comunista  Mexicano  (Mexican 
Communist  Party)  and  the  Partido 
Obrero  Socialista  (Socialist  Wor¬ 
kers  Party)  also  addressed  the 
rally. 

Jan  Maria  Castro  of  Lesbianas 
Socialistas  (Lesbian  Socialists) 
delivered  a  critical  analysis  of  the 
entire  Mexican  political  system, 
including  the  leftist  political  par¬ 
ties.  Juan  Jacobo  Hernandez  of 
FHAR  denounced  anti-gay  repres¬ 
sion  and  members  of  Oikabeth,  a 


Lesbian  and  gay  pride  filled  the  streets  of  Mexico  City  in  1980. 

lesbian  group,  and  Grupo 
Lambda,  a  mixed  gay  male  and 


A  greeting  was  read  from  the 
Frente  Democratico  Revolucion- 


lesbian  organization,  also  spoke.  ario  (Revolutionary  Democratic 


Cable  TV  Meeting  Hears  Gays 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON— Members  of  the 
Boston  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  were  on  hand  June  25  as 
the  city  opened  public  hearings  to 
evaluate  competing  proposals 
from  two  television  companies 
bidding  to  construct  cable  systems 
here. 

Cindy  Patton,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  Gay  Community  News, 
reminded  the  gathering  of  the 
city’s  decision  last  fall  to  drop  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  from 

its  official  list  of  groups  whose 
needs  will  have  to  be  addressed  by 
whatever  cable  television  company 
is  eventually  chosen  for  the  Boston 
market. 

“By  conservative  estimates, 
there  are  70,000  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  city  of  Boston,  ’ ’  Patton 
stated  at  the  hearing.  “We  want 
more  than  token  representation  on 
other  peoples’  shows. .  .We  want 
access  to  programming  and  pro¬ 
duction  facilities  so  we  can 
produce  shows  about  our 
concerns.” 

Patton  also  asked  that  the  gay 
community  be  included  in  all 
decision-making  bodies  con¬ 
cerning  cable  production,  pro¬ 
gramming,  and  access. 

Wade  Nichols,  representing  the 
Community  Media  Group,  an  ad 
hoc  organization  of  lesbian  and 
gay  male  independent  video  and 
film  producers,  emphasized  the 
desire  of  the  gay  community  to 
obtain  equal  access  to  and  equal 
attention  from  cable  television 
corporations. 

“We  feel  that  as  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  minorities  in  Boston,  often 
excluded  from  mainstream  com¬ 
munity  organizations,  we  are 
entitled  to  formal  representation 
on  all  governing  bodies  relating  to 
cable  and  community  access,”  he 
declared. 

Representatives  of  Cablevision 
and  Warner  Amex,  the  two  cable 
companies  vying  for  the  Boston 
market,  both  fielded  the  demands 
of  Patton  and  Nichols  with  cau¬ 
tious  diplomacy,  insisting  that 


community  access  to  cable  chan¬ 
nels  would  be  both  plentiful  and 
readily  available  to  all. 

Spokespersons  for  Cablevision 
repeatedly  expressed  a  view  that  in 
spite  of  the  lack  of  access  guide¬ 
lines,  the  sheer  capacity  of  their 
system  would  insure  a  diversity  of 
programming.  “The  real  problem 
in  five  to  thirteen  channels  for 
access  opportunity,”  asserted 
Charles  Dolan,  a  Cablevision 
executive,  “will  be  finding  suf¬ 
ficient  material ...  Exclusion  [of 
particular  interest  groups]  only 
comes  when  you  have  a  scarcity  of 
space.” 

Richard  Borten,  co-ordinator 
for  the  mayor’s  cable  television 
office,  sought  to  minimize  the 
importance  of  the  community  list 
mentioned  by  Patton,  from  which 
the  gay  community  was  deleted, 
asserting  that  Mayor  Kevin  White, 
in  whose  hands  the  ultimate  deci¬ 
sion  rests,  no  longer  considers  the 
list  important.-  “The  Mayor  felt 
uncomfortable  with  a  list  of  com¬ 
munities  because  you’ll  always 
leave  someone  out,”  he  explained. 
“[It’s]  what  the  Deputy  Mayor 
called  a  Noah’s  Ark  list — it’s  hard 
to  believe  that  Noah  included  all 
those  animals.” 

The  theme  of  access — and  the 
availability  of  production  facilities 
to  groups  who  might  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  community  access 
channels — recurred  throughout 
the  course  of  the  hearing.  Both 
proposals  include  five  access  chan¬ 
nels  which  would  be  available  for 
use  by  anyone  with  a  presentation 
or  message.  Time  slots  as  well  as 
production  facilities  would  be 
allotted  on  a  sign-up  basis.  These 
channels  would  operate  in 
addition  to  a  multitude  of  regular 
channels  covering  fields  of  interest 
from  news  and  weather  to  special¬ 
ized  programs  for  black  people, 
Spanish-speaking  people,  women, 
and  youth. 

Mayor  White’s  decision,  expec¬ 
ted  to  be  announced  at  the  end  of 
July,  will  present  the  winning 
company  with  a  virtual  monopoly 


on  the  Boston  cable  television 
market.  With  one  company 
exerting  exclusive  control  over 
cable  media,  the  existence  and 
democratic  availability  of  ade¬ 
quate  access  channels  and  facilities 
is  seen  as  a  crucial  means  of  insur¬ 
ing  diversity  in  programming  and 
responsiveness  to  the  needs  of  all 
segments  of  the  community. 


Front),  of  El  Salvador,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  force  fighting  the 
U.S. -backed  dictatorship  in  that 
country. 

Discussing  the  decreased  turn¬ 
out  at  the  Mexico  City  march, 
Alvarez  declared,  “This  year  the 
repression  has  been  partly  suc¬ 
cessful.”  With  few  exceptions  the 
press  has  been  hostile.  In  recent 
months  police  raids  against  gay 
bars  and  cruising  areas  have  esca¬ 
lated  dramatically. 

At  the  beginning  of  June,  two 


Braulio  Tenorio 


drunken  off-duty  policemer 
invaded  a  dance  at  FHAR’s  col 
lective  house,  fired  several  shot* 
and  beat  up  two  people.  During 
the  same  week  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Political  Police  app 
roached  Alvarez  and  attempted  to 
get  information  about  the  move¬ 
ment  from  him.  On  three  occa¬ 
sions  police  harassed  movement 
members  leafletting  for  the  annua! 
march,  arresting  a  total  of  ten  and 
beating  two  people.  The  govern 
ment  also  tried  to  move  the  march 
from  the  Paseo  de  la  Reforma  to  r 
less  visible  route. 

—filed  from  Berkeley,  California 


News  Analysis 

Man  Convicted  of  Kidnapping 


Did  You  See? 


The  following  news  item  ap¬ 
peared  in  Chicago  GayLife  for 
June  19: 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  Apparently, 
Gay  Community  News  readers  are 
more  demanding  in  the  literary 
company  they  keep.  According  to 
an  employee  at  Bob’s  in  Newton, 
a  bookstore  at  2810  N.  Clark  St. 
with  a  large  gay  section,  the  rea¬ 
son  that  the  Boston  newspaper  is 
not  placed  in  the  rack  of  mostly 
skin  magazines  is  that  purchasers 


objected  to  having  to  pick  it  up 
there.  It  is  now  displayed  along 
with  highbrow  literary  and  poli¬ 
tical  journals.  Apparently  because 
none  of  their  readers  has  made  a 
similar  complaint,  other  non-porn 
gay  periodicals  like  New  York 
Native,  Christopher  Street,  and 
the  Advocate  remain  more  acces¬ 
sible  to  the  flesh  fans.  (Being  a 
giveaway,  GayLife  is  in  a  separate 
location  near  the  front  door.) 


By  Mitzel 

HAYWARD,  CA  —  In  a  June 
29  verdict,  a  jury  found  49-year- 
old  Kenneth  Parnell  guilty  of  kid¬ 
napping  five-year-old  Tim  White. 

Parnell  was  charged  with  kid¬ 
napping  White  in  February  1980 
as  the  boy  left  school  on  his  way 
to  a  party.  Parnell  was  accompan¬ 
ied  in  White’s  abduction  by  Ran¬ 
dy  Poorman,  a  14-year-old.  Par¬ 
nell  took  White  to  Parnell’s  home 
in  Manchester,  California,  where 
he  lived  with  Stevie  Stayner, 
whom  Parnell  is  accused  of  kid¬ 
napping  in  1972.  Stayner  was  15  at 
the  time  of  White’s  abduction. 

Police  have  also  charged  Par¬ 
nell  with  sucking  Stayner’s  cock 
once  in  1972  and  once  again  in 
1980. 

The  charges  developed  after 
Stayner  took  White  with  him  from 
Parnell’s  home  one  night  while 
Parnell  was  at  work  as  a  night 
clerk  at  a  hotel  in  Ukiah.  Stayner 
turned  White  over  to  local  police. 

Stayner  had  lived  with  Parnell 
for  seven  years,  called  him  “Dad” 
and  said  that  Parnell  had  spoiled 
him.  Stayner  was  the  main  state 
witness  against  Parnell  at  the  trial. 
When  asked  why  he  returned  Tim- 


Murder 

continued  from  page  1 

June  19,  had  told  a  customer  fit¬ 
ting  Roberts’  description  that  he 
planned  to  drive  to  Cleveland  that 
weekend  to  attend  a  church  con¬ 
vention,  but  that  he  did  not  look 
forward  to  driving  alone. 

The  customer  called  back  the 
following  day,  and  Giunta  later 
told  co-workers  that  the  customer 
wanted  to  go  to  Illinois  and  would 
share  the  driving  as  far  as  Ohio. 
Giunta  then  suggested  to  the  cus¬ 
tomer  that  he  check  out  of  the 
Boston  YMCA  and  stay  with  him 
until  they  were  to  leave  for  Ohio 
at  5:30  a.m.  on  Sunday. 

The  autopsy  report,  by  Suffolk 
-County  Medical  Examiner  George 


my  White  to  the  police,  Stayner 
told  the  press  he  didn’t  want 
White  to  go  through  what  he  had 
gone  through.  He  did  not  specify 
what  he  had  gone  through. 

Parnell  was  represented  by  pub¬ 
lic  defender  Scott  LeStrange,  who 
argued  before  the  seven-man, 
five-woman  jury  that  “If  the  pros¬ 
ecution  has  proven  anything,  it 
would  be  a  false  imprisonment- 
type  situation,  not  kidnapping. 
He  [Parnell]  didn’t  know  what 
was  going  on.” 

During  testimony,  Parnell  de¬ 
nied  that  he  had  abducted  White. 
He  told  the  court  that  another 
man  had  seized  the  boy  for  use  in 
some  operation  involving  either 
drugs  or  pornography.  Parnell 
said,  “I  was  glad  I  wasn’t  part  of 
it,  doing  anything  like  that,  and  I 
hoped  I  wouldn’t  have  any  more 
to  do  with  it.” 

The  jury  deliberated  for  two 
and  a  half  hours  before  reaching 
their  guilty  verdict. 

The  single  count  of  felony  kid¬ 
napping  carries  a  maximum  sen¬ 
tence  of  seven  years  under  Cali¬ 
fornia  law.  Parnell  is  scheduled  to 
be  sentenced  on  August  4. 

Parnell  remains  to  be  tried  for 


\ 


Curtis,  listed  the  cause  of  death  as 
“fractures  of  his  skull,  lacerations 
of  the  brain,  and  multiple  blunt 
injuries  to  his  head.”  Police  at  the 
scene  estimated  that  Giunta  had 
died  about  11:30  the  previous 
night. 

The  killing  marks  the  first 
known  murder  of  a  gay  person  in 
Boston  since  the  dismissal  of  Rob¬ 
in  MacCormack,  former  mayoral 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  46). 
As  liaison,  MacCormack  had  de¬ 
voted  a  substantial  portion  of  his 
time  to  working  with  the  police 
department  in  its  investigations  of 
violence  against  gays. 


taking  Stayner.  One  problem  fac¬ 
ing  California  prosecutors  is  that 
the  three-year  statute  of  limita¬ 
tions  for  simple  kidnapping  has 
expired  in  Stayner’s  case.  The 
state  has  subsequently  charged 
Parnell  with  “child  stealing,”  for 
which  there  is  no  statute  of  limita¬ 
tions.  The  state  did  not  allege  that 
Tim  White  had  engaged  in  sexual 
activities  while  at  Parnell’s. 

In  1951,  Parnell,  then  19, 
served  time  for  sucking  the  cock 
of  a  nine-year-old  Bakersfield 
male.  He  was  imprisoned  in  San 
Quentin  and  then  registered 
among  the  56,000  “sex 
offenders”  in  that  state.  After  the 
1951  conviction,  Parnell’s  wife 
left  him,  taking  their  daughter 
with  her.  After  the  1980  arrest, 
District  Attorney  Joe  Allen  said, 
“It  seems  he  wanted  to  build  a 
family  for  himself  without  going 
to  the  trouble  of  getting  married.” 

For  returning  White  to  the  po¬ 
lice,  Stevie  Stayner  received  a 
$15,000  reward.  Stayner’s  genetic 
father  said  he  hopes  to  sell  book 
and  film  rights.  “You  ought  to  get 
top  dollar,”  he  commented. 

Also  charged  in  the  December 
4,  1972  kidnapping  of  Stayner  is 
Ervin  Murphy  who,  until  his  ar¬ 
rest,  worked  as  a  janitor  at  Yo- 
semite  National  Park. 

At  one  point  during  the  sensa¬ 
tion  following  Parnell’s  arrest, 
some  California  press  and  politi¬ 
cians  used  the  charges  against  Par¬ 
nell  as  evidence  that  the  sex  of¬ 
fenders  registration  laws  needed 
to  be  made  more  severe.  State 
Senator  Jim  Ellis  of  San  Diego  has 
introduced  legislation  this  term 
which  would  increase  the  maxi¬ 
mum  penalty  for  persons  who  fail 
to  register  as  sex  offenders. 

The  state  of  California  provides 
no  way  to  remove  a  name  from 
the  registry  of  sex  offenders.  Un¬ 
der  current  California  law,  a  per¬ 
son  registered  as  a  sex  offender 
keeps  that  designation  for  life. 
Police  in  each  community  must  be 
contacted  by  a  registered  sex  of¬ 
fender  each  time  he  or  she  changes 
address.  —  filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices 


women’s  music 
express 

Dear  Sisters: 

For  five  years,  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music 
Festival  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  women 
from  all  over  the  world  to  get  together  in  a  totally 
woman-oriented  environment.  Concerts,  work¬ 
shops,  communal  meals,  sunbathing,  talking, 
camping  out,  and  endless  unforgettable  personal 
experiences  have  characterized  the  festival.  It  has 
been  held  each  year  in  August,  near  the  remote 
rural  town  of  Hesperia,  Michigan,  on  rented,  un¬ 
developed,  private  land. 

This  year  the  Michigan  festival  will  attempt  to 
reach  out  and  accommodate  a  greater  diversity  of 
women  than  it  has  in  the  past.  According  to  the 
festival  publicity,  “We  want  to  take  more  definite 
steps  in  this  year’s  festival  to  make  the  event 
something  that  meets  the  needs  of  more  womyn 
who  want  to  attend.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  Womyn 
of  Color,  Older  Womyn,  Younger  Womyn,  Fat 
Womyn  —  any  of  us  who  are  outside  of  the  white 
middle-class  majority  are  either  not  attending  the 
festival  or  attending  and  reaping  less  comforta- 
bility  than  what  is  afforded  some  womyn  who  at¬ 
tend.  It  is  our  primary  focus  to  make  definite 
steps  to  change  this.  Our  vision  of  the  festival  has 
never  been  one  that  supports,  by  lack  of  con¬ 
scious  action,  the  oppressions  that  plague  our 
everyday  lives.  For  us  to  seriously  continue  or¬ 
ganizing  this  event  we  need  to  start  making  a  very 
different  statement.  We  need  to  move  more  on 
making  this  an  event  that  is  available  to  more 
womyn,  and  one  that  is  then  comfortable  for 
more  womyn  to  attend.  We  are  asking  the  nation¬ 
al  community  to  work  with  us  to  move  beyond  the 
basic  physical  structuring  of  this  event  and  work 
towards  it  reflecting  more  what  we  say  on  paper 
and  in  our  speech  about  where  we  want  our  com¬ 
munity  to  be  going.” 

In  order  to  facilitate  accomodating  more  types 
of  women,  the  Festival  organizers  are  encourag¬ 
ing  local  groups  to  arrange  for  low-cost  buses  to 
the  Festival.  They  are  donating  eight  free  Festival 
passes  for  each  43-passenger  bus,  to  be  distrib¬ 
uted  among  low-income  women.  Also,  at  the  Fes¬ 
tival,  there  will  be  community  sleeping  tents  and  a 
blanket  bank.  There  is  free  childcare  provided  for 
all  girls,  and  for  boys  under  10. 

For  Boston  and  the  surrounding  area,  an  ad 
hoc  group  has  been  established  to  organize  a  char¬ 
tered  bus,  and  to  do  outreach  to  low-income  and 
other  types  of  women  who  have  not  attended  the 
Festival  in  the  past.  The  group  will  also  be  at¬ 
tempting  to  raise  money  for  low-income  scholar¬ 
ships,  and  to  distribute  the  passes.  Round-trip 
bus  tickets  will  cost  $105  for  average  income 
women,  $94  for  low-income  (this  is  the  actual,  no¬ 
profit,  cost)  and  $120  contributing  rate.  (Festival 
tickets  must  be  purchased  separately.)  The  bus 
will  leave  on  August  12  and  return  on  August  17. 
Deadline  for  reservations  is  July  23. 

For  more  information,  and  to  order  tickets, 
send  SASE  to  Boston  Women’s  Music  Express, 
355  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

See  you  there, 

Boston  Women’s  Music  Express 
Boston,  MA 


apologize 


GCN: 

For  the  first  time  in  memory  a  prominent  Bea¬ 
con  Hill  merchant  has  publicly  opposed  the  Gay 
Pride  march  on  Charles  Street. 

The  merchant,  Tom  Kershaw,  President  of  the 
Beacon  Hill  Merchant’s  Association,  took  it 
upon  himself  to  speak  for  other  merchants  and  to 
go  on  record  in  Superior  Court  in  opposition  to 
the  parade. 

As  a  gay  man  and  a  resident  of  Beacon  Hill,  I 
am  outraged  at  Mr.  Kershaw’s  insensitivity. 
Further,  I  am  convinced  that  his  views  on  the 
march  were  not  and  have  never  been  shared  by  a 
majority  of  Beacon  Hill  merchants. 

However,  because  Mr.  Kershaw  is  President  of 
the  Merchants  Association  he  should  publicly 
apologize  to  the  gay  community.  Since  his  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  march  was  given  to  the  City  and  was 
reported  in  the  Globe  and  the  Herald  American  a 
retraction  should  be  sent  to  each  of  these  parties 
—  including  GCN.  Clearly,  anything  less  should 
be  unacceptable  to  the  gay  community. 

Jim  Pellegrinon 
Boston,  MA 

Editor’s  Note:  In  a  letter  to  GCN  (Vol.  8,  No.  49), 
Thomas  Kershaw  apologized  for  his  opposition 
to  the  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March  route.  The  Bea¬ 
con  Hill  Business  Association  voted  to  endorse 
next  year’s  march. 


pre-orgasmic  dykes 

To  the  lesbian  community: 

We  would  like  ’o  applaud  the  recent  dialogue 
surrounding  the  issue  of  lesbian  S/M.  By  having 
the  strength  to  “come  out”  as  sado-masochists, 
individual  women  have  challenged  the  myth  that 
lesbian  sex  is  invariably  soft  and  sweet;  in  doing 
so,  they  have  reduced  the  isolation  of  all  those 
who  have  guiltily  wondered,  “Am  I  the  only 
one?”  The  increasingly  open  discussions  of  sex 
which  have  ensued  among  our  friends  have  been 
very  stimulating. 

There  is  another  myth,  prevalent  among  les¬ 
bians,  which  is  equally  destructive  to  isolated 
individuals  and  creates  further  barriers  to  honest 
sharing  of  experiences.  That  is  the  myth  that 
dykes  never  have  sexual  problems  (as  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  assertion  in  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  pre-orgasmic  les¬ 
bian).  While  we  may  now  feel  somewhat  more 
free  to  discuss  what  turns  us  on,  it  isn’t  any  easier 
to  discuss  not  getting  turned  on. 

As  two  women  who  never  had  orgasms  (alone 
or  with  lovers)  until  we  were  24,  despite  being 
practicing  dykes,  we  acutely  felt  the  pain  of 
feeling  that  we  were  alone  and  somehow  defi¬ 
cient.  We  wondered  whether  or  not  we  were  “real 
lesbians.”  What  changed  our  lives  was  joining  a 
group  for  pre-orgasmic  women,  where,  for  the 
first  time,  we  could  openly  talk  about  our  sexu¬ 
ality  in  a  supportive  environment.  As  group  mem¬ 
bers  we  were  encouraged  to  explore  (and  feel 
good  about)  whatever  turned  us  on.  The  com¬ 
bination  of  giving  ourselves  this  kind  of  “permis¬ 
sion”  and  sharing  our  feelings  with  others  was 
what  enabled  us  to  begin  letting  go  of  the  negative 
messages  that  we,  as  women,  had  internalized 
about  sex. 

Ever  since  we  met  in  that  group  2Vi  years  ago, 
our  friendship  has  remained  a  safe  and  exciting 
setting  in  which  to  discuss  sex— both  the  joys  and 
problems  thereof.  But  we  want  more.  We  want 
other  lesbians  to  be  able  to  share  feelings  about 
sexual  problems. .  .and  not  just  with  lovers.  We 
all  need  to  move  beyond  the  assumption  that  gay 
sex  must  be  perfect,  or  that  we  must  present  it  as 
such.  By  becoming  open  to  the  full  range  of  les¬ 
bian  sexual  experience,  we  stand  to  learn  a  great 
deal  from  one  another. 

C’mon,  all  you  dykes  out  there.  Are  we  the 
only  ones  who  have  been  oppressed  by  the 
asssumption  that  all  other  lesbians  are  easily  and 
reliably  orgasmic? 

Robin  Bechhofer 
Berit  Pratt 
Cambridge,  MA 

revolutionary  punk 

Dear  Friends, 

A  word  of  appreciation  for  Aubergine  Green 
Field’s  recent  analysis  of  punk/new  wave  culture. 
Like  her,  I’ve  been  a  closet  punk  and  have  been 
touched  deeper  by  the  connections  made  in  some 
new  wave  music  than  by  most  “women’s  music.” 

As  a  working  class  feminist,  I  am  drawn  to  the 
relevant  lyrics  of  groups  like  the  Clash,  Talking 
Heads,  Stiff  Little  Fingers;  and  I  have  stopped 
apologizing  for  this  preference.  As  a  lesbian,  I  am 
attracted  to  the  strength,  energy,  and  anger  of 
women  musicians  like  Marianne  Faithfull, 
Chrissie  Hynde,  Joan  Jett,  and  even  Wendy  O. 
Williams;  and  I  am  no  longer  defensive  about  this 
either.  These  women  may  not  be  feminists  as 
such,  but  they  sure  as  hell  are  not  ladies  and  they 
have  a  gut  level  understanding  of  women’s  issues. 
And  maybe  because  their  music  comes  from  the 
gut,  their  words  are  clearer  to  me  than  those  of 
our  refined  feminist  superstars. 

Unfortunately,  punk  and  new  wave  do  not  get 
airplay  in  this  country;  and  so  most  of  us  do  not 
know  the  music  —  or  the  culture  —  that  Green 
Field  experienced  in  the  U.K.  She  had  a  unique 
opportunity  that  she  made  the  most  of:  she  came 
back  with  a  good  understanding  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  potential  of  punk.  I  hope  that  she  will 
write  more  about  this;  she  hit  on  the  mark  what  I 
can’t  quite  put  into  words  yet. 

In  struggle 
Constance  Perenyi 
Denver,  CO 


spreading 
women’s  music 

Dear  Friends, 

Of  late  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  contro¬ 
versy  and  bitterness  surrounding  the  Women’s 
Music  Distribution  Company  (WMDC.)  The 
flyers  and  letters  circulated  by  Womonfyre  Books 
suggest  that  WMDC  is  an  oppressive,  tyrannical 
enterprise  that  systematically  exploits  the  record 
and  book  stores  that  depend  on  its  services. 
Womonfyre  paints  a  picture  of  a  unified  front  of 
dissatisfied  women’s  businesses  helplessly 
struggling  against  the  unfair  policies  of  WMDC. 

As  a  woman  involved  in  a  collectively  run 
record  store  which  buys  from  WMDC,  I  want  to 
refute  this  image.  Our  experience  with  WMDC 
has  been  overwhelmingly  positive  and  I’d  rank  its 
service  as  far  better  than  that  of  any  other 
distributor  we  deal  with.  Trish  Karlinski,  who 
owns  WMDC,  works  long,  not  particularly 
profitable  hours  trying  to  get  women’s  music  into 
the  hands  (and  minds)  of  as  many  people  as 
possible.  I  share  that  goal  of  spreading  the  word 
of  women’s  music  and  I  appreciate  the  work  the 
WMDC  has  done  toward  that  end. 

Womonfyre  vehemently  objects  to  WMDC’s 
practice  of  selling  records  at  concerts,  saying  that 
this  puts  them  in  direct  competition  with  women’s 
retail  outlets.  I  have  never  resented  WMDC  for 
selling  records  at  concerts  in  my  area  and  I  don’t 
see  WMDC  as  being  in  competition  with  our 
store.  As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  as  long  as  money 
spent  for  women’s  music  goes  to  a  feminist 
business  (be  it  WMDC  or  a  women’s  retail  outlet) 
I  don’t  begrudge  any  sale  we  lose. 

Unlike  Womonfyre,  however,  I  do  see  our 
store  as  being  in  direct  competition  with  the  male- 
dominated  stores  in  my  area.  I  resent  their 
business  practices  and  ideology,  and  I  hate  to  see 
members  of  the  women’s  community  going  to 
them  to  buy  goods  or  services  that  are  available 
from  women’s  stores.  As  such,  I  find  it  extremely 
disturbing  that  Womonfyre  is  forming  alliances 
with  straight,  male  stores  in  order  to  confront 
WMDC.  Politically  and  economically  this  makes 
no  sense.  First  of  all,  most  straight  stores  don’t 
sell  enough  women’s  music  to  really  be  concerned 
about  it.  I  don’t  think  Womonfyre’s  description 
of  these  stores  wheeling  and  dealing  for  records 
with  stores  outside  of  WMDC’s  territory  is 
exactly  realistic— the  fact  that  they  carry 
women’s  music  at  all  is  due  to  the  persistent 
efforts  of  distributors  like  WMDC. 

Secondly,  I  can’t  believe  that  the  male  stores 
have  any  legitimate  complaints  about  WMDC’s 
service,  I  bet  they  just  can’t  handle  having  to  deal 
with  a  dyke  distributor.  You  can  be  sure  that  the 
kinds  of  changes  these  stores  would  make  in 
WMDC  wouldn’t  be  very  much  to  Womonfyre’s 
like  either.  The  women  of  Womonfyre  must  make 
sure  that  the  emotions  of  this  issue  don’t  blind 
them  to  political  reality. 

It’s  clear  that  lines  of  communication  have 
broken  down  between  Womonfyre  and  WMDC. 
Perhaps  GCN  might  help  the  situation  by 
reporting  on  the  history  of  the  Women’s 
Independent  Label  Distribution  network  and 
addressing  Womonfyre’s  complaints  about  the 
repercussions  of  exclusive  territories,  etc.  As 
Womonfyre  says,  no  women’s  business  can  be 
above  criticism.  But  criticism  is  one  thing,  a 
boycott  is  another.  Women’s  businesses  are 
natural  allies,  when  one  is  hurt  it  affects  all  of  us. 
In  struggle, 

Ruth  Borenstein 
Rhymes  Records 
New  Haven,  CT 


The  GCN  Board  would  like  to 
say  THANK  YOU  to  the  New  En¬ 
gland  Food  Cooperative 
(NEFCO),  Charles  Street  Supply, 
and  all  the  GCN  members  and 
friends  who  donated  food,  time 
and  energy  to  our  concession 
stand  at  Boston’s  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  rally, 
make  the  project 
cess. 


You  helped 
a  great  suc- 


GC7V  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


x-rated 

Dear  GCN, 

Lee  Swislow’s  recent  article  about  the  debate 
between  Dworkin  and  Dershowitz  on  porno¬ 
graphy  brought  out  several  areas  where  Andrea 
Dworkin  misinformed  the  audience  that  night. 

I  have  worked  in  an  “X-rated”  bookstore  for 
over  a  year  and  have  been  involved  in  selecting 
and  ordering  material  from  the  three  larger’ 
wholesale  distributors  of  “X-rated”  material 
here  in  Chicago.  I  can  assure  your  readers  that 
very  little  pornography  involves  violence  or  tor¬ 
ture —  I  would  estimate  less  than  5  percent.  The 
vast  majority  portrays  an  open  display  of  natural 
human  sexuality.  Also,  a  large  number  of  women 
enjoy  pornography. 

I  found  Swislow’s  thoughts  about  the  issues  de¬ 
bated  excellent  indeed.  She  shows  real  insight  into 
the  total  area  and  its  ramifications,  not  an  emo¬ 
tional  appeal  based  on  an  insignificant  segment 
and  ignorance  of  the  larger  issues  involved. 

Thanks  for  some  excellent  reporting. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick  D.  James 
Palatine,  IL 


ain’t  nobody’s 
business 


Gentlepeople: 

I  have  been  noticing  a  trend  developing  in  the 
“lavender  subculture”  lately  which  as  time  goes 
on  I  find  more  and  more  disturbing.  I  am  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  trend  of  condemnation  of  various 
modes  of  sexual  expression.  I  was  very  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  the  man/boy  love  fight  (and  out¬ 
come  of  said  fight)  in  Los  Angeles.  It  is  not  an 
issue  —  no  group  has  the  right  to  officially  con¬ 
demn  private,  consensual  sexual/affectional 
expression,  regardless  of  the  mode  of  said  expres¬ 
sion. 

I  am  not  a  pederast,  quite  the  contrary.  I  have 
no  personal  interest  in  the  issue  other  than  that  it 
is  a  resurgence  of  patriarchal  (regardless  of  the 
gender  of  the  condemner)  Judeo-Christian,  self- 

righteous  condemnation .  The  Protestant  EtfllC 

vomits  forth!  Lesbian/Gay  Liberation,  which 
started  as  a  movement  working  to  break  the 
chains  of  patriarchy,  sexism  and  the  Protestant 
Ethic  by  advocating  freedom  of  sexual/affec¬ 
tional  expression,  has  compromised  itself.  There 
is  obviously  not  one  Moral  Majority,  but  at  least 
two:  a  group  has  defined  “sex”  and  is  attempting 
to  force  its  definitions  and  resulting  value- 
systems  down  our  throats.  The  point  is  not 
whether  man/boy  love  is  “moral”  or  not,  but 
that  no  gorup  has  the  right  to  force  its  “morals” 
on  everyone  else.  It  seems  that  more  than  a 
decade  of  political  activism  working  towards  a 
non-patriarchal,  non-sexist  society  has  suddenly 
turned  into  a  big  farce.  We  already  have  one  Jerry 
Falwell,  and  we  don’t  need  another.  All  of  this  is 
not  exclusive  —  it  applies  also  to  S/M,  etc.  People 
can’t  seem  to  comprehend  that  what  persons  A 
and  B  do  in  the  privacy  of  their  home  is  nobody 
else’s  goddamn  business.  We  are  out  to  support, 
not  condemn,  or  at  any  rate  we  should  be.  We  get 
enough  condemnation  from  male-dominated, 
heterosexual  society.  Man/boV  love  was  (and  is) 
not  an  issue  —  their  farcical  vote  was  an  invalid 
waste  of  time  and  money,  and  was  a  vicious  slap 
in  the  faces  of  the  Women’s  Movement  and  the 
Lesbian/Gay  Liberation. 

On  to  lighter  topics.  I  really  enjoyed  Maida 
Tilchen’s  article  on  Women’s  Music.  1  thought  it 
was  very  insightful  and  well-written. 

In  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Clay  Marc  Bond 
Bloomington,  IN 
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Speaking  Out - 

Surviving  These  Hard  Times 


By  Beverly  Smith 

I’ve  been  thinking  about  the  concept  of  a  keynote  speech,  what  that  kind  of  speech  is 
supposed  to  be.  My  idea  of  such  speeches  is  that  the  speaker  says  to  the  audience,  with 
great  assurance  and  great  style,  “This  is  the  deal.  These  are  the  things  it’s  important  for 
you  to  do  and  to  think  about.”  And  that’s  where  I’ve  gotten  stuck,  because  for  the  last 
year  I  haven’t  felt  any  crystal  certainties  about  my  own  political  direction. 

So  I  don’t  have  any  easy  answers.  All  I  can  do  here  is  to  tell  you  some  of  the  things  I’ve 
been  thinking  about  and  doing  and  hope  that  they’ll  inspire  and  encourage  you  to  do  your 
own  thinking,  your  own  searching  for  answers. 

I’ve  also  thought  about  the  fact  that  I’m  a  Black  woman  giving  this  speech  to  a  mostly 
white  audience.  Demita  Frazier,  a  member  of  our  collective,  the  Combahee  River  Collec¬ 
tive,  in  one  of  our  first  workshops  on  racism  in  the  women’s  movement,  talked  about  the 
phenomenon  of  Black  women  being  “mind  mammies.”  I  think  Black  women  are  often  put 
in  that  position.  I  think  of  it  as  performing  a  function  similar  to  Sojourner  Truth’s  in  her 
famous  “Ain’t  I  a  Woman”  speech.  What  she  was  doing  there  was  trying  to  straighten  out 
the  white  folks  in  attendance,  saying  something  like  “Now  children,  let’s  get  this  thing 
together.  Let  me  explain  what’s  going  on  here.  Let  me  lay  it  out  for  you.” 

And  this  is  very  double-edged  because  it’s  true,  being  a  Black  person,  I  think  I  do  have 
an  awareness  of  realities  that  escape  many  other  people.  I  think  I  see  more.  I  have  to.  I 
have  to  see  and  be  alert  to  the  multitudinous  forms  of  racism,  just  so  I  can  survive  in  this 
world.  And  it’s  also  true  that  I’ve  been  thinking  about  political  issues,  that  is,  questions 
about  differences  in  power,  since  I  was  very  young  and  this  is  so  for  most  of  us  who’ re 
Black  in  this  country.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  that  I  know  everything.  I  am  not  a  vanguard 
of  one.  No  one  person  is,  no  matter  who  they  are. 

During  the  past  year  I’ve  pretty  much  gotten  out  of  the  business  of  telling  white  people 
how  to  change.  And  it’s  not  because  I  don’t  think  change  is  needed  or  because  I  think  that 
change  is  impossible.  But  I’ve  realized  two  things.  One  is  that  I  don’t  know  how  to  tell  you 
to  do  that.  Dealing  with  your  racism  is  up  to  you.  I  can  tell  you  how  racism  affects  me,  but 
I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  how  it  affects  you.  That’s  your  work.  The  other  conclusion  I’ve 
come  to  is  that  my  political  priority  is  to  explore  with  Black  women  and  other  women  of 
color  our  connections  to  each  other.  And  that  includes  the  pain  between  us,  the  real  differ¬ 
ences,  which,  unless  we  examine  them  rigorously  and  compassionately,  threaten  to  divide 
us.  Part  of  the  reason  I’m  feeling  more  tentative  politically  is  that  I  am  aware  more  than 
ever  that  we  women  of  color  are  at  the  very  beginning  of  creating  our  own  politics. 

I  want  to  talk  about  what’s  happening  in  this  country  right  now,  the  growing  strength 
of  the  right  and  the  extremely  conservative  national  and  state  governments  under  which  we 
live.  The  morning  after  Reagan’s  election  I  wrote  in  my  journal,  “It  is  so  frightening  to 
think  that  the  hatred  of  all  the  things  I  am,  Black,  woman,  Lesbian,  radical,  has  been  so  ex¬ 
plicitly  endorsed.” 

And  what  I’ve  seen  in  the  last  few  months  has  been  really  frightening.  Violence  against 
Black  people  in  this  country  is  increasing.  The  murders  in  Atlanta  are  only  the  most  well- 
publicized  examples.  And  I  sense  that  there’s  more  of  a  tolerance  for  the  expression  of  rac¬ 
ism.  For  example,  this  week  when  I  was  travelling  to  upstate  New  York  on  a  small  commut¬ 
er  plane  I  saw  a  joke  in  the  airline  magazine  about  Muhammed  Ali  being  afraid  of  the  dark. 
This  is  one  of  the  classic,  racist  stereotypes  of  Black  people.  I’ve  seen  jokes  like  this  before 
in  magazines  from  the  20s  and  50s.  Now,  apparently,  it’s  okay  to  publish  this  stuff  again. 

Everything  is  coming  down  on  us  at  once.  Homophobia,  sexism,  economic  oppression 
as  well  as  racism.  All  kinds  of  people  are  suffering  in  this  country  and  we’re  all  being 
affected  by  the  cutbacks  in  government  supported  programs  both  as  workers  and  as  recipi¬ 
ents  of  services.  Obviously  there’s  a  huge  amount  to  do.  A  friend  I  talked  with  about  this 
speech  said,  “Our  only  choice  is  to  be  activists  because  to  not  be  is  to  accept  the  cancerous 
conditions  of  our  lives.” 


Community  Voices 


the  movies 

Dear  Mr.  Bronski, 

After  reading  your  article  “Movies  and  the 
New  Right:  Don’t  Play  is  Again,  Sam,”  I  found  a 
few  flaws  in  your  theories.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
not  true  that  the  mothers  in  the  Films  “Kramervs!' 
Kramer”  and  “Ordinary  People”  weren’t  loving 
enough.  In  “Kramer  vs.  Kramer,”  Meryl  Streep, 
the  mother,  was  seeking  her  independence.  She 
was  in  a  marriage  that  wasn’t  working,  it  wasn’t 
equal  or  sharing.  She  was  not  getting  the  support 
she  needed  from  her  husband,  played  by  Dustin 
Hoffman.  She  made  a  choice,  and  it  would  be 
obvious  to  anyone  who  paid  attention,  that  it  was 
a  difficult  decision  for  her  to  make,  she  had  to 
give  up  her  son  and  her  marriage  and  enter  the 
male-dominated  business  world  alone.  She  was 
plenty  “loving  enough”  but  when  her  dedication 
was  taken  for  granted  once  too  often,  she  chose 
not  to  be  an  ornament  in  a  man’s  life  and  home 
any  longer. 

The  film  “Ordinary  People”  was  a  study. 
Mary  Tyler  Moore,  the  mother,  was  by  no  means 
a  “monster  who  cares  more  for  her  house  than 
her  home,”  she  was  obviously  brought  up  in  a 
strict  household  where  displays  of  affection  were 
considered  to  be  “unnatural.”  She  therefore 
could  not  relate  to  her  son’s  reaching  out,  no 
matter  how  much  she  wanted  to,  she  could  not 
unlearn  some  forty-odd  years  of  repressiveness 
training.  She  was  also  dealing  with  a  great  loss, 
that  of  her  first  born,  and  favorite  son.  That  had 
deeply  affected  her,  especially  since  the  younger 
son,  the  one  she  was  not  as  close  to,  survived  the 
accident.  Perhaps  she  resented  him,  perhaps  she 
even  hated  him  for  making  so  many  waves  in  the 
aftermath  of  his  brother’s  death.  The  family  lived 
in  an  upper-middle  class,  very  straight  laced  com¬ 
munity,  she  is  merely  a  product  of  her  environ¬ 
ment.  It  is  not,  as  you  stated,  that  she  cares  only 
about  herself  and  therefore  must  be  banished.  It 
is  in  fact  that  when  her  husband  begins  to  look 
closer  at  their  relationship  and  question  it,  she 
cannot  deal  with  it,  she  cannot  open  herself  up  at 
all  to  anyone  or  anything  that  pounds  against  the 
shell  she’s  trapped  in.  She  feels  she  has  no  choice 
but  to  leave.  To  her,  it  is  a  matter  of  appearances 
and  her  sense  of  pride. 

It  is  also  not  true  that  the  new  image  of  the  male 
sensitivity  is  used  to  ostracize  the  mother.  In 
“Kramer  vs.  Kramer,”  the  father  was  totally 


unfeeling  and  unsupportive  of  his  wife’s  needs. 
He  did  not  become  a  sensitive  male  until  he  had  to 
deal  daily  with  his  young  son  and  it  was  the  sen¬ 
sitivity  of  his  child  that  triggered  it  in  himself.  If 
his  wife  had  not  left  him,  he  probably  would 
-  never  have  discovered  that  facet  of  himself. 

In  “Ordinary  People,”  the  son  is  quite  upset  at 
his  mother’s  lack  of  affection  for  him.  He  tells  his 
father  that  he  doesn’t  believe  she  loves  him, 
remembering  how  friendly  and  open  she  seemed 
to  be  with  the  now  dead  son,  and  doesn’t  under¬ 
stand  why  she’s  so  cold  to  him.  The  father  tries  to 
console  him,  but  at  the  same  time  sees  the  lack  of 
closeness  between  mother  and  son  and  is  helpless 
to  correct  the  situation. 

Secondly,  when  you  discuss  presenting  women 
as  children,  you  must  look  at  the  context  of  what 
you  are  saying.  The  image  of  women  in  the  1930’s 
was  very  different  than  it  is  today.  Obviously,  as 
you  stated  earlier  in  your  article,  the  depression 
films  were  “Musicals,  screwball  comedies,  and 
crime  films”  They  were  also  escapist.  1956  was  at 
the  height  of  McCarthy-ism,  the  height  of  people 
in  power  speaking  out  against  the  movie  industry. 
And  catholic  priests  are  still  denouncing  from  the 
pulpits  such  things  as  sex  education  and  abortion. 

Thirdly,  in  terms  of  race,  you  forgot  to 
mention  a  cornerstone  in  the  building  of  the 
image  of  blacks  in  the  film  industry:  “Roots.” 
But  I  suppose  you  don’t  consider  TV  valid.  The 
fact  is  that  that  series  was  seen  by  more  people 
than  if  it  had  been  a  film  mostly  because  almost 
everyone  owns  a  television  set,  or  has  access  to 
one  and  with  the  price  of  movies  today,  they  are 
just  not  as  accessable. 

In  conclusion,  I  found  your  article  uninformed 
and  as  manipulating  as  any  other  media  publi¬ 
cation.  You,  too,  were  trying  to  see  how  many  of 
us  would  be  taken  in  by  what  we  read.  I  think  you 
should  look  at  your  article  and  take  some  of  your 
own  advice:  movies  are  entertainment  —  and 
many  of  the  films  that  are  not  pure  entertainment 
or  escapism  do  not  provide  easy  solutions  as  in 
the  films  “Ordinary  People”  or  “Kramer  vs. 
Kramer.”  If  you  don’t  know  who  and  what  you 
are  before  you  go  to  a  film  and  what  you’re  going 
for  then  I  suggest  you  stay  at  home  and  catch  up 
on  your  reading. 

Shepard  Taylor 
Medford,  MA 


those  things  that  give  me  joy,  a  sense  of  personal  affirmation.  Something  which  gives  me 
that  is  writing.  So  what  I’m  attempting  to  do  is  to  use  that  skill  to  make  more  radical 
change.  And  I  need  to  do  this  in  a  context  where  I  feel  politically  comfortable  and  fully 
supported  in  all  that  I  am.  It’s  important  for  us  all  to  find  a  place  like  that  for  ourselves  and 
what  that  often  means  is  taking  the  initiative  to  create  it. 

And  while  I’m  talking  about  being  creative,  one  of  the  things  that  can  contribute  to 
our  survival  in  these  hard  times  is  coming  together  to  celebrate  our  own  unique  cultures 
and  to  be  with  each  other.  I  remember  last  winter,  after  a  very  hard  week  at  work,  going  to 
the  fund  raiser  for  the  Boston  delegates  to  the  NOLAG  convention  and  how  much  just 
being  there  with  other  gay  people  meant  to  me  then.  We  need  to  create  and  support  such 
occasions  for  ourselves. 

During  this  period  it’s  vital  that  we  continue  to  build  coalitions.  And  this  is  not  easy.  I 
think  of  myself,  of  my  own  life.  On  the  face  of  it,  it  seems  I  might  be  able  to  make  all  those 
connections  because  of  who  I  am.  But  I  find  it  incredibly  difficult  to  be  all  the  things  I  am, 
Black,  lesbian,  feminist,  all  the  time,  everywhere.  It’s  hard  being  a  Black  woman  in  the 
largely  white  women’s  movement.  And  I  haven’t  yet  figured  out  how  to  be  a  lesbian  and  a- 
feminist  comfortably  in  the  Black  community.  And  this  is  something  that  is  of  great  con¬ 
cern  to  most  of  the  women  of  color  I  know.  How  to  relate  to  our  communities  as  who  we 
are.  Not  just  to  be  tolerated  if  we’re  cooperative  and  don’t  make  too  big  of  a  deal  of  being 
lesbians  and  feminists.  I  think  we’re  making  some  progress.  But  it’s  slow. 

In  order  to  build  successful  coalitions  we  have  to  discover  our  real  connections  to  each 
other.  It’s  not  enough  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  common  oppressors  and  therefore  we 
must  join  together  to  fight  against  them.  That  seems  too  fragile  a  basis  for  alliances.  Our 
relationships  with  each  other  must  go  deeper  than  that.  What  we’ve  got  to  do  is  to  start 
really  telling  each  other  who  we  are,  what  we  care  about,  what  our  lives  are  like. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  I  gave  a  speech  at  the  Lesbian-Gay  Pride  Rally  and  said  that 
something  I  needed  in  order  to  determine  whether  there  are  viable  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  is  to  hear  gay  men  discuss  in  a  serious  way  what  it  means  to  them  to  be 
gay  men.  I  still  need  to  know  more  about  how  you  see  your  oppression.  How  you  feel  your 
oppression  links  you  to  lesbians,  women,  people  of  color,  and  poor  and  working  class  peo¬ 
ple. 

What  I’m  asking  is  that  everyone  here  look  into  themselves  to  discover  what  ties  us  to 
each  other.  To  me,  one  of  the  most  insidious  effects  Of  the  society  we  live  in  is  that  it  tries 
to  totally  obscure  the  fact  that  we  have  anything  in  common.  Can  we  cut  through  all  the  di¬ 
visions  to  find  a  common  humanity?  Can  we  also  in  this  process,  as  Audre  Lorde  says, 
learn  to  value  our  differences  rather  than  fear  them? 

We  need  to  take  responsibility  for  how  we  oppress  each  other,  all  of  us,  in  all  possible 
combinations,  and  how  we  oppress  ourselves.  I’m  referring  to  the  effects  of  racism,  sexism, 
classism,  and  homophobia  turned  inward  in  the  form  of  self-hatred. 

These  are  some  ideas  of  directions  we  all  need  to  take,  including  me.  And  believe  me  I 
don’t  have  a  blueprint.  I  think  all  we  can  do  is  to  acknowledge  what  we  don’t  know,  that 
we  don’t  know,  be  willing  to  be  creative,  to  take  risks,  to  try  to  be  open  to  each  other,  hard 
as  that  is. 

All  of  our  lives  depend  on  it. 

©Beverly  Smith,  1981 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/p  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


the  real  me 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  you  to  add  my  two  cents  worth, 
maybe  a  little  more,  on  several  topics. 

First,  I  feel  GCN  is  a  very  professional  and  bal¬ 
anced  newspaper.  I  am  also  very  proud  to  be  a 
subscriber  to  your  paper.  However,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  GCN  censorship,  the  following  two  items: 

1.  Speaking  Out  (“Nude  Pictures”  by  Michael 

Thompson,  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  44). 

2.  Community  Voices  ("GCN Censorship”)  by 

Tom  Reeves,  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  44) 

I  feel  GCN  has  overused  its  censorship  rights. 
Michael  Thompson’s  pictures  were  in  no  way  of¬ 
fensive  to  me  and  would  have  added  visually  to 
his  newspaper  article. 

I  have  had  the  chance  to  read  several  gay  news¬ 
papers  and  magazines  and  GCN  is  the  best  in  my 
book.  Censorship  is  a  tough  subject  in  all  busi¬ 
nesses  and  there  is  always  somebody  who  would 
be  offended  or  take  exception  to  anything  that 
you  publish.  Therefore,  I  think  you  are  doing  a 
great  job  and  keep  it  up. 

Secondly,  I  come  from  a  small  south  Texas 
town  of  about  3,000  people,  mostly  rednecks,  and 
GCN  has  helped  me  to  find  the  real  me  by  being  a 
very  professional  gay  newspaper.  GCN  has 
helped  me  to  understand  and  deal  with  my  once 
closeted  gay  life.  Thanks. 

Finally,  last  week,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
spend  a  fun-filled  week  in  New  Orleans  with  its 
very  large  open  gay  community.  This  was  the  first 
time  in  my  life  that  I  have  known  what  it  is  like  to 
be  totally  free  to  be  gay  and  accepted  by  both 
straight  and  gay  communities.  It  was  a  great  feel¬ 
ing,  however,  I  found  there  and  other  places,  the 
split  is  in  the  gay  community  between  gay  men 
and  women.  We  are  all  people,  fighting  to  be  free 
and  we  should  not  be  fighting  each  other.  Maybe 
GCN  can  help  by  writing  an  article  or  two  on  this 
split  from  both  sides  and  maybe  we  can  all  get  to¬ 
gether  as  people  helping  each  other  to  make  it  in 
this  world. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  again,  GCN, 
you’re  great.  Let’s  all  work  together  as  friends, 
maybe  not  necessarily  understanding  each  other 
totally,  but  totally  accepting  each  other  as  differ¬ 
ent,  as  friends,  as  people. 

Yours  truly, 

Eric  J.  Erickson 
Boeme,  TX 


inspired 

GCN  Staff,  Friends: 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  people  connected  with 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  conference  held  at  BU  for 
making  it  a  memorable  event.  I  hope  our  com¬ 
munity  supports  future  events  and  doubles  the 
number  of  participants. 

The  workshops  on  Sunday  were  informative 
and  inspiring.  They  provided  a  fine  vehicle  for 
meeting  people,  sharing  ideas  and  raising  aware¬ 
ness.  Once  again  I  am  impressed  by  the  candor 
and  commitment  of  those  involved  in  the  struggle 
to  be  free. 

I  am  happy  to  be  a  part  of  a  community  that 
supports  individual  freedom  which  is  a  challenge 
amid  the  diversity  of  gays  and  lesbians.  I  also 
respect  GCN  for  venturing  into  “black  sheep” 
territory  with  articles  on  pornography,  lesbian 
S/M,  and  man/boy  love. 

I  believe  there  is  much  more  danger  in  being 
silent  than  in  speaking  out.  We  have  already  been 
silenced  once  by  the  “other”  community. 

Lastly,  I  owe  this  letter  to  Diane  Green  who 
challenged  us  at  the  rally  to  express  our  views 
through  the  media. 

AMI 

Roslindale,  MA 


the  place  was  ours 

Dear  Sirs  (sic): 

I  want  to  share  my  feelings  at  hearing  the  San 
Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  1  have  been  in  the 
opera  house  many  times  and  of  course  with  many 
gay  people  but  walking  up  the  grand  staircase 
Tuesday  evening  I  thought,  “Tonight  this  place  is 
ours!”  And  it  was,  and  it  was  wonderful! 

Richard  Dyer  pointed  out  that  a  chorus  has  an 
historical  tradition.  It  permits  a  community  (usu¬ 
ally  religious  or  academic)  to  express  its  fervor,  its 
joy  at  being  together,  in  a  way  which  would  be  in¬ 
sufficient  if  put  into  words.  Perhaps  these  are 
feelings  which  straight  people  have  more  often 
but  several  of  us  noticed  that  for  the  first  time  we 
had  an  artistic  experience  which  put  into  an  es¬ 
sence  the  things  we  feel  about  being  gay.  I  hope 
others  were  similarly  moved. 

Sincerely, 

Richard  Pillard 
Boston,  MA 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

Seneral  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


*iOn  ctBiOr*  cwQO't 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  Sot 

Doys  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 
David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


WHEN  YOU  CALL 
“TOWN  TAXI” 


536-5000 


536-5000 


YOUR  CAB  RESPONDS  SO  FAST! 

KEEP  YOUR  HAT  ON!! 

—WE  ALSO  HAVE- 

FAST  PACKAGE  DELIVERY  SERVICE-24  HOURS  DAILY 
“FOR  THE  BEST  IN  TOWN  -  CALL  TOWN” 


complete  feck  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  lock; 
locks  changed  and  install* 
plete  saf 


_ _ _ Jed 

complete  safe  servicing  * 
door  jambs  repaired 
id  reinforced 


one 


Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues.  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  Available  for 
Groups 

women-worker,  owned  and  controlled 
639  Mass .  five . ,  Cambridge  547-2302 


plumbing 

&  heating 


Robert 
427-2778  Qt=±L—^-^J 


PLEASANT  SERVICE 
CLEANERS 

Alterations  &  Repairs 


•  Tailoring 

•  Personalized  Service 

•  Box  Storage 

•  Fur  Storage 

•  Hours  7  A.M.-6  P.M. 
Monday-  F  r  Iday 

•  Saturday  8  A.M.-5  P.M. 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 

Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 02111 


»•••••• 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunqult’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies.  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


52^*64 


Women  owned  &  operated 
t  ree  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


The 

Gabriel  Apartments 


104-1 04A  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)487-3232 

Laurel  &  Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeepers 


For  Women 


Apartments  &  Guest  Rooms 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


behayior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON.  MASS.  02116 


Custody 

Continued  from  page  1 
zweig  twice  presented  the  judge 
with  “emergent  orders”  request¬ 
ing  custody  of  the  girls  immediate¬ 
ly  on  the  grounds  that  they  were 
being  brutalized  and  terrorized  by 
Dempsey. 

“I  heard  the  final  conference 
the  judge  had  with  the  children,” 
Shepherd  said,  “and  what  was 
clear  to  me  was  that  Rosie  yells 
too  much.  But  in  my  house,  if  that 
was  a  basis  for  changing  custody, 
my  kids  would  have  been  gone  by 
the  time  they  were  six.” 

Williams  said  that  Silverzweig 
alleged  “every  stereotype  you’ve 
ever  heard  about  lesbians,  includ¬ 
ing  child  molestation  .  .  .  and 
beatings  by  Rosemary.  He  testi¬ 
fied  that  the  kids  were  given  butch 
haircuts.  Pictures  were  produced 
which  contradicted  this.  A  friend 
of  [Silverzweig’s]  family  testified 
that  my  lover  and  I  made  love  in 
front  of  the  kids  —  ‘acting  like  ani¬ 
mals’ —  and  that  Jennifer  was  so 
upset  that  she  almost  committed 
suicide.  Jennifer  denied  she’d  ever 
seen  us  doing  anything  other  than 
sleeping  and  had  never  attempted 
to  commit  suicide.” 

Williams  said  that  on  the  basis 
of  what  she  heard  Silverzweig  say 
to  Amy  and  Jennifer  in  taped  tele¬ 
phone  conversations,  she  believes 
he  was  trying  to  turn  them  against 
their  mother. 

“He  said  things  like,  ‘Your  mo¬ 
ther  doesn’t  really  love  you,  she 
just  works  for  the  lesbian  move¬ 
ment.’  And  ‘If  you  love  your  mo¬ 
ther  more  than  your  father,  you’re 
going  to  be  a  lesbian  if  you’re  a 
girl.’  And  they  didn’t  want  to  be 
lesbians  because  their  father  told 
them  that  a  lesbian  is  a  terrible 
thing.  .  .  .  And  he  said  these 
things  in  telephone  conversations 
that  he  knew  were  being  taped. 
You  can  imagine  what  he  said 
when  he  had  them  over  the  week¬ 
end.” 

Shepherd  commented,  “Listen¬ 
ing  to  the  tapes,  I  heard  [Silver¬ 
zweig]  give  the  impression  that  life 
would  be  a  Christmas  tree  when 
they  came  to  live  with  him,  and  a 
steady  inference  that  things  were 
dangerous  and  bad  living  with 
their  mother.  Not  necessarily  be¬ 
cause  she’s  a  lesbian.  He  said 
things  like,  ‘You  don’t  like  your 
school,  you’re  growing  up  disad¬ 
vantaged  where  you  live’  —  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  fact  that  they  lived  in 
an  integrated  neighborhood  and 
went  to  school  with  many  Puerto 
Rican  and  black  friends.  We  made 
much  of  that  [his  racism]  in 
court.” 

How  can  children  involved  in 
custody  battles  be  protected  from 
undue  influence  in  choosing  the 
parent  with  whom  they  want  to 
live? 

“I  don’t  think  you  can  protect 
them.  You  would  have  to  police 
every  conversation  that  takes 
place  between  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren.  .  .  .  We  tried  to  ensure  fair¬ 
ness  in  this  case;  the  rule  was  that 
neither  parent  was  to  denigrate  the 
other.” 

Williams,  who  represented 
Dempsey  in  her  victorious  custody 
battle  last  year  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  5),  said  that  Coburn  coerced 
Wales  into  settling  for  joint  custo¬ 
dy.  “In  April,  at  the  end  of  ten 
weeks  of  testimony,  the  judge  said 
that  he  wanted  them  to  agree  to 
joint  custody  .  .  .  and  if  they 
wouldn’t  he  would  award  custody 
of  the  girls  to  Stanley  and  he 
would  word  his  decision  in  such  a 
way  that  Maggie  couldn’t  possibly 
win  on  appeal.  In  other  words,  he 
would  say  that  he  believed  all  the 
outrageous  allegations  Stanley 
had  made  against  her  .  .  .  [be¬ 
cause]  it’s  very  difficult  in  appel¬ 
late  court  to  overturn  a  finding  of 
fact,  as  opposed  to  a  finding  of 
law.” 

Williams  told  GCN  that  Co¬ 
burn,  in  encouraging  Wales  and 
her  ex-husband  to  share  custody, 
is  following  a  judicial  trend  favor¬ 
ing  joint  custody  as  “the  ideal.” 
She  further  stated  that  Coburn 
was  pressured  by  the  community 
continued  on  page  7 


Custody 

continued  from  page  6 
as  well  as  by  his  colleagues  to  re¬ 
move  the  children  from  their  les¬ 
bian  mother’s  home. 

“Maggie  received  outrageously 
bad  press,”  Williams  said.  “The 
press  was  present  only  for  the  first 
few  days  of  testimony,  when  [the 
father’s]  witnesses  were  saying 
that  Rosemary  beat  the  children, 
for  instance.  They  [the  reporters] 
disappeared  during  the  weeks  and 
weeks  [of  cross  examination  and 
testimony]  on  Wales’s  behalf.  The 
judge  even  talked  off  the  record 
before  court  was  in  session  about 
how  he’d  gone  to  a  party  and 
everyone  around  was  talking 
about  what  a  horrible  person  Mar¬ 
garet  was.  ...  He  also  mentioned 
political  pressure  being  put  on  him 
by  colleagues. 

“But  the  man  is  a  genius.  He 
didn’t  leave  them  in  her  custody, 
but  he  didn’t  take  custody  away 
from  a  lesbian,  either.  So  he  looks 
like  the  greatest  liberal  in  the 
world  —  and  it’s  a  non-appealable 
decision!” 

Williams  added  that  from  a  le¬ 
gal  standpoint,  the  settlement  is 
not  damaging  to  lesbians  “be¬ 
cause  the  judge  has  allowed  a  les¬ 
bian  living  with  her  lover  and  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  movement  to  maintain 
custody.  It’s  only  a  disaster  when 
you  look  at  the  personalities  in¬ 
volved.” 

Shepherd  said  that  the  agree¬ 
ment  is  designed  in  such  a  way 
that  if  the  girls  decide  that  they 
want  to  live  with  their  mother,  she 
will  not  have  to  return  to  court  to 
fight  for  custody  or  child  support. 

Wales  is  not  available  for  com¬ 
ment  at  this  time.  Shepherd  said 
that  Wales  feels  “very  bruised” 
by  the  custody  battle.  “Silver- 
zweig  made  sexual  preference  the 
big  weight  in  his  case.  Although 
he  began  by  saying  that  it  was  not 
the  issue,  he  made  it  the  issue. 
How  can  you  emerge  from  that 

without  feeling  beaten  up?  I  think 
that’s  what  Maggie  feels  at  this 
point  —  and  frankly,  so  would  I.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Book 

Continued  from  page  1 
program  for  women  alcoholics, 
are  victims  of  incest,  not 
necessarily  non-consenting,  with 
uncles  or  step  brothers  or 
brothers.  One  woman  had  sex  for 
years  with  her  brother  because  that 
was  accepted  in  her  family  and  she 
thought  that’s  what  she  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  do.” 

Tucker-Honeycutt  nevertheless 
feels  that  children  and  teenagers 
should  be  educated  about  sexual¬ 
ity  at  home. 

“Family  planning  representa¬ 
tives  came  to  a  health  class  at  the 
high  school  and  told  them, 
‘You’re  not  really  children,  you’re 
adults’.  Now,  what  15-  or  16-year- 
old  wouldn’t  love  to  hear  that 
from  an  adult?  But  it  creates  a 
disciplinary  problem  at  home  and 
the  one  that  is  abused  the  most 
here  is  the  child,  because  he  needs 
a  set  of  messages  to  hang  on  to 
until  he  is  an  adult,  when  he  can 
correctly  assimilate  the  informa¬ 
tion  and  make  choices.” 

She  continued,  “They  [family 
planning  representatives]  taught  a 
whole  class  on  masturbation.  A 
student  asked,  ‘Is  it  okay?’  They 
said,  ‘If  it  feels  good,  do  it’.  Now, 
I’m  not  saying  I’m  for  or  against 
masturbation,  but  they’re  interfer¬ 
ing  with  family  matters. 

“Kids  are  being  used  as  guinea 
pigs  at  experimental  laboratories. 

.  .  .  When  I  think  of  all  the 
valuable  classroom  time  spent  on 
these  things,  it’s  no  wonder 
Johnnie  can’t  read.” 

Last  spring  a  group  of  employ¬ 
ees  at  local  service  agencies  formed 
a  group  called  Apple  Corps  and 
volunteered  to  present  a  series  of 
Saturday  workshops  on  sexuality 
to  teenagers.  When  Evans  learned 
that  the  topics  to  be  discussed 
would  include  birth-control,  VD 
and  homosexuality,  he  leafletted 
around  the  town.  In  response  to 
community  concern,  Apple  Corps 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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harvard- radcliffe  gsa 

SCIENCE  CENTER  CAFE 

-north  of  harvard  yard- 

FRIDAY,  JULY  10,  9** 00-1*00 
$2  w/ college  ID,  $3  w/out. 

men  &  women  welcom  » 
1/2  OF  PROCEEDS  TO  NGTF 
TO  FIGHT  THE  FAMILY  PROTECTION  ACT 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUI 

SO.  STATION  423-43** 


Direct  from  New  York: 

Golden  Boys 
Meatrack 


(( 


Navy  Blue 


5  J 


X 


Boston's  Best  A/t  Mate  S/to k  . 


WATERSHIP 

INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  TUtela 


I’.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
I’rovincctown.  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday 
cocktails  in 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 
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J  an  inn 


24  SHORE  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE 
(207)  646-2181 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testingfireatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  -  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
ot  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 
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H  AIRO  TS  TO  GO  E  A 
SENSE  Of  WELLrSEING 

CORNtR  Of  M:*BIR\  AND  HIRffORD  STRUTS 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 


Reweaving  Masculinity: 

The  Seventh  National 
x  Conference  on  Men  and  Masculinity 


June  12-16,  1981  Tufts  University  Medford,  Massachusetts 


By  Joe  Interrante 

I  came  to  the  Seventh  National  Conference  on 
Men  and  Masculinity  with  misgivings  about  the 
politics  of  the  men's  movement.  The  literature  on 
the  changing  male  "sex  role"  was  predominantly 
white,  middle  class  and  heterosexual;  at  best,  it 
had  treated  experiences  of  class,  race  and 
sexual  orientation  as  "adjuncts"  to  the  "primary" 
division  of  male  and  female.  I  distrusted  a 
literature  which  by  its  silence  told  gay  men  that 
they  were  just  like  heterosexual  men  except  for 
what  they  did  in  bed.  I  distrusted  a  literature 
which  told  men  that  being  gentle  didn't  mean 
they  were  sissies,  or  that  wanting  to  touch  and 
hold  men  didn't  mean  that  they  wanted  to 
"sleep"  with  men.  What  if  I  was  a  sissy?  What  if  I 
did  want  to  be  sexual  with  other  men?  Was  this 
the  men's  movement?  Would  this  be  a  con¬ 
ference  of  "sympathetic"  heterosexual  men 
loosening  up  themselves  at  my  expense? 

As  a  radical  trying  to  work  out  a  socialist  feminist 
understanding  of  gender,  I  also  expected  the  conference  to 
be,  at  best,  liberal,  and  at  worst,  extremely  anti¬ 
intellectual.  I  distrusted  the  claim  that  men  were  "oppressed 
too."  Masculinity  was  certainly  alienating,  even  destructive 
of  men's  potentials  as  human  beings,  but  the  claim  of 
oppression  seemed  to  skirt  the  fundamental  issue  of  power 
and  privilege.  It  also  seemed  to  me  that  movement  writers 
had  facilely  equated  changes  in  the  forms  of  male  behavior 
with  automatic  changes  in  the  substance  of  male  privilege. 
This  equation  seemed  to  fall  quite  easily,  whether  intended 
or  not,  into  the  anti-feminist  message  of  films  like  Kramer 
vs.  Kramer  and  Ordinary  People,  which,  through  their 
presentation  of  "sensitive  fathers"  and  "insensitive 
mothers,"  blamed  women  for  problems  rooted  in  the  social 
relations  of  capitalist  patriarchy.  I  had  seen  and  heard  men 
whom  the  media  called  "men's  movement  figures"  make 
similar  accusations.  I  distrusted  a  politics  of  "personal 
growth"  which  seemed  not  to  question  the  directions  of  that 
growth.  And  1  wondered  if  men  at  the  conference  would 
consider  such  questions  "avoiding  what's  going  on  with  your 
feelings." 

I  list  these  misgivings  because  I  believe  that  many  people 
hold  some  or  all  of  them.  In  part  these  assumptions  are  due 
to  the  media's  misrepresentation  of  this  movement;  in  part 
they  are  an  outgrowth  of  women's  experiences  with  men, 
and  gay  men's  experiences  with  heterosexual  men,  in 
general.  My  own  suspicions  came  from  experiences  which 
ranged  from  the  implicit  sexism  and  heterosexism  that 
characterize  many  movements  for  social  change,  to  the 
possibility  of  queerbashing  and  other  anti-gay  violence 
which  is  part  of  my  day-to-day  life.  Some  at  this  conference 
would  call  this  distrust  "heterophobia,"  but  I  think  the  word 
is  a  misnomer.  It  ignores  the  reality  in  which  those  fears  and 
anger  are  based.  Individual  gay  men  may  indeed  act 
hostilely  and  unfairly  toward  heterosexual  men  —  and  this 
is  an  issue  which  gay  men  need  to  explore  and  deal  with  — 
but  this  anger  is  no  more  "heterophobic"  than  women's 
anger  and  distrust  of  men  can  be  called  "sexist."  „ 

Most  of  all,  I  list  these  misgivings  because  I  found  them 
challenged  and  in  part  disproven  by  my  experience  at  this 
conference.  What  I  found  was  a  loose  network  of  local  and 
regional  groups  working  to  build  a  pro-feminist,  pro-gay 
and  anti-racist  movement.  These  groups  range  from  men's 
support  groups,  to  anti-rape  and  anti-battery  organizations, 
to  the  nationally  organized  Men  Allied  Nationally  (MAN)  for 
ERA.  This  network  was  quite  different  from  the  monolithic 
"men  s  movement"  portrayed  by  the  news  media. 

The  Men's  Movement: 
Feminist  and  Anti-Feminist 

I  discovered,  for  example,  that  there  are  not  one  but  two 
distinct  men's  movements  organized  toward  very  different 
goals.  At  the  same  time  that  this  conference  was  taking 
place  at  Tufts  University  in  Medford,  a  group  known  as  "Free 
Men"  was  holding  a  conference  in  Houston,  Texas,  to 
organize  a  "National  Congress  of  Men."  Free  Men  is  based 
in  Columbia,  Maryland,  and  has  individuals  and  groups 
operating  around  the  country.  (There  is  a  large  and  active 
group  in  Boston.)  I  talked  to  Shepherd  Bliss,  who  teaches 
men’s  studies  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  is  a  member  of 
the  California  Anti-Sexist  Men's  Political  Caucus,  and  served 
as  press  coordinator  for  this  conference.  His  description  of 
some  of  the  differences  between  the  two  groups  was  sub¬ 
stantiated  by  a  letter  sent  to  the  conference  by  Robert  Sides, 
the  director  of  Free  Men  Boston.  My  sense  is  that  the  groups 
start  from  a  similar  point  —  that  men  are  damaged  by 
patriarchy  —  but  move  from  there  in  radically  different 
directions.  Free  Men  argue  that  women  "oppress”  men 
through  their  emotional  power,  that  women  are 
privileged"  by  affirmative  action,  divorce  settlements,  draft 
acts,  sexual  harassment  hearings,  statutory  rape  laws,  etc. 
According  to  a  New  York  Times  article  on  the  Houston 


conference,  they  also  argue  that  abortion  rights  "deny"  the 
rights  of  the  father.  "I  don't  know  what's  happening  at  the 
Free  Men  conference,"  Bliss  told  me.  "The  publicity  shows 
all  the  men  in  suits  and  ties,  and  it  costs  a  lot  more  to  get  in. 

.  .  .  They  seem  to  be  mostly  professionals,  lawyers  and 
doctors.  An  ex-president  of  the  organization  made  a  speech 
that  was  pro-capitalist,  pro-family  and  pro-heterosexual. 
They  dissociate  themselves  from  those  who  want  a  wider 
pluralism,  a  pluralist  movement.  The  group  is  not  strongly 
gtfy,  although  some  of  the  members  are." 

Bliss  feels  that  there  is,  to  some  extent,  an  intellectual 
sympathy  between  the  two  movements,  based  on  their 
common  experiences  of  being  socialized  as  men.  The 
differences  emerge  over  how  the  two  movements  interpret 
and  come  to  grips  with  that  experience.  "Sometimes 
individual  women  do  abuse  individual  men,  but  that's  not  a 
political  question.  We  shouldn't  generalize  from  that  to 
contend  that  women  have  privilege  —  which  they  [Free 
Men]  do,"  Bliss  says. 

These  differences  surfaced  in  the  conference  over  a 
submitted  workshop  on  "A  Look  at  the  Violence  Women  Do 
to  Men."  The  conference  planning  committee  rejected  the 
proposal  as  not  in  line  with  the  "Men  and  Violence" 
workshop  series.  Some  men  objected  to  the  decision  on  the 
grounds  of  censorship,  an  issue  which  some  people  told  me 
has  existed  since  the  fifth  national  conference  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1978.  The  workshop  was  still  rejected,  but  a 
compromise  was  reached  by  inviting  a  member  of  Free  Men 
to  speak  at  the  closing  panel  of  the  conference.  However, 
this  invitation  was  withdrawn  when  some  of  the  anti-rape 
and  anti-battering  groups  protested.  Bliss  feels  that  "he 
should  not  have  been  invited  in  the  first  place.  It  created  a 
lot  of  guilt  about  having  uninvited  him.” 

Guilt?  Bliss  explains,  "The  men's  movement  doesn't  have 
the  history  of  the  women's  movement.  We  don't  have 
working  relations  of  trust  yet.  We  don't  have  agreement  on 
issues."  This  problem  of  relative  youth  is  compounded  by 
the  contradictions  men  face  in  trying  to  change  their  roles. 
"[Non-traditional]  men  have  a  problem  taking  leadership. 
There  is  a  failure  to  take  sensible  positions  and  argue  them. 

We  know  the  kinds  of  men  we  don't  want  in  the  movement, 

and  we  know  that  we  want  men  to  be  more  like  women,  to 
take  on  more  of  the  socialized  traits  of  women.  But  we  often 
get  caught  in  the  contradictions  of  that,  and  get  wishy- 
washy.  The  difficulty  in  the  men's  movement  is  saying  no  to 
anybody  and  wanting  to  be  totally  open  and  inclusive.  These 
are  basic  values.  But  at  times  you  have  to  say  'no.'  That 
results  in  a  lot  of  guilt  feelings.  And  the  men's  movement 
has  to  deal  with  a  lot  of  guilt  around  recognizing  the 
feminist  critique  of  patriarchy.  Realizing  that  we're  all  men. 
It’s  a  practical  problem  and  it's  a  theoretical  problem.  We 
don't  have  a  theory  to  guide  us,  we  don't  have  adequate 
leadership,  there  are  all  the  differences  in  having  an  organi¬ 
zation  of  gay  and  heterosexual  people.  .  .  .  My  personal 
conviction  is  that  there  is  a  fear  of  being  organized,  that  it's 
too  traditional  male." 

Bliss  feels  that  the  conflict  between  Free  Men  and  the 
anti-sexist  men  could  lead  to  a  more  forthright  politics  by 
clarifying  the  differences  between  the  two  movements.  "It 
can  happen  dialectically.  We  can  take  a  position  and  argue 
it  effectively  and  not  back  off  from  it  —  some  of  us  are 
backing  off  from  it  when  challenged.  .  .  .  What  we  want  to 
do  is  talk  with  them  [Free  Men],  counsel  them  and  recognize 
their  feelings,  and  encourage  them  to  see  the  larger  issue." 
I  am  not  so  sure  that  all  these  men  are  open  to  dialogue, 
given  what  Bliss  says  about  the  closed  nature  of  Free  Men.  It 
seems  to  me  similar  to  trying  to  "counsel"  Phyllis  Schlafly 
about  reproductive  rights  and  the  ERA.  But  I  can  see  the 
importance  of  reaching  the  vast  majority  of  men  who  are 
experiencing  tumultuous  changes  in  their  lives,  and  for 
whom  the  Free  Men  and  the  anti-sexist  men  offer  two  very 
different  ways  of  dealing  with  those  experiences.  The 
difference  can  be  found  in  the  approaches  of  the  rejected 
Free  Men's  workshop  on  "The  Violence  Women  Do  to  Men," 
and  a  workshop  which  did  take  place  on  "Men's  Anger  at 
Women."  If  the  former  seems  to  blame  women's  behavior 
for  that  anger,  the  latter  focused  on  men's  expectations  of 
women  as  the  starting  point  for  critical  self-examination  of 
that  anger.  At  the  closing  panel  on  "The  Men's  Movement  in 
the  '80s,"  one  man  spoke  of  men's  anger  as  one  of  the 
important  issues  for  grassroots  organizing  —  an  issue 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  anti-rape  and  anti-battery  groups  are 
working  on  concretely,  and  one  related  centrally  to  the 
mobilization  of  men  around  feminist  issues. 

I  am  surprised  by  Bliss's  articulation  of  issues,  by  his 
ability  to  blend  personal  experiences  and  a  larger 
theoretical  perspective  in  a  way  which  subordinates  neither. 
Is  he  typical?  My  sense  is  that  he  is  not  —  his  workshop  on 
"Men's  Alienation"  is  one  of  two  (out  of  74)  that  mentions 
the  word  "capitalism"  —  and  this  sense  is  confirmed  by  our 
discussion  of  his  background.  Bliss  was  involved  in  the  anti¬ 
imperialist  movements,  lived  in  Chile  during  the  Allende 
years,  and  used  to  write  for  the  leftist  weekly  the  Guardian. 
"So  long  as  I  wrote  on  anti-imperialist  issues,  it  was  OK.  But 
when  I  wanted  to  write  on  sexual  politics,  I  was  told  no.  So  I 
chose  not  to  associate  with  the  Guardian-,  I  chose  to  as¬ 
sociate  with  men.  Now  the  Guardian  has  changed  and  does 
carry  those  kinds  of  articles.  But  within  the  socialist 
movement  I  feel  very  isolated  and  very  lonely.  I  feel  that  the 
cutting  edge  of  Reagan's  politics  is  sexual  politics.  So  in  the 


Marxist  movement  I  have  trouble.  ...  As  a  Marxist  at  this 
conference,  I'm  also  definitely  a  minority.  .  .  .  Within  the 
men  s  movement  I  find  myself  a  radical  among  a  lot  of  liber 
als  who  feel  good  and  want  to  improve  those  feelings  —  al 
of  which  I  take  seriously  and  think  is  important.  But  holding 
out  for  a  radical  total  analysis  is  hard,  because  I  want  to  fee 
loved;  I  want  people  to  like  me.  What  I  find  happening  i: 
that  I  feel  uncomfortable  about  getting  angry.  I  find  mysel' 
caught.  In  the  men's  movement  sometimes  I  feel:  will  these 
guys  be  with  me  when  the  shit  comes  down?  Will  they  stanc 
up?  That's  a  question  a  lot  of  people  have  to  ask  and  that  al 
gay  people  have  to  ask,  that  black  people  have  to  ask 
You’re  here  today,  are  you  going  to  be  here  tomorrow? 

"So  I  come  to  the  conference,  and  sometimes  I  feel  out  o< 
it.  But  I  find  a  lot  of  allies  too.  I  feel  that  the  men: 
movement  meets  some  of  my  needs.  I  feel  a  better  man  as  < 
result  of  it.  My  life  is  better  because  of  the  men': 
movement." 

The  Spatial  Politics 
of  Men's  Liberation 

"According  to  usage  and  conventions  which  are  at  las 
being  questioned,  but  have  by  no  means  been  overcome,' 
John  Berger  observes  in  Ways  of  Seeing,  "the  soda 
presence  of  a  woman  is  different  in  kind  from  that  of  a  man 
A  man's  presence  is  dependent  upon  the  promise  of  powe 
which  he  embodies.  If  the  promise  is  large  and  credible  hi: 
presence  is  striking.  If  it  is  small  or  incredible,  he  is  found  t< 
have  little  presence.  The  promised  power  may  be  moral 
physical,  temperamental,  economic,  social,  sexual  —  but  it: 
object  is  always  exterior  to  the  man.  A  man's  presenc: 
suggests  what  he  is  capable  of  doing  to  you  or  for  you.  Hi: 
presence  may  be  fabricated,  in  the  sense  that  he  pretend- 
to  be  capable  of  what  he  is  not.  But  the  presence  is  alway 
towards  a  power  which  he  exercises  on  others." 

As  Berger  suggests,  this  masculine  "presence"  is  both  ai 
outward  style  of  presentation  and  an  internalized  self 
image.  It  is  at  its  core  instrumental  in  nature  (what  he  cai 

do  to  or  for  you).  It  is  communicated  through  the  suggeMtoi 

of  distance  from  others,  which  establishes  the  individualize 
presence  of  the  man  and  helps  to  maintain  the  illusor 
promise  of  the  man's  power,  to  set  him  above  by  setting  hin 
apart.  In  the  body  language  of  masculinity,  men  do  no 
touch,  except  for  occasional  back-slapping  which  represse 
as  much  (probably  more)  as  it  expresses.  (I  was  at  a  meetin; 
once  where  we  discovered  that  the  men  had  all  sat  in  chair 
while  women  shared  the  couch  —  this  is  simply  on' 
example  of  the  way  distance  is  maintained.)  Distance  is  als' 
maintained  on  an  emotional  level:  men  talk  abou 
themselves  but  rarely  from  themselves;  they  are  trained  no 
to  be  directly  introspective,  but  to  organize  their  thoughts 
to  clear  out  the  self-doubts,  before  speaking. 

Men  came  to  this  conference  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  bu 
one  of  the  most  frequently  voiced  goals  was  to  use  it  as  a 
opportunity  to  break  through  some  of  this  isolation.  Indeed 
one  of  the  oldest  and  perhaps  strongest  features  of  men' 
conferences  has  been  the  creation  of  an  environmen 
supporting  this  kind  of  personal  growth.  Many  of  the  7 
workshops  were  patterned  after  consciousness-raisin' 
sessions,  and  the  speakers  on  panels  emphasized  thei 
experiences  in  a  way  which  expressed  the  complexity  e 
nuance  and  sensation.  There  was  allotted  time  for  men  t 
gather  in  "affinity  groups,"  with  interests  ranging  fror 
alcoholism  to  homophobia  to  domestic  violence  counseling 
to  share  their  experiences  and  ideas.  There  were  culture 
events  of  theatre,  song  and  poetry  scheduled  each  evening 
There  was  an  impromptu  dance  after  those  events  on 
evening.  And  there  was  time  to  socialize  and  play. 

"It  is  political  for  men  to  be  playful,"  one  man  tells  me;  hi 
view  is  echoed  by  many  others.  It  may  be  difficult  at  first  t 
take  this  idea  seriously.  We  have  all  grown  up  in  a  culture  i 
which  play  is  regarded  as  an  idle,  trivial  pursuit,  somethin 
reserved  for  children.  That  equation  suggests  some  of  it 
importance  for  men.  Play  (as  opposed  to  "leisure")  i 
actively  pursued  for  its  own  sake;  it  is  open-ended  and  nor 
instrumental.  Play  is  animated  by  fantasy  and  imaginatior 
it  allows  men  to  act  "as  if."  In  that  sense,  play  allows  men  t 
experience  what  non-traditional  interactions  —  interaction 
not  organized  around  a  division  of  labor  —  might  become, 
allows  men  to  experience  masculinity  (as  one  man  noted)  a 
something  to  enjoy  rather  than  as  something  around  whic 
to  erect  a  presence. 

All  of  this  is  important,  and  needs  to  remain  an  integre 
part  of  men  s  movement  activity.  But  there  is  a  way  in  whic 
these  activities  can  seduce  you  into  a  kind  of  stasis.  Ther 
are  limits  to  consciousness-raising  as  a  means  for  changin 
the  social  relationships  and  presence  of  masculinity.  CR  co 
reach  a  dead-end  of  "personal"  differences.  Play  ca  i 
generate  a  sensibility,  but  in  itself  it  cannot  translate  the 
sensibility  into  specific  goals  and  strategies.  Left  at  thi 
level,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  sensibility  can  itself  become 
way  to  exercise  power;  I  saw  a  few  men  at  workshops  us 
their  "sensitivity"  to  dominate  the  group.  It  also  seems  tj 
me  that  the  use  of  this  sensibility  animates  a  film  lik 
Kramer  vs.  Kramer  and  is  part  of  the  difficulty  which  th 
anti-sexist  men  have  in  formulating  a  political  relationshi 
toward  the  Free  Men.  This  is  a  problem  embedded  in  th 
ambiguities  of  a  "men's  politics."  It  can  support  pre 


feminist,  pro-gay  and  anti-racist  legislation  —  which  mony 
men  here  see  os  the  legislation  of  "others"  —  but  it  has  no 
legislation  of  its  own.  It  sees  its  main  function  as 
encouraging  personal  growth.  But  in  the  context  of  1980s 
reaction,  the  personal  may  not  be  political  enough.  On  local 
and  regional  levels,  much  concrete  work  in  anti-rape  and 
anti-battering  groups  does  take  place,  and  many  men's 
■  groups  do  engage  in  political  anti-sexist  work.  But  as  a  na¬ 
tional  network,  this  men's  movement  finds  itself  confronted 
by  the  limits  of  pluralism  —  an  issue  raised  tangibly  by  the 
debate  over  the  Free  Men's  presence. 

The  Privatization 
of  Gay  Concerns 

The  problems  embedded  in  an  ideal  of  absolute  pluralism 
manifested  themselves  at  this  conference  in  an  absence  of 
conference-wide  formats  to  deal  with  issues  of  class,  race 
and  sexual  orientation.  The  absence  encouraged  a  curious 
separation  between  the  ways  these  issues  were  handled 
"publicly"  at  workshops  and  panels  and  "privately”  in  so¬ 
cializing. 

In  the  specific  case  of  gay  and  heterosexual  differences, 
this  conference  seemed  a  step  backward  from  previous 
ones.  I  talked  to  Jeffrey  Beane,  a  gay  man  from  Los  Angeles 
who  has  attended  all  seven  conferences  from  1974  to  1981, 
who  shared  some  of  that  history.  The  second  conference 
had  been  scheduled  for  the  Pennsylvania  State  University 
campus  in  State  College,  Pa.,  in  1975,  but  had  to  be 
relocated  to  a  Holiday  Inn  when  the  university  withdrew  its 
permission  to  use  the  campus.  "I  think  there  were  two 
reasons  for  that,"  Beane  says.  "The  idea  that  gay  and 
straight  men  were  cooperating  was  very  threatening.  And 
there  were  a  lot  of  workshops  at  the  conference  on  sex, 
body  awareness  and  homophobia.  The  non-gay  men  were 
starting  to  act  like  gay  men,  and  that  was  very  threatening." 
The  third  conference,  in  Des  Moines,  organized 
demonstrations,  in  which  gay  and  heterosexual  men  were 
paired  up  and  sent  into  the  city  to  act  affectionately  with 
each  other  in  public.  At  the  fourth  conference  in  St.  Louis,  a 
Gay  Task  Force  formed  after  one  of  the  speakers  at  the 
opening  panel  spoke,  Beane  says,  as  if  the  entire 
conference  was  heterosexual.  This  Task  Force  formulated  a 
set  of  gay  resolutions  which  the  conference  endorsed;  they 
included  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  as  well  as  a  commitment  to 
hold  future  conferences  in  states  which  had  passed  such 
legislation  as  well  as  the  ERA;  increased  lesbian  and  gay 
social  services;  and  more  visible  gay  participation  in  the 
planning  and  content  of  future  conferences.  And  when  two 
men  were  denied  service  at  a  restaurant  because  they  were 
holding  hands,  the  conference  as  a  whole  demonstrated  at 
the  restaurant.  The  number  of  workshops  on  gay  concerns 
did  increase  at  Los  Angeles  and  Milwaukee  (where 
participants  demonstrated  for  abortion  rights).  Los  Angeles 
witnessed  toerie  circles,  which  continued  at  Milwaukee 
and  Boston.  Since  Des  Moines,  Beane  tells  me,  half  the  par¬ 
ticipants  at  conferences  have  been  gay  men. 

What  about  this  conference?  Since  Massachusetts  has  not 
passed  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  legislation,  I  wondered 
what  had  happened  to  the  St.  Louis  resolution.  Unlike  the 
last  four  conferences,  Boston  had  scheduled  no 
demonstration  or  "speak  out"  on  a  particular  issue,  and 
there  was  no  time  allotted  to  debate  and  pass  resolutions. 
And  while  at  least  half  of  the  men  at  this  conference  were 
gay,  only  a  few  workshops  reflected  gay  concerns:  two  on 
developing  a  Radical  Faggot  Identity,  one  on  specific  gay 
male  sexual  practices,  one  on  homophobia,  and  two  on  gay 
and  straight  cooperation  —  six  out  of  74. 

At  the  opening  panel,  one  man  of  eight  identified  himself 
as  gay  indirectly  by  using  his  male  lover's  name,  but  never 
suggested  in  his  remarks  that  his  sexual  orientation  had 
anything  to  do  with  his  experience  as  a  man.  This  idea,  that 
gayness  is  something  added  on  to  one's  masculinity, 
pervaded  the  workshops  I  attended  on  "general"  male  is¬ 
sues.  The  idea  that  gay  men  might  have  experienced  the 
process  of  male  socialization  differently  from  heterosexual 
men,  and  that  this  experience  might  actually  be  something 
from  which  all  men  can  learn  in  their  efforts  to  "reweave 
masculinity,"  was  never  considered.  The  upshot  was  an 
sxtreme  heterocentrism  that  ironically  also  inhibited  dis¬ 
cussions  about  how  to  change  men's  roles. 

For  example,  I  went  to  a  slideshow  on  "The  American 
Wale:  Exploring  Male  Consciousness  in  American  Society." 
Admittedly,  this  show  was  done  several  years  ago,  and 
qualified  itself  as  the  experiences  of  white  middle-class 
men.  The  show  was  a  collage  of  images  which  men  are 
supposedly  told  to  emulate:  the  narration  told  me  how 
destructive  these  images  are.  While  I  identified  with  some 
af  this  experience,  I  also  had  reactions  very  different  from 
what  I  was  being  told  to  feel.  I  found  many  of  the  images  of 
men  erotic.  I  did  not  share  the  sense  of  revulsion  to  these 
mages  which  seemed  to  be  the  reaction  of  many  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  in  the  audience. 

I  also  kept  noticing  images  that  suggested  something 
more  complicated  hidden  behind  the  simple 
lestructiveness.  For  example,  in  a  section  on  war,  I  saw  a 
ticture  of  a  soldier  holding  an  injured  or  dying  soldier.  A 
(icture,  I  thought,  of  a  man  nurturing  another  man.  I 
bought  of  gay  historian  Allan  Berube's  work  on  World  War 
I  as  a  massive  "coming  out"  experience  for  lesbians  and  gay 
nen.  And  I  thought  about  how  contradictory  the 
ixperiences  of  men  are:  how  we  need  to  rediscover  and 
tmphasize  the  ways  men  have  survived,  by  adapting  or 
ivoiding  the  limits  of  male  socialization.  In  the  discussion 
ifterwards,  I  only  heard  gay  men  raise  that  question.  I 


wondered  if  the  immediacy  of  survival  that  gay  men  face 
had  onything  to  do  with  that  difference  in  awareness.  These 
differences  needed  to  be  discussed  at  this  conference. 

The  invisibility  of  gay  issues  in  workshops  and  conference 
panels  contrasted  with  the  quite  visible  presence  of  gay 
singers,  poets  and  performers  during  the  cultural  events 
held  each  evening  during  the  conference.  It  also  contrasted 
with  some  of  my  personal  interactions  at  the  conference. 
Some  gay  and  heterosexual  men  with  whom  I  talked  told  me 
that,  at  men's  gatherings  and  conferences,  they  often  can’t 
tell  who  is  gay  and  who  is  straight  —  meaning  that  men  are 
openly  affectionate  with  one  another  regardless  of  their 
sexual  orientation.  This  was  certainly  frue  to  some  extent;  I 
noticed  this  myself,  especially  about  men  I  observed  from  a 
distance  (i.e.,  men  to  whom  I  was  not  talking  at  the  time). 
Both  heterosexual  men  and  gay  men  presented  themselves 
differently,  and  socializing  did  seem  more  relaxed  here.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  felt  a  difference  in  the  way  I  personally 
interacted  with  openly  gay  men  and  other  men,  especially  in 
the  way  these  men  touched  me.  I  don't  have  precise 
language  to  describe  this  difference  —  there  was  electricity, 
energy,  "sexuality"  in  the  touches  of  gay  men.  When  openly 
gay  men  touched  my  body,  I  could  feel  it  elsewhere;  a 
knuckle  moved  down  the  middle  of  my  chest  sent  sensations 
through  my  arms.  When  other  men  touched  me,  the 
sensations  were  localized;  they  were  sincere  and 
pleasurable,  but  they  were  different.  I  don't  expect  this 
difference  not  to  exist,  but  I  think  it  is  dangerous  to  privatize 
it  and  pretend  it  doesn't  exist  or  is  of  secondary  importance 
to  outward  behavior.  It  leaves  unquestioned  what  we  mean 
by  sexuality.  I  overheard  one  man  remark  that  he  had 
"never  been  in  such  an  explicitly  non-sexual  environment 
where  there  are  so  many  out  gay  men."  He  and  I  had  very 
different  experiences  of  this  conference,  probably  based  on 
different  ideas  of  what  is  and  is  not  sexual. 

Discussion  about  sexuality  seems  crucial  as  the  men's 
movement  begins  to  deal  with  issues  like  pornography  and 
specific  sexual  practices  regarded  as  "fringe  behavior" 
(S/M,  adult/minor  relationships,  etc.).  "Sexual 
objectification"  is  an  old  concept  in  movement  writings;  it  is 
currently  being  used  as  a  catch-all  term  to  show  that 
something  like  pornography  is  intrinsically  related  to 
violence  and  exploitation.  (If  you  look  at  someone  you  do 
not  know  and  find  yourself  "turned  on,"  you  are  objectifying 
that  person.)  I  cannot  categorize  my  own  sexual  experi¬ 
ences  so  neatly.  Does  this  mean  that  all  "sex  without 
feeling"  (as  if  there  was  such  a  thing)  is  objectification? 
Could  it  be,  rather,  sexual  play?  If  the  men's  movement  is 
going  to  avoid  talking  about  these  things,  it  will  continue  to 
connect  sex  and  power  in  a  knee-jerk  way. 

I  heard  and  saw  gay  men  become  angry  over  the 
privatization  of  gay  concerns.  And  I  heard  them  argue  with 
other  gay  men  over  whether  to  voice  their  anger  to  the 
conference  as  a  whole.  I  was  bothered  that  these  arguments 
were  only  taking  place  among  the  gay  men.  I  was  even 
more  disturbed  by  the  separation  between  what  was  going 
on  at  this  conference  on  an  individual  basis  and  what  was 
said  at  panels  and  workshops.  I  asked  Jeffrey  Beane  about 
this  separation.  Part  of  the  problem,  he  said,  is  the 
difference  in  the  experiences  of  "veterans"  of  past 
conferences  and  men's  groups,  and  of  newcomers.  Men  who 
have  been  through  the  consciousness  raising  of  Des  Moines, 
St.  Louis,  Los  Angeles  and  Milwaukee  forget  that  these 
issues  need  to  be  raised  in  an  ongoing  way  for  the  men  who 
have  not  had  these  experiences.  How  the  conference  does 
this,  he  added,  is  difficult  because  the  movement  wants  to 
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l  attract  men  (both  heterosexual  men  and  men  unsure 
'.of  their  sexual  preference)  >.  who  are  .’threatened 
by  homosexuality.*^  This  seems  to  me  a  persistent 

problem  in  a  mixed  movement.  But  the  problem  is  not 
resolved  by  tacitly  ignoring  or  at  best  ghettoizing  the  issues 
of  homophobia  and  heterosexism.  I  also  doubt  that  these 
are  issues  only  for  newcomers;  homophobia  is  not  easily 
dealt  with  by  heterosexual  men  in  one  or  two  sessions.  At 
this  conference  the  separation  was  not  challenged  until  the 
final  panel. 

The  goal  of  diversity  seems  to  have  become  a  way  of 
avoiding  questions  raised  by  differences  among  its 
members.  I  sensed  a  fear  of  raising  those  questions  because 
of  an  assumption  that  they  would  lead  to  irreconcilable 
divisions.  Yet  this  "danger”  will  only  loom  more  threat¬ 
eningly  as  the  movement  grows,  as  more  men  affiliate  with 
the  anti-sexist  movement  without  dealing  with  these 
questions.  (If  the  network  turns  into  a  national  organization, 
as  some  men  propose,  this  problem  will  become  more 
pressing.)  Some  men  seemed  to  believe  that  gay  men  dealt 
with  these  issues  in  the  gay  movement,  and  therefore  did 
not  need  or  want  to  raise  them  here.  This  is  a  misperception 
of  the  gay  movement  (flattering  though  it  may  be),  and  a 
misperception  of  the  problem  as  a  "gay"  issue. 

Race  and  Class 

All  of  the  problems  I  have  raised  with  regard  to  sexual 
orientation  appeared  in  even  worse  form  on  issues  of  racism 
and  classism.  There  were  two  workshops  on  racism,  one  on 
class,  and  two  that  mentioned  capitalism.  The  mixed 
workshops  again  ignored  these  issues,  assuming  a  single 
male  experience.  The  registration  fee  of  $35-$40  seemed 
prohibitive,  especially  without  a  sliding  scale.  It  turned  out 
that  there  was  a  sliding  scale  in  practice,  but  the  only 
publicized  information  about  this  was  the  ambiguous 
sentence  "If  you  are  unable  to  pay  the  full  fee,  alternative 
arrangements  can  be  made."  I  had  assumed  this  meant 
some  kind  of  work  detail.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
conference  planners  seemed  to  realize  this  problem  and 


asked  for  suggestions  about  an  official  sliding  scale  for  the 
next  conference. 

More  pressing  was  what  one  black  man  called  the 
atmosphere  of  white  liberalism  at  the  conference  itself. 
There  were  few  black,  hispanic  or  asian  men  at  the 
conference.  Nor  was  there  any  conference-wide  format  to 
deal  with  the  issue  of  racism.  I  talked  to  a  lot  of  men  at  the 
conference  about  racism  and  the  absence  of  men  of  color.  In 
the  vast  majority  of  these  conversations,  the  white  men 
(both  gay  and  heterosexual)  would  acknowledge  that 
racism  was  an  important  issue  for  the  movement,  and  that 
there  were  not  many  black  (sic)  men  at  the  conference  or  in 
leadership  positions  in  the  movement.  Then  they  would 
change  the  subject.  No  one  talked  about  how  racism  was 
part  of  the  masculine  identity  they  were  working  to  change. 

The  previous  conference  in  Milwaukee  endorsed  a  series 
of  resolutions  prepared  by  the  Third  World  Task  Force  which 
dealt  with  broadening  the  movement  beyond  its  present 
white  constituency,  grappling  with  racism  and  recognizing 
the  distinctive  styles  of  Third  World  and  working  class 
manhood.  These  remained  future  issues  at  this  conference. 
My  impression  was  that  many  men  felt  that  racism  required 
the  presence  of  men  of  color,  that  racism  was  a  black-white 
issue,  and  that  it  was  just  too  uncomfortable  to  deal  with  at 
this  time.  I  would  make  the  same  responses  about  fear  of 
difference  and  the  need  for  a  comprehensive  (not  merely 
pluralistic)  analysis  which  I  have  made  with  regard  to  gay 
concerns.  Homophobia,  classism,  and  racism  are  not  the 
same  kind  of  problems,  but  their  invisibility  in  the  men’s 
movement  grew  out  of  the  same  fear  of  divisiveness. 

Women  and 
the  Men's  Movement 

The  anti-sexist  men's  conferences  have  always  welcomed 
and  encouraged  the  participation  of  women.  Women  have 
always  held  key  administrative  positions  at  them.  The 
women  at  the  conference  with  whom  I  spoke  expressed  a 
variety  of  reasons  for  their  attendance.  Some  came  because 
they  are  married  to/involved  with  men  active  in  this 
movement,  and  wanted  to  share  the  experience  of  the 
conference.  Others,  who  had  attended  past  conferences  for 
that  reason,  developed  their  own  interests  in  the  movement 
which  they  felt  were  related  to  their  work  in  women's 
organizations.  Some  of  these  women  work  on  the  sociology 
of  sex  roles. 

Despite  the  sincere  interest  in  having  women  participate 
in  the  movement,  I  sensed  a  certain  ambivalence  or 
uncomfortableness  around  the  presence  of  women  here. 
"The  presence  of  women  and  gays  is  and  isn't  an  open 
issue,"  one  woman  told  me.  Part  of  this  uncomfortableness 
seemed  related  to  plannning  decisions:  how  to  create  a 
space  in  which  women  are  welcome,  while  at  the  same  time 
providing  space  for  men  to  explore  issues  on  their  own. 
"There  should  be  space  for  women  and  men  to  talk  about 
stuff  you  feel  bad  about,  to  talk  about  being  hurt,"  Shepherd 
Bliss  explained.  "On  the  other  hand,  there's  no  reason  for 
women  to  hear  that.  So  we  need  to  allow  for  workshops  that 
are  only  open  to  men  and  only  open  to  gay  men."  Whatever 
uncomfortableness  such  decisions  caused,  dealing  with 
them  again  distinguishes  the  anti-sexist  men  from  the  Free 
Men  who,  I  was  told,  do  not  welcome  women,  people  of 
color  or  openly  gay  men  because  they  are  "too  threatening." 

A  deeper  part  of  the  ambivalence  seemed  to  come  from 
the  way  in  which  this  conference  perceived  its  relation  to 
the  women's  movement.  Many  men  told  me  that  one  of  their 
personal  goals  is  to  become  more  like  women  in  their 
behavior.  Many  felt  that  the  best  way  to  do  this  was  to 
"learn  from"  women.  Behind  this  phrase  (which  I  heard  over 
and  over  again),  I  sensed  a  perception  of  women  as  the 
sources  of  "political  correctness":  not  only  that  women  can 
show  men  how  to  change,  but  in  many  cases  that  men  need 
women  in  order  for  men  to  do  this.  To  put  it  in  a  slightly 
different  way,  I  sensed  a  hope  that,  by  copying  the  women's 
movement,  this  men's  movement  could  avoid  the  "mistakes” 
which  are  a  part  of  any  group's  growth.  This  perception 
seems  a  way  for  men  to  abdicate  responsibility  for  taking 
chances  that  might  not  work  out  as  intended.  It  is  related  to 
the  problems  of  male  guilt,  indecisiveness  and  leadership 
which  I  noted  earlier.  And  it  is  this  guilt  and  fear  of  not 
being  as  "politically  correct"  as  one  thinks  one  is  supposed 
'to  be  which  I  noticed  surface  at  moments  when  women 
spoke  at  a  panel  or  workshop.  Some  men  would  suddenly 
become  studiously  attentive  (the  "now  we  ll  find  out  the 
answer"  syndrome),  others  would  shift  positions 
uncomfortably  (the  "oh  no,  I'm  going  to  be  criticized"  syn¬ 
drome),  while  the  faces  of  others  would  tighten  with 
resentment  (possibly  a  reaction  against  either  syndrome,  or 
a  reflection  of  the  fact  that  some  men  at  this  conference 
seemed  close  to  the  Free  Men  in  their  views).  This  treatment 
i  of  individual  women  as  the  paragons  of  political  virtue  must 
place  a  terrible  burden  on  the  women  who  came  to  the  con¬ 
ference.  And  it  may  be  one  reason  why  the  number  of 
women  at  these  conferences  has  steadily  declined. 

Treating  individual  women  in  this  way  also  assumes  that 
there  is  something  known  as  ” the  women's  movement" 
which  they  can  each  represent  in  a  holistic  way.  Ironically, 
this  perspective  bears  similarity  to  the  very  different  view 
taken  by  Free  Men.  The  Free  Men  seem  to  have  bought  the 
media's  "you've  come  a  long  way,  baby" 
image  of  the  ideal  woman  (I  suspect 
some  of  these  professional  men  have 
helped  to  create  it).  When  individual  women 
do  not  fit  this  image,  they  are  blamed,  in 
the  words  of  Free  Man  Robert 
Sides,  for  not  "truly 
continued  on  page  11 


xxxxxxxx 


Page  10  .•  Gay  Community  News,  July  11, 1981 


New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference 


Armando  Gaitan  (I)  and  Beverly  Smith  (r)  were  this  year’s  keynote  speakers. 


Tia  Cross 


By  Robert  Aldrich 

People  go  to  conferences  for 
different  reasons.  The  speakers 
attend  because  they  have  papers  to 
present,  panels  to  chair,  or  discus¬ 
sions  to  lead.  Participants  go 
because  they  want  to  learn  some¬ 
thing — a  new  theory  presented  in 
one  session,  helpful  hints  for 
everyday  life  in  another  one. 
Others  sign  up  primarily  in  order 
to  socialize.  Conference  orgar 
izers  have  to  deal  with  all  three 
types,  hoping  to  find  something  to 
please  everyone. 

The  New  England  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Conference,  held  at  Boston 
University  June  19-21,  made  an 
attempt  to  interest  all  those  who 
attended.  Among  the  forty  ses¬ 
sions,  there  were  workshops  for 
lesbian  and  gay  parents,  for  older 
gays,  for  S  &  M  men.  There  were 
practical  workshops  on  health 
care  and  legal  problems,  academic 
sessions  on  lesbian  and  gay 
literature  and  history,  political 
discussions  on  activism  and  on 
Third  World  developments.  For 
those  interested  in  religion,  there 
were  sessions  on  Judaism  and 
Christianity  and  their  attitudes 
toward  the  gay  community.  And 
for  those  tempted  by  none  of 
these,  there  were  introductions  to 
back  massage  and  head  massage. 

The  Conference  was  organized 
by  Mondo  Gaitan,  Kathy  Mac¬ 
Donald,  and  a  group  of  other 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  who  had 
been  meeting  regularly  since  Janu¬ 
ary.  Although  not  the  first  such 
gathering  in  New  England,  it  was 
the  first  lesbian  and  gay  confer¬ 
ence  of  this  sort  since  1974.  It  was 
timed  to  coincide  with  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Week  in  Boston, 
and  the  conference  sponsored 
opening  and  closing  sessions  as 
well  as  a  cultural  event  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  workshops.  The 
keynote  speech  was  delivered  by 
Beverly  Smith,  a  noted  black 
lesbian  writer  and  cultural  worker 
(See  this  week’s  Speaking  Out). 
At  the  opening  session,  an  award 
was  presented  to  Kathy 
MacDonald  for  her  work,  and  at 
the  closing  session,  another  award 
was  presented  to  Robin  Mac- 
Cormack,  the  former  liaison  offi¬ 
cer  between  the  gay  community  of 
Boston  and  Kevin  White’s  office. 

About  two  hundred  partici¬ 
pants  were  registered  for  the 
workshops  on  Sunday  afternoon. 


The  audience  seemed  about 
equally  divided  between  women 
and  men;  a  majority  were  fairly 
young.  The  organizers  made 
scrupulous  attempts  to  include 
members  of  minority  groups  on 
panels  and  in  sessions,  but  most  of 
those  attending  were  white.  Many 
seemed  to  have  wandered  into 
BU’s  School  of  Management  from 
the  groves  of  academe.  Even  in 
the  session  on  classism  in  lesbian 
and  gay  life,  a  majority  of  the 
discussants  identified  themselves 
as  being  from  middle  or  upper 
middle  class  backgrounds. 

One  theme  mentioned  at  vari¬ 
ous  sessions  addressed  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  participation:  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  getting  more  gay  people 
involved  in  political  and  cultural 
activities.  Can  clones  and  bar 
queens  be  lured  to  conferences 
and  lectures  and  shown  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  gay  activism?  Twelve 
thousand  people  marched  in 
Boston  on  Saturday,  but  only  200 
came  to  a  conference  on  Sunday. 
(How  many  were  in  New 
England’s  bars  on  Saturday 
night?)  Despite  the  encouraging 
tournout  at  the  conference,  wider 
participation  would  be  even  more 
productive. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Confer¬ 
ence  suggests  several  other  obser¬ 
vations.  One  is  the  predominance 
of  practical,  nitty-gritty  themes  in 
the  contemporary  gay  movement: 
the  emphasis  on  discussions  of 
legal,  medical  and  educational 
aspects  of  gay  life.  To  judge  by 
this  gathering,  many  gays  are 
more  interested  in  these  questions 
about  day-to-day  life  than  in  far- 
reaching  questions  about  the  po¬ 
litical  and  philosophical  implica¬ 
tions  of  homosexuality.  That 
orientation  eliminates  much  sterile 
theorizing,  perhaps,  but  it  also 
indicates  a  preoccupation  with 
immediate  issues  appropriate  to 
the  politics  of  today. 

Politics  was  in  the  background 
of  much  of  the  discussion,  and  the 
subject  of  workshops  on  legis¬ 
lation,  organizing  marches,  and 
homophobia.  The  threats  of  the 
Moral  Majority  and  the  Reagan 
administration  were  often  alluded 
to,  but  participants  did  not  discuss 
the  actual  “how-to”  necessary  to 
defeat  the  new  right.  Organizer 
Gaitan  said  that  this  will  be  the 
theme  of  another  conference,  to 
be  held  in  the  fall,  which  will  be  a 


meeting  of  representatives  of  all 
gay  groups  in  New  England  to 
organize  and  build  coalitions  for 
combating  the  right. 

A  beginning  for  that  action  was 
made  in  the  conference  session  on 
the  politics  of  homophobia,  a 
well-attended  workshop  that  was 
filmed  and  will  be  used  later  to 
acquaint  straights  with  homo¬ 
phobia.  Barbara  Smith,  a  black 
lesbian,  suggested  that  homo¬ 
phobia  serves  an  ideological  and 
psychological  purpose  more  than 
an  economic  one.  Homophobes 
divide  the  world  into  two  groups, 
straights  and  gays,  them  and  us. 
No  matter  how  bad  their  own  lot, 
they  feel  they  can  always  say,  “At 
least,  I’m  not  queer.”  This  preju¬ 
dice  against  gays  is  often  the  last 
to  be  abandoned,  she  added,  even 
when  other  biases  have  been  over¬ 
come.  But,  Smith  said,  it  must  be 
recognized  that  homophobia  is 
closely  linked  to  racism,  classism, 
and  sexism,  and  there  is  a  great 
need  for  coalition  building  among 
all  oppressed  groups. 

Ron  Schreiber,  another  speaker 
at  the  same  session,  argued  that 
homophobia  does  indeed  serve  a 
particular  purpose.  Homophobia, 
he  said,  is  connected  with  power; 
for  homophobes,  being  not-gay 


means  being  powerful.  The  in¬ 
creasing  amount  of  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gays,  he 
added,  is  connected  with  this  ex¬ 
pression  of  power  by  homophobes 
and  is  directed  against  any  whom 
they  perceive  as  weaker  then  they. 
Physical  violence  is  only  a  tangible 
manifestation  of  more  widespread 
hatred  and  fear  of  gays. 

Leslie  Cagan,  the  third  speaker 
on  the  politics  of  homophobia, 
said  that  the  new  right  uses  certain 
handles  for  its  ideology.  A  com¬ 
mitment  to  families — traditional 
“nuke”  families — and  to  heirar- 
chies,  religion,  and  sexism  are 
catch-words  and  attachments  used 
by  the  right  to  gain  more  and 
more  power.  Homophobia  is  thus 
not  idiosyncratic  to  certain  indi¬ 
viduals  but  is  systemic  in  their 
ideology  and  in  the  society  which 
produces  them.  Homophobia  is  a 
social  problem,  and  the  problems 
of  lesbians  and  gays  cannot  be 
separated  from  other  crises  in 
American  society — economic, 
social,  and  cultural.  Gays  serve  as 
scapegoats  for  the  resurgent  right 
today,  just  as  they  did  in  the  time 
of  witch-burnings  and  Nazi  perse¬ 
cutions. 

Mondo  Gaitan  spoke  of  an¬ 
other  form  of  homophobia,  in¬ 


ternalized  self-hatred.  Coming  out 
means  breaking  all  of  the  taboos 
of  growing  up,  he  said,  and  these 
are  notions  that  are  deeply  in¬ 
grained  in  most  minds  and  hard  to 
overcome.  'They  may  even  be 
replicated  within  gay  society— as 
when  gay  men  stereotypically 
mirror  the  sex  roles  of  straights. 
This  prevents  an  acceptance  of  the 
diversity  of  lesbians  and  gays; 
only  promoting  acceptance  can 
the  gay  community  realize  its  full 
potential — and  show  what  it  has 
to  teach  to  others  about  coopera¬ 
tion  and  tolerance  of  those  who 
are  different. 

The  diversity  of  lesbians  and 
gays  was  yet  another  theme  of  the 
conference,  apparent  at  this  panel 
and  at  others.  Thirty  radical 
faeries  sat  in  a  circle  on  the  floor 
in  one  room,  while  a  dozen  S  &  M 
men  held  a  discussion  in  another 
room.  The  topic  of  man/boy  love 
was  broached  in  several  work¬ 
shops,  and  there  were  sessions  for 
both  lesbian  and  gay  male 
couples.  The  atmosphere  in  all 
was  one  of  acceptance,  of  non- 
polemical  openness  and  frank¬ 
ness. 

The  determination  to  combat 
homophobia  in  all  its  incarnations 
Continued  on  Page  12 


A  Taste  of  the  Second  Gay  American  Arts  Festival 


Something  Old,  Something  New 
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Teri  Keane  (1)  and  Joseph  Rose  (r)  in  Niagara  Falls.  A  new  gay  politics  —  making  the  straights  adjust  to  us. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Niagara  Falls 

Written  and  directed  by  Victor 
Bumbalo.  With  Teri  Keane,  Jo¬ 
seph  Rose,  Veronica  McAuley, 
William  Castleman,  Dan  Lauria. 
Set  design  by  Christopher  Hacker. 
Lighting  design  by  Curt  Oster- 
mann.  At  the  Urban  Arts  Theater, 
227  W.  17th  St.,  New  York,  NY. 
Lovers 

Music  by  Steve  Sterner.  Book  and 
lyrics  by  Peter  del  Valle.  Directed 
by  Peter  del  Valle.  Musical  direc¬ 
tion  by  Charles  Eubanks.  Choreo¬ 
graphy  by  Cherlyn  Smith.  With 
Michael  Immerman,  Stanley  Kra¬ 
mer,  Scott  Wakefield,  Jim  Leutz, 
Tony  DiForio,  Charles  Krause.  At 
the  Westside  Mainstage,  424  W. 
49th  St.,  New  York,  NY. 
(212-869-3981  for  reservations  to 
all  Glines  events.) 

The  Second  Gay  American  Arts 
Festival  sponsored  by  The  Glines  is 
presenting  a  healthy  selection  of 
plays,  lectures,  readings,  and  mu¬ 
sic  to  celebrate  1981  Gay  Pride  in 
particular  and  gay  art  in  general. 
Victor  Bumbalo’s  Niagara  Falls,  a 
premiere,  and  Peter  del  Valle’s 
Lovers,  a  revival  from  1974,  are 
both  exceptionally  good  produc¬ 
tions  and  emblematic  of  how  gay 
theater  has  changed  in  the  past 


Theater 


eight  years. 

Lovers  was  first  presented  by 
Doric  Wilson’s  TOSOS  (an  acro¬ 
nym  for  The  Other  Side  of  Silence) 
—  the  first  open,  and  exclusively, 
gay  theater  in  New  York.  A  six 
character  revue  detailing  the  for¬ 
tunes,  misfortunes,  ups  and 
downs,  and  ins  and  outs  of  three 
sets  of  lovers,  the  play  also  tries  to 
address  the  broader  question  of 
what  it  means  to  be  gay  lovers  in  a 
straight  world. 

Lovers  is  at  its  best  when  it  is 
sprightly  and  high  spirited.  A  very 
funny  cake-walk  vaudeville  num¬ 
ber,  “Punishment,”  graphically 
details  the  joys  of  S/M,  and  comes 
complete  with  a  soft-shoe  done  in 
hard  boots.  “At  The  Trucks”  is  a 
’50s  rock  and  roll  parody  (that  is 
musically  better  than  anything  in 
Grease)  extolling  public  sex.  Most 
of  the  patter  between  and  leading 
into  the  songs  is  witty  and  illum¬ 
inating  without  being  in  the  least 
didactic.  When  Lovers  is  dealing 
with  more  serious  questions  — 
breaking  up,  the  death  of  a  life- 
partner  —  it  is  still  very  effective, 
but  its  effectiveness  comes  more 
from  emotional  manipulation 
than  honest  communication  with 
the  audience.  The  death  of  a  lover 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Visible  Before  the  Law 


By  David  McColgin 

For  the  First  time,  a  major  law 
school  has  begun  offering  a  course 
on  the  legal  status  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  The  course,  “Sexuality 
and  the  Law,”  was  offered  at  New 
York  University  (NYU)  during  the 
spring  1981  semester  and  was  en¬ 
thusiastically  received  by  the  stu¬ 
dents. 

The  course  was  taught  by 
Thomas  Stoddard,  a  lawyer  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  Lambda  Le¬ 
gal  Defense  and  Education  Fund. 

While  recognizing  that  the 
course  was  a  political  precedent, 
Stoddard  said  that  he  took  an  aca¬ 
demic  approach  to  the  subject 
matter  and  saw  the  course  as  a  “le¬ 
gitimate  inquiry  into  an  unsettled 
area  of  the  law.” 

Stoddard  compiled  extensive 
reading  materials  for  the  course, 
consisting  of  court  decisions  on 
such  issues  as  the  right  to  privacy. 
First  Amendment  rights,  child  cus¬ 
tody,  employment  discrimination, 
immigration,  naturalization,  and 
the  rights  of  gay  people  in  the  mili-  • 
tary. 

Because  the  Supreme  Court  has 
rarely  addressed  gay  rights  issues 
directly,  many  of  the  cases  in  the 
reading  materials  did  not  deal  spe¬ 
cifically  with  the  rights  of  gays,  but 
rather  with  broad  constitutional 
principles.  Stoddard  viewed  the 
course  as  a  chance  “to  look  at  es¬ 
tablished  constitutional  principles 
through  a  new  prism”  and  as  an 
opportunity  for  creative  analysis 
of  leading  constitutional  cases. 

Members  of  NYU  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Law  Students  (LGLS)  decid¬ 
ed  last  year  to  propose  “Sexuality 
and  the  Law”  as  a  law  school 
course  in  order  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  representing  lesbian  and 
gay  clients.  They  found  the  exist¬ 
ing  curriculum  inadequate  and 
they  felt  it  was  important  to  legiti¬ 
mate  the  academic  study  of  gay 
legal  rights  within  the  law  school. 

Charles  Knapp,  the  dean  of  aca¬ 
demic  affairs  at  the  law  school, 
agreed  with  the  students’  views 
and  felt  that  there  was  a  “legiti¬ 
mate  professional  and  academic 
need”  for  such  a  course.  The  fac¬ 
ulty  and  administration  approved 
the  course  with  little  opposition, 
and  it  is  now  a  permanent  part  of 
the  curriculum,  to  be  offered  an¬ 
nually. 

The  students  chose  the  broad  ti¬ 
tle  “Sexuality  and  the  Law”  so  as 
not  to  limit  the  variety  of  topics 
that  could  be  covered  by  the 
course.  In  addition,  they  hoped  to 
alleviate  the  concerns  of  students 


who  did  not  want  potential  em¬ 
ployers  to  see  the  words  “lesbian” 
or  “gay”  on  their  transcripts. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Students 
(LGLS)  was  established  at  NYU 
six  years  ago,  and  the  administra¬ 
tion  and  faculty  have  generally 
been  receptive  to  gay  rights.  In 
March  1978,  the  law  school,  at  the 
urging  of  LGLS,  became  the  first 
law  school  to  adopt  a  nondiscrim¬ 
ination  policy  prohibiting  employ¬ 
ers  who  discriminate  against  gays 
from  using  the  placement  facilities 
to  interview  students.  Since  then, 
several  other  law  schools,  includ¬ 
ing  Harvard,  Yale,  Columbia  and 
Temple,  have  adopted  similar  poli¬ 
cies. 

In  1979  the  law  school  gave  sig¬ 
nificant  financial  support  to  a  na¬ 
tional  conference  sponsored  by 
LGLS  on  “Law  and  the  Fight  for 
Gay  Rights.” 

The  law  school  administration 
■  chose  Stoddard  to  teach 

“Sexuality  and  the  Law”  because 
of  his  broad  civil  liberties  back¬ 
ground.  Aside  from  being  on  the 
board  of  Lambda,  Stoddard  is  the 
legislative  counsel  for  the  New 
York  Civil  Liberties  Union.  He  is 
also  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity. 
Stoddard  is  co-authoring  a  book 
on  The  Rights  of  Gay  People 
soon  to  be  published  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  is  writing  a  book  on  The 
Law  of  Abortion .  Stoddard 

wrote  an  amicus  (friend  of  the 
court)  brief  for  the  New  York  Civil 
Liberties  Union  in  People  v.  Ono- 
fre,  the  case  which  resulted  in  the 
courts  declaring  unconstitutional 
New  York’s  sodomy  statute  in  De¬ 
cember  1980. 

The  students  who  took  “Sexual¬ 
ity  and  the  Law”  were  very  excited 
about  the  course.  One  student, 
Elaine  Billington,  felt  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  class  were  far  more  excit¬ 
ed  and  interested  in  the  issues  than 
students  in  other  courses.  “I  felt 
like  we  were  all  exploring  some¬ 
thing  together  rather  than  simply 
listening  to  a  professor  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  questions.” 

Another  student,  Steven  Rosen, 
found  that  he  “learned  a  great  deal 
about  ways  in  which  prejudice  af¬ 
fects  judicial  thinking  and  the  pro¬ 
cess  judges  use  in  fabricating  ‘rea¬ 
sons’  for  unreasonable  conclu¬ 
sions.”  He  also  found  that  he 
“saw  more  vividly  the  close  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  oppression  of 
different  groups,  such  as  blacks, 
women  and  gays,  even  within  the 
case  law.” 

Rosen  noted,  for  example,  that 


the  New  York  decision  declaring 
the  state  sodomy  statute  unconsti¬ 
tutional  was  premised  on  the  right 
to  privacy  as  developed  in  abor¬ 
tion  rights  cases  such  as  Roe  v. 
Wade. 

Stoddard  found  that  one  of  the 
more  lively  discussions  concerned 
the  question  whether  courts 
should  recognize  gays  as  a  “sus¬ 
pect  class,”  similar  to  blacks,  and 
accord  them  special  judicial  pro¬ 
tection  from  discrimination. 
While  some  students  argued  that 
this  legal  theory  would  offer  great¬ 
er  protection  to  gay  people,  others 
argued  that  treating  gay  people  as 
a  special  class  could  ultimately  be 
counterproductive.  They  thought 
that  separating  gay  people  from 
others  as  a  class  deserving  special 
protection  could  further  fragment 
society  and  create  a  ghetto  mental¬ 
ity  amonj,  gays.  Instead,  they  ar¬ 
gued,  gay  rights  should  be  based 
on  a  broad  right  to  privacy  and  au¬ 
tonomy  that  extends  equally  to  ev¬ 
eryone. 

Only  one  other  law  school  other 
than  NYU  has  offered  a  course  on 
this  topic.  Golden  Gate  Law 
School  in  San  Francisco  has  of¬ 
fered  a  course  on  “Individual  Hu¬ 
man  Rights”  each  of  the  last  four 
years.  Also,  Joe  Tom  Easley,  a 
professor  recently  hired  at  Antioch 
Law  School  in  Washington,  DC, 
hopes  to  offer  a  course  on  this  top¬ 
ic  during  Antioch’s  spring  1982 
semester. 

Law  students  and  faculty  inter¬ 
ested  in  establishing  a  course  simi¬ 
lar  to  “Sexuality  and  the  Law” 
should  contact  either  Tom  Stod¬ 
dard  at  NYU  Law  School,  40 
Washington  Square  South,  New 
York,  NY  10012,  or  LGLS  at  33 
Washington  Square  West,  Room 
1-C,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

Men’s 

Movement 

Continued  from  Page  9 
acting  like  the  New  Women  they 
so  often  talk  about”  (these  are  his 
emphases).  The  anti-sexist  men 
don’t  do  this,  but  they  do  seem  to 
take  a  “they’ve  got  it  all  together” 
attitude  toward  the  women’s 
movement.  With  the  exception  of 
obvious  groups  like  STOP 
E.R.A.,  they  seem  to  regard  every 
statement  made  by  a  women’s  or¬ 
ganization  as  the  feminist  position 
on  that  issue,  one  which  they  must 


agreed  to  present  to  parents  a 
synopsis  of  all  the  material  to  be 
covered  in  the  workshops. 

According  to  the  lesbian  mother 
who  spoke  to  GCN,  “The  section 
on  homosexuality  was  quite  ex¬ 
plicit.  In  a  community  where 
homosexuality  is  frowned  upon  so 
much,  they  should  have  been  low 
key  and  presented  statistics  instead 
of  what  to  do  in  bed  and  where  to 
meet  each  other.  That  added  fuel 
to  Evans’  fire.  His  big  thing  is 
homosexuality,  anyway.  As  a 
result,  Apple  Corps  workshops 
were  canceled.” 

Residents,  both  conservative 
and  liberal,  concerned  about 
problems  surrounding  teenage  sex¬ 
uality  then  formed  a  steering 
committee  to  ascertain  teenagers’ 
needs  and  organize  workshops  on 
teenage  pregnancy  and  VD.  The 
committee  has  strongly  supported 
the  retention  of  Our  Bodies, 
Ourselves  in  the  library. 

“Jim  Evans  was  on  the  commit¬ 
tee,  constantly  bringing  up  the 
subject  of  homosexuality,  but  he 
dropped  off  after  the  way  he 
wasn’t  going  to  get  his  way  there. 
He  wants  to  altogether  eliminate 
what  little  sex  education  we  have  in 
the  schools  —  in  fourth,  seventh 
and  ninth  grades.” 

The  controversy  over  Our 
Bodies,  Ourselves  can  be  traced 
back  to  Evans’  receiving  a  letter 
circulated  by  the  Moral  Majority 
in  Washington,  DC,  which  exerpt- 
ed  sentences  from  the  book  and 
whited  out  words  such  as  “penis” 
and  “orgasm.”  The  envelope 
read,  “SEXUALLY  EXPLICIT 
MATERIAL  ENCLOSED.  DO 
NOT  LET  THIS  LETTER  FALL 
INTO  THE  HANDS  OF  SMALL 
CHILDREN!”  Inside,  the  reader 
was  instructed:  “destroy  this  sheet 
immediately  after  you’ve  read  it.” 

The  book  has  been  attacked  in 
approximately  35  towns  around 
the  U.S.,  according  to  Paula 
Doress  of  the  BWHBC,  including 


uphold  if  they  are  to  think  of 
themselves  as  pro-feminist.  There 
is  a  tendency  here  to  reduce  femin¬ 
ism  to  a  set  of  commandments 
which  men  can  follow.  It  avoids 
all  the  difficulties  involved  in  us¬ 
ing  feminism  —  a  woman-cen¬ 
tered  perspective  —  to  understand 
the  experience  of  masculinity.  It 
also  makes  the  move  from  sensi¬ 
bility  to  political  practice  so  prob¬ 
lematic  for  the  anti-sexist  move¬ 
ment  as  a  whole. 


Allegra  Productions  Presents 

WALLFLOWER  ORDER 

CE  COLLECTIVE 

Fri.-Sun.  July  17-19 
and  July  24-26 

Everyone  Welcome 
Thurs.  July  16  &  July  23 

All  Women  Welcome 

Interpreted  for  Hearing  Impaired 
July  23 

Family  Night  Sun.  July  19 
(Adults  $6.50;  Under  18  $1.00;  Under  12  Free) 

Time:  8:00  PM 

at  First  Church  Congregational 
11  Garden  St.,  Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge 
For  childcare  and  additional  information  call 
(617)  547-1378 

,  _  ,  „  _ _ , — )■  Tickets:  $6.50 

Ticket  Outlets:  Boston:  Glad  Day  Bookshop  (542-0144),  ConcertCharge  (426-8181),  Boston  Self 

Help  Center  (354-0080);  Cambridge:  Women’s  Emporium  (661-2059),  Red  Book  Store  (491-6930), 
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Milwaukee,  Muskegon  and  Nor¬ 
way,  Wl;  State  College,  PA,  and 
Spencer,  MA. 

“In  1976,  the  American  Library 
Association  picked  Our  Bodies, 
Ourselves  as  the  best  book  for 
young  adults.  The  next  year,  they 
made  us  one  of  ten  all-time  best 
books  for  young  adults.  This 
brought  the  fundamentalists’  at¬ 
tention  to  it.” 

Doress  said  that  the  first  spate 
of  bannings  was  orchestrated  by 
Phyllis  Schaffly’s  Eagle  Forum  in 
1977  and  1978,  and  that  the  Moral 
Majority  began  targetting  it  in 
1979. 

According  to  Judith  Krug  of  the 
American  Library  Association’s 
office  for  intellectual  freedom, 
censorship  reports  to  her  office 
have  tripled  since  last  summer. 

“We  are  living  in  an  environ¬ 
ment  of  helplessness  and  fearful¬ 
ness,”  Krug  told  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  recently.  “These  are  plain, 
old  American  citizens  who  literally 
cannot  cope  with  the  society  we 
live  in  today.  There  are  so  many 
tensions  and  complexities  affect¬ 
ing  us  on  a  day-to-day  basis.  Yet 
we  don’t  have  the  ability  to  have 
any  effect  back  on  them.  When 
you  walk  into  a  grocery  store  and 
the  price  of  your  favorite  jam  has 
gone  up  ten  percent,  what  do  you 
do?  We  can’t  have  any  control 
over  what  happens  to  us  and  we 
don’t  understand  it. 

“As  a  result,  people  are  groping 
for  actions  they  can  take,”  Krug 
continued.  “So  they  spend  their 
time  on  schools  and  libraries, 
because  children  and  tax  dollars 
are  integrally  involved  in  both. 
There  is  nothing  that  will  increase 
the  emotionalism  of  an  American 
citizen  more  than  money  and  chil¬ 
dren,  particularly  their  own.  So 
their  feeling  is:  ‘If  I  can  protect  my 
children,  particularly  when  they 
are  away  from  me,  we  may  be  able 
to  cope  better’.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Moving 

Toward 

Action 

The  move  toward  activism 
seems  to  be  the  most  pressing  con¬ 
cern  of  the  anti-sexist  men’s 
movement,  heightened  in  its  im¬ 
portance  by  the  growing  conflict 
between  the  anti-sexist  men  and 
the  Free  Men.  There  was  a  virtual 
news  blackout  on  this  conference, 
while  the  Free  Men  conference  in 
Houston  received  quite  a  lot  of 
national  coverage  in  the  New 
York  Times  and  elsewhere.  As 
Jeffrey  Beane  told  me,  the  sensi¬ 
bility  generated  at  this  conference 
is  threatening.  Personal  change, 
introspection,  play  are  important 
parts  of  this  non-traditional  male 
sensibility.  But  sensibility  alone 
cannot  be  the  basis  of  an  anti-sex- 
ist  men’s  movement  identity.  For 
the  network  to  grow  as  a  move¬ 
ment  for  social  change,  it  needs  to 
deal  with  the  political  issues  which 
have  crystallized  in  the  conflict 
with  Free  Men.  And  to  remain 
really  pluralist,  it  needs  to  do  that 
without  “backing  off”  from  the 
uncomfortable  questions  raised  by 
differences  of  class,  race,  and  sex¬ 
ual  orientation.  I  came  to  this  con¬ 
ference  wary  of  the  men’s  move¬ 
ment.  I  left  with  the  conviction 
that  this  is  an  important  move¬ 
ment,  one  in  which  I  want  to  re¬ 
main  involved  in  some  way.  The 
nature  of  my  involvement  will  to  a 
large  extent  depend  on  how  the 
network  faces  these  issues. 

©  Joe  Interrante,  1981 
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Salon  de  Jon 
80  Charles  Street 
Boston  (Beacon  Hill)  02114 
(617)  720-0212 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months.  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660.  Boston.  MA  02208 


SHORE 

HOUSE 


i5‘/2  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit .  Maine  03907 
207/64-&8S 54 

Stay  at  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute’s  walk  to  the  town  and  beach. 


Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn- 

Home  in  the  Hub 


By  Nancy  Walker 

I  am  a  displaced  person,  a 
“DP,”  as  it  was  known  during  and 
after  the  Second  World  War, 
which  many  of  you  may  not 
remember.  1  remember  it  well,  and 
I  am  a  displaced  person  because 
the  place  from  which  I  remember 
the  War,  New  York,  is  not  the 
place  where  I  live.  So  I  have  this 
curious  double-think  situation 
where  I  know  I  reside  in  Boston, 
but  my  heart  (at  least  part  of  it) 
and  my  accent  remain  in  the  Big 
Apple,  where  I  was  born. 

Every  year  since  my  sother  (sig¬ 
nificant  other)  and  1  moved  to 
Boston,  we  have  wrestled  with  the 
idea  of  going  to  New  York  for  the 
spectacular  Gay  Pride  march,  and 
every  year  we  wound  up  not  going, 
saying,  “Next  year,  next  year.” 

Well,  this  year  was  next  year. 
We  actually  did  go  to  New  York 
for  the  march  despite  the  questions 
about  going  which  were  the  same 
as  always:  where  are  we  going  to 
stay  and  how  will  I  survive  the 
heat?  And  we  went  because  we  had 
made  arrangements  to  take  our 
friend  Sheri  and  my  boss.  Jack. 

We  left  Boston  around  10:30  am 
on  Saturday,  June  27.  For  a  while 
everything  went  along  smoothly' 
enough,  but  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  into  our  journey,  the  car  star¬ 
ted  chugging,  losing  power,  not 
taking  gas.  We  stopped,  and  my 
gentle,  genteel,  “feminine” 
sother,  who  had  been  driving, 
changed  the  ignition  coil  while  I 
fluttered  around  having  a  good 
case  of  the  jitters. 

When  we  resumed  our  trip  I  held 
my  breath,  anticipating  more 
anguish  with  the  car,  but  my 
sother  said  that  if  nothing  went 
wrong  within  the  next  hour,  we 
should  be  all  right.  O,  foolish  fond 
female  of  my  heart.  An  hour  went 
by  with  nary  a  twitch  from  that 
witch  of  a  car,  but  just  after  we 
stopped  for  a  lunch  break,  the 
chugging  began  again,  this  time 
more  urgent  and  ominous. 

We  knew  we  had  to  get  off  the 
turnpike  in  self-defense,  so  we 
stuttered  off  at  the  next  exit  and 
found  ourselves  in  Stratford,  CT, 
hiccoughing  from  gas  station  to 
gas  station  seeking  a  mechanic.  At 
five  o’clock  on  a  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  mechanics  are  not  available, 
period.  We  must  have  hit  a  dozen 
places,  receiving  contradictory 
advice  at  each  one. 

The  best  suggestion  was  to  find 
a  replacement  for  the  gas  filter, 
but  we  had  to  drive  to  half  a  dozen 


ABOVE  TIDE  INN 

Where  you  can  vacation  and 
still  have  the  feeling  of  home 
20  Beach  Street,  Ogunquit,  Maine 


yet 


(207)  646-7454 


more  places  before  we  finally 
located  one.  My  super-sother 
changed  the  filter  and  on  we  went. 
By  the  time  we  got  to  the  apart¬ 
ment  where  we  were  to  stay  the 
night,  it  was  more  than  nine  hours 
since  we’d  left  Boston.  Normally 
the  trip  takes  five  hours,  including 
a  lunch  stop. 

So  if  that  was  Saturday,  what 
would  Sunday  be?  I  feared  to 
think  about  that,  but  Sunday 
morning  we  had  to  mobilize  our¬ 
selves  for  the  march.  We  decided 
to  leave  the  lemon-on-wheels 
where  we  had  parked  it,  and  took  a 
cab  to  the  march  site  in  Greenwich 
Village. 

The  air  was  clear  and  bright. 
There  was  a  slight  breeze.  And 
everywhere,  just  everywhere  was 
an  army  of  us.  Gay  men  and 
women  all  over  the  place,  but 
mostly  on  line  at  restaurants  trying 
to  get  breakfast  under  their  belts 
before  the  march  began. 

My  sother  and  I  were  concerned 
about  the  people  who  ran  the  res¬ 
taurant  where  we  ate.  How  could 
the  waitress  cope  with  this  incred¬ 
ible  inundation?  We  were 
impressed  with  the  way  she  took 
everything  in  stride,  but  that’s 
New  York.  New  York  copes — with 
anything  and  everything. 

When  I  looked  at  the  enormous 
menu  and  saw  “cottage  cheese  and 
sour  cream,”  I  started  to  cry.  Only 
in  New  York  would  you  see  such  a 
Jewish  entry  in  a  non-specialized 
restaurant.  It  was  just  too  much  to 
bear,  so  I  cried  a  lot,  right  into  my 
breakfast,  because  I  no  longer  had 
easy  access  to  this  fabulous  city 
with  its  endlessly  rich  variety.  I  felt 
very  keenly  my  displacement,  and 
I  remembered  so  many,  many 
experiences  I  had  in  my  youth  in 
this  very  same  geographic  loca¬ 
tion.  But  when  I  was  having  those 
experiences,  there  was  no  gay 
movement,  there  was  no  impend¬ 
ing  celebration,  there  was  no 
march.  There  were  only  doubt  and 
fear  and  unfulfilled  longing. 

But  this  day  there  was  to  be  a 
march,  and  we  were  going  to  take 
part  in  it.  We  walked  with  “tens  of 
thousands”  (according  to  the  New 
York  Times )  of  gay  men  and 
women,  and  it  was  a  tremendous 
high  just  to  finish  the  march  which 
must  have  been  between  four  and 
five  miles  long,  from  Sheridan 
Square  in  the  Village  to  the  Great 
Lawn  in  Central  Park. 

I  was  pretty  well  exhausted  by 
the  time  we  reached  the  Great 
Lawn,  but  I  was  eagerly  expectant, 
waiting  for  the  rally  to  lift  my  spir¬ 
its  and  set  me  up  for  the  coming 
year.  And  this  is  where  the  Big 


The  Gay  Cubist  T  Shirt. 

Celebrate  your  independence  in 
style.  Come  out  in  a  white,  ringer 
T  shirt  with  a  black  drawing  on 
it.  These  limited  edition  Art  shirts 
are  available  for  $8.00.  Fill  in  the 
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Apple  became  a  little  wormy. 
Instead  of  having  the  march  cul¬ 
minate  in  a  rousing  experience,  it 
turned  out  that  the  march  itself 
was  the  thing. 

Most  of  the  huge  crowd,  evap¬ 
orated  before  the  rally  began,  and 
the  speakers  were  uninspiring, 
though  they  said  nothing  with 
which  I  would  disagree. 

My  love  affair  with  New  York 
was  reawakened,  but  my  sense  of 
gay  pride  was  in  some  strange  way 
offended.  The  gay  community  in 
Boston  suits  me  infinitely  better. 
Here  it  is  very  apparent  that  the 
community  is  committed  to 
obtaining  civil  rights  for  all  gay 
men  and  women.  It  is  also  quite 
clear  that  as  a  community  we  are 
committed  to  one  another. 

There  is  an  abiding  feeling  of 
love  in  our  Boston  community  that 
I  did  not  sense  in  New  York.  I 
understood  that,  surely,  these 
people  loved  themselves  and 
enjoyed  marching,  but  I  did  not 
get  the  feeling  of  solidarity  and 
caring  that  I  always  have  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  Not  even  the  size  of  the  New 
York  march  could  measure  up  to 
the  overwhelming  sensation  of  the 
ringing  of  the  bells  in  the  Arling¬ 
ton  Street  church  in  Boston  as  the 
gay  pride  march  passes  by. 

I  take  being  gay  and  fighting  for 
gay  rights  and  loving  my  fellow 
faggots  and  dykes  very,  very  seri¬ 
ously.  New  York  is  probably  the 
most  magnificent  city  in  the  world, 
and  I  shall  visit  there  as  often  as  I 
can  (more  for  the  sake  of  the  food 
than  anything  else),  but  Boston  is 
where  I  am  part  of  a  real  com¬ 
munity,  and  this  is  where  I  shall  do 
my  marching. 

I  shall  no  longer  trouble  myself 
annually  with  going  to  New  York 
or  not  going  to  New  York  for  gay 
pride  week.  I  shall  not  go  there  to 
march  again.  I  do  not  want  the  air 
of  carnival  that  New  York’s  fes¬ 
tivities  create.  I  prefer  the  warmth 
and  love  Boston  offers,  so  I  shall 
remain  a  displaced  person  and  try 
to  make  the  best  of  it. 

NELGC 

Continued  from  Page  10 
and  a  triumph  in  the  diversity  of 
the  gay  community  marked  the 
conference,  as  they  did  other 
events  of  Boston’s  1981  celebra¬ 
tion.  The  activities  of  the  right — 
new  or  old — from  physical  vio¬ 
lence  to  legal  discrimination  to 
cultural  disdain  can  serve  as  an 
inspiration  for  renewed  activism. 
The  indiscriminant  targeting  of 
oppression  against  gays,  women, 
blacks,  and  minority  groups  in  the 
slashing  of  budgets  or  the  slashing 
of  throats  on  the  street,  makes 
imperative  the  sort  of  cooperation 
and  coalition-building  among  all 
groups  that  this  Conference  dis¬ 
cussed.  By  challenging  stereo¬ 
types,  and  by  discovering  the  liter¬ 
ature  and  history  of  gays,  this 
necessary  task  can  be  given  an 
added  impetus.  In  a  time  of  terror 
by  a  so-called  moral  majority,  the 
willful  action  of  a  real  majority  of 
those  oppressed  must  serve  to 
combat,  to  fight  and  win. 

Those  interested  in  .  working 
with  the  organizers  of  this  confer¬ 
ence  and  planning  others  should 
write  New  England  Lesbian/Gay 
Conference,  Box  365,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139. 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
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Dressing  and  Undressing 
and  Cross-dressing 


Nobody’s  Business  If  I  Do 

Allen  Collier  and  James  Plumb 
The  Fan  Club,  $4.00 
Wednesdays  at  9:00  thru  July  29th 
By  Cindy  Patton 

The  cabaret  team  of  Collier  and 
Plumb  are  back  on  stage  in  the 
middle  of  the  theater  district.  This 
“move  up”  from  their  three  sold 
out  shows  at  the  YWCA  (GCN 
vol.  8,  5)  testifies  to  their  talent. 
Unfortunately,  playing  The  Fan 
Club  seems  to  have  resulted  in  a 
loss  of  the  political  comment  that 
marked  their  performance  of 
Voyage.  Perhaps  their  wonderful 
rendition  of  “Uptown  at  the 
Waldorf”  was  a  subtle  message  to 
the  less  mainstream  fans  that  you 
can’t  play  too  loud  uptown. 

The  first  half  of  the  show  com¬ 
bined  camp  and  irony  in  a  pas¬ 
tiche  about  how  great  it  is  to  be  an 
American.  They  drew  characters 
from  the  films  of  the  ’30s  in  a 
funny  survey  of  who  the  “Ameri¬ 
can  public”  was  attracted  to  as  it 
moved  toward  World  War  II. 

In  the  second  half,  the  lack  of 
thematic  coherence  created  a  con¬ 
fusion  that  kept  me  from  fully 
enjoying  the  show.  Drawing  heav¬ 
ily  from  Three  Penny  Opera  and 


Sweeney  Todd,  the  show  tried  to 
talk  about  extremist  politics  and 
violent  urges.  I  doubt  that  this 
connection  was  clear  to  anyone 
unfamiliar  with  these  two  shows. 

The  best  thing  about  the  show, 
however,  had  little  to  do  with  the 
theme.  Throughout  the  show,  the 
two  men  dressed  and  cross-dressed 
right  in  front  of  everyone.  They 
spent  much  of  the  show  shirtless, 
wearing  a  vest  or  tails  over  bare 
chests.  Although  their  female  im¬ 
personations  were  quite  good,  the 
fact  that  we  saw  them  dress  for  the 
part  and  the  maleness  that  they 
exuded  during  these  skits,  cast  a 
whole  new  light  on  theatrical 
transvestism  for  me. 

The  audience  (mostly  straight) 
seemed  a  bit  confused  about  how 
to  respond.  When  A1  Collier 
dressed  as  Mae  West  and  then  did 
Alberta  Hunter  singing  “Handy 
Man,”  it  was  clear  that  he  had 
first  hand  knowledge  of  men.  No 
one  responded  at  first,  despite  the 
raw  sex  and  vibrant  singing  pre¬ 
sented.  This  was  not  your  usual 
‘  ‘man-pretending-to-be-a-woman’  ’ 
act.  This  was  a  man  dressed  up 
like  a  woman,  but  he  was 
definitely  a  man.  Finally,  the 


audience  broke  and  cheered  and 
applauded,  but  only  after  ac¬ 
knowledging  to  themselves  that 
they  were  responding  to  a  man 
singing  a  very  provocative  song 
about  a  man.  The  beauty  of  using 
that  particular  song  is  that  it  is  one 
of  the  few  from  the  jazz/blues 
tradition  where  the  woman  clearly 
has  control  in  the  relationship.  It 
could  in  no  way  be  construed  as 
making  fun  of  women,  or  men 
who  dress  as  women. 

Overall,  the  performance  as  a 
whole  was  entertaining,  but  lack¬ 
ing  in  continuity.  A1  Collier  and 
Jim  Plumb  are  very  talented  per¬ 
formers,  but  this  act  only  began  to 
tap  their  resources.  They  are  good 
enough  to  get  away  with  pushing  a 
stronger  message  to  a  nightclub 
audience.  I’d  like  to  see  them 
write  material  that 

develops  their  side  theme  about 
sex-roles  and  cross-dressing.  May¬ 
be  not  everyone  would  under¬ 
stand,  but  the  tingle  that  seemed 
to  go  up  everyone’s  spine  when  A1 
did  Mae  and  Jim  did  Lucy  Brown 
(from  Three  Penny)  indicated  to 
me  that  they  have  hit  some  psy¬ 
chological  nerve. 


Old/New 

Continued  from  page  10 
is  something  that  is  almost  never 
addressed  in  gay  writing  and  to 
even  approach  the  topic  shows  a 
certain  amount  of  bravery.  The 
funeral  scene  here  left  not  a  dry  eye 
in  the  house  but  (Oscar  Wilde’s 
quip  notwithstanding)  it  comes 
dangerously  close  to  the  death  of 
Little  Nell. 

When  Lovers  first  opened  eight 
years  ago  it  was  a  major  break¬ 
through.  Starting  at  TOSOS  it 
soon  moved  to  off-Broadway 
where  it  successfully  played  for 
several  months.  While  there  had 
been  other  off-Broadway  shows 
with  gay  themes  Lovers  was  one  of 
the  first  to  have  an  up-front,  dis¬ 
tinctly  gay  liberationist  point  of 
view.  “Somehow  I’m  Taller”  —  a 
paean  to  gay  liberation  —  forms 
the  emotional  center  of  the  show 
and  reinforces  all  of  the  other  ac¬ 
tion.  Years  later  the  show  is  still 
relevant, althoughsomeageing  has 
occurred.  While  it’s  true  that 
problems  between  lovers  hardly 
ever  change,  there  is  a  political  na- 
>  ivete,  the  freshness  of  which  has 
worn  off  after  eight  years.  Perhaps 
in  response  to  all  those  plays  where 
gay  male  couples  break  up.  Lovers 
seems  to  have  a  distinct  bias  to¬ 
wards  the  concept  of  coupledom: 
George  and  Spencer  —  who  have 
been  together  for  20  years  —  are 
regarded  rather  smugly  as  being 
better  off  than  those  others  who 
are  in  search  of  Mr.  Goodbar.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  this  stability  comes 
across  as  dullness  —  I  thought  that 
George  probably  died  of  bore¬ 
dom,  the  20th  Century  answer  to 
whatever  did  in  Little  Nell. 

Musically  Lovers  has  held  up 
very  well.  Some  of  the  songs  “1 
Don’t  Want  to  Watch  TV/Twenty 
Years”  are  clearly  influenced  by 
Sondheim  (especially  the  songs 
from  Company),  but  much  better 
to  have  imitation  Sondheim  than 
imitation  Marvin  Hamlisch. 
“Help  Him  Along”  is  a  nice  calyp¬ 
so  number,  and  “Somebody, 
Somebody  Hold  Me”  is  a  fine 
torchy  ballad  that  would  have 
been  perfect  material  for  a  Billie 
Holliday  or  Diana  Washington. 

Lovers  is  an  assertion  of  gay 
pride  and  was  written  at  a  time 
when  gay  men  were  discovering 
their  pride  and  attempting  to  ex¬ 
press  it  to  a  hostile  world.  Atti¬ 
tudes  have  changed  (slightly)  in  the 
past  eight  years  and  Victor  Bum- 
balo’s  Niagara  Falls  concerns  itself 
not  so  much  with  the  questions  of 
gayness  as  it  relates  to  gay  people, 
but  rather  how  a  positive  gay  im¬ 
age  is  grappled  with  by  straight 
people. 

Niagara  Falls’  first  act  takes 
place  iq  the  Utica  kitchen  of  the 
Poletti  family.  Connie  and  Johnny 
are  preparing  for  their  daughter 
Jackie’s  wedding  when  they  are 


confronted  by  the  fact  that  their 
gay  son  and  his  lover  have  shown 
up  for  the  festivities.  Totally  shak¬ 
en,  they  have  to  review  the  entire 
situation,  their  lives  and  their  own 
relationship.  The  second  act  is  at 
the  Shangri-La  Motor  Inn  where 
Jackie  and  her  new  husband  are 
having  the  first  major  crisis  of 
their  three  hour  old  marriage. 
Jackie  —  after  speaking  to  her  gay 
brother  —  has  decided  that 
straight  people  have  boring  lives 
and  she  does  not  want  to  get 
caught  up  in  visiting  in-laws,  mak¬ 
ing  baked  ziti,  getting  fat  and 
growing  old.  The  catalystic  gay 
couple  remain  off-stage  for  both 
acts;  Bumbalo  is  more  interested 
in  their  effect  upon  straights. 

In  a  sense  Niagara  Falls  is  a 
straight  problem  play  in  much  the 
same  way  that  earlier  plays  were 
gay-problem  plays.  The  off-stage 
gay  couple  here  seems  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  adjusted  and  happy.  In  fact, 
everyone  keeps  mentioning  that 
the  son’s  lover  is  a  much  better 
looking  catch  than  the  daughter’s 
husband.  The  usual  theatrical  con¬ 
ventions  are  turned  inside-out; 
rather  than  gay  characters  reacting 
to  situations  imposed  by  straight 
culture  and  society  the  tables  are 
turned. 

The  best  part  of  Niagara  Falls  is 
Bumbalo’s  writing.  Chatty  yet  pre¬ 
cise,  he  is  able  to  capture  the  smal¬ 
lest  nuance  without  beating  you 
over  the  head  with  it.  The  dialogue 
is  witty  without  being  coy  or  out  of 
character  and  everyone  is  believ¬ 
able.  What  is  most  impressive 
about  the  play  is  the  compassion 
that  Bumbalo  has  for  all  of  his 
characters.  Unlike  Albert  Innaura- 
to’s  plays  (especially  Gemini, 
which  has  a  similar  plot)  Bumbalo 
really  likes  and  respects  his  charac¬ 
ters  —  even  when  they  are  at  their 
worst.  There  is  a  basic  humanity 
here  that  one  finds  in  very  few 
plays.  Niagara  Falls  manages  to  be 
a  gay  play  with  hardly  any  gay 
characters.  It  concerns  itself  with 
the  feelings  of  straight  people,  but 
it  never  loses  its  central  vision  of 
the  importance  and  dynamics  of 
gay  lives. 

The  productions  and  perform¬ 
ances  in  both  Lovers  and  Niagara 
Falls  are  quite  good.  Teri  Keane 
and  Joseph  Rose  as  the  parents  in 
Falls  are  exceptionally  good,  as  are 
Scott  Wakefield  and  Jim  Leutz  as 
the  leather  couple  in  Lovers. 

Both  Lovers  and  Niagara  Falls 
show  the  diversity  of  what  gay  the¬ 
ater  can  do.  Witty  and  intelligent, 
gay  theater  is  mapping  out  new  di¬ 
rections.  The  successful  revival  of 
Lovers  brings  back  a  bit  of  gay  the¬ 
ater  history  and  allows  some  re¬ 
flection  on  where  gay  theater  has 
come  from,  as  well  as  where  it  can 
go. 


Proud  Gaysl 

★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Please  help  us  make  our  photo 
spread  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride, 
USA,  a  success.  Send  us  a  black  and 
white  glossy  photo,  the  number  who 
participated,  the  theme  and  year 
(e.g.  first,  fifth),  and  a  quote.  Must  be 
in  by  July  14.  Send  SASE  if  you  want 
the  photo  returned. 
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□  25  weeks 
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$10.00  low  income 
□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  _ ; _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Brumfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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Account  Number  _ 


Expiration  Date  _ 

Signature  _ 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
>and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

GF,  27,  wishes  to  make  friends  w/other 
GF’s  in  the  Framingham/Worc  area.  I 
enjoy  a  variety  of  music,  the  outdoors  & 
friendly  get-togethers.  Let’s  get  to 
know  each  other.  Seek  and  you  shall 
find  (friends)!  GCN  Box  430. _ (1) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  made  it  and  went  all  the  way 
To  show  that  we  were  proud  and  gay. 

I  love  you  more  than  food. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

You  should  have  been  in  NY;  it  was  very 
Jewish. _ _ 

GERT 

Summer  may  seem  to  go  on  forever 
But  always  Fall  will  come 
Bringing  its  gift 

of  time  for  you  and  me. _ Bert. 

LAST  CHANCE!!! 

Cape  Cod  bike  trip  August  15  to  25  cost 
$225  complete.  Only  a  few  spaces  left. 
Write  now  for  details  Box  743,  Burling- 
ton,VT  05402 _ (50) 

N  SUBURBAN  &  BOSTON  AREA 
GWF,  20s,  attractive,  intelligent,  fem¬ 
inine  but  assertive  sks  to  meet  the 
same  for  companionship.  Sincere,  sen¬ 
sitive  &  into  dining  &  dancing.  GCN  Box 
435. _ (2) 

BUS  TO  MICHIGAN  WOMYN’S 
Music  Festival  from  Boston.  Lv  Wed, 
8/12,  1  pm;  ret  Mon,  8/18,  pm.  $105  aver 
income;  $95,  low;  $120  contr.  (Festival 
tix  not  included!)  Limited  space,  order 
by  7/23.  Low  income  scholarships  avail. 
Money  orders  only.  Send  with  SASE  to 
Boston  Women’s  Music  Express,  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 _ (2) 

Very  Warm  GWF  32  who  enjoys  life, 
love  &  giving  affection  wants  to 
respond  to  GF  who  feels  the  same 
caring  way!  Please  respond  warmly, 
GCN  Box  425. _ (1) 

MATCH-MATE 

No  matter  what  it  is,  MATCH-MATE, 
Ltd.  can  supply  you  with  interesting 
leads  for  partnership,  marriage,  or 
someone  to  write  to.  A  transitional 
service,  at  no  cost  to  you.  Inquire  today, 
MATCH-MATE,  Ltd.,  Box  12408,  San 
Diego,  CA  92112.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 

(2) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US,i 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  Box  19158,' 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (c) 

Weekend  retreat  for  women  writers  on 

South  Shore  women’s  farm.  Writing, 
discussions,  feedback,  camping  & 
swimming.  Led  by  Beth  Hodges.  July 
17-19,  $60.  Call  524-3169  for  info.  (1) 

GM  5 '10",  33,  good  shape  &  looks, 
golden  blond,  but  slightly  thinning  hair, 
seeks  a  new  friend  (some  emotional 
commitment),  not  much  older,  &  also  in 
good  shape.  Am  into  massage,  TM, 
beach,  films,  theater,  teaching,  real 
estate,  self  improvement.  Would  like  to 
meet  someone  with  similar  interests  or 
complete  opposite  (mechanically  or 
non-verbally  gifted).  No  strong  pref,  but 
am  especially  into  foreigners  and 
Latins.  Am  and  seek  a  man  who  is  at 
peace  with  self  &  world.  Enjoy  all  kinds 
of  sex,  but  this  is  not  just  a  sex  ad. 
367-0095;  please  keep  trying. _ (49)  ‘ 

LETTER-WRITING  TIME 
Angry  at  Mayor  White’s  firing  of  Robin 
MacCormack  &  removal  of  the  liaison 
position?  Don’t  be  lazy.  Write  today  and 
send  documentation  to  Rofes  do  GCN. 
We  must  all  do  our  part  in  this 
response.  

SEEK  PUBIC  SHAVING  INFO 
Young  guy  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  high  school-early 
college  experiences.  Free  copy  to 
those  who  contribute.  Skip,  11325  Blix 
St.,  North  Hollywood,  CA  91602.  (50) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  iaaua  for  you, 
why  pul  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  ara  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  aa  wall,  unlaaa  you 
raally  want  It  otharwlaa. _ 

TT you  wish  to  respond  to a  box  numBei) 
'in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class!' 
fieds.  Box  ,  22  Bromfield  St.. 

Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops) 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. _ _ 

FRIDAY  ~ 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

MED  TECH  OR  EQUIV 
Work  independently  in  friendly  clinic. 
Run  basic  lab  tests  and  process  send- 
outs.  FT  or  PT  at  excellent  salary  &■ 
fringes.  Send  resume  to:  FCHC,  16 
Haviland  St,  Boston,  MA  021 15.  (50) 


Gay  publisher/bk  distributor  has  full¬ 
time  opening  for  someone  to  do  invoic¬ 
ing  and  shipping.  Must  type  50  wpm. 
$160/wk  to  start,  $180  after  4  wks. 
Sasha  or  Hugh,  542-5679. _ (50) 

OUTREACH-FUNDRAISING 
9  to  5  a  direct  action  organization  con¬ 
cerned  w/employment  problems  faced 
by  working  women  is  seeking  individ¬ 
uals  to  do  community  outreach  &  fund- 
raising.  (617)  536-6003.  (44) 

MESSENGER/OFFICE  WORK 
needed  for  busy  Cambridge  (MIT  area) 
office.  Duties  include  deliveries  via  T  in 
Greater  Boston  area,  office  mainten¬ 
ance  including  cleaning,  whatever  else 
is  needed.  Gay  owned,  gay/straight, 
male/female,  casual  atmosphere  (but 
lots  of  work!).  This  is  an  entry-level 
(min.  wage)  job,  but  not  a  dead-end, 
either.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston  02115.  


APARTMENTS _ 

DORCH— 2  BLKS  TO  MBTA 
Spacious  Melville  Park  2  bed  w/Florida 
rm,  sundeck,  parking,  tile  bath,  ww 
carpet.  $450  heated  &  sec.  Owner  occ. 
288-8098  before  9  pm. _ (50) 

SOUTH  END— WORCESTER  SQ 
2  rm  apt  w/firepl,  refinished  fls,  freshly 
painted.  Share  bath  w/one  other.  1st, 
last,  1  mo  sec.  $225/mo  incl  heat  &  utils. 
262-8842. _ (50) 

MOVERS _ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Careful,  cheerful,  &  cheap  movers 
Anything,  anywhere,  anytime.  4  years 
experience  with  dollies,  pads  &  straps. 
Reliable.  783-0588,  925-5088,. 

'  0) 


RIDES _ 

RIDE  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO 
1  or  2  riders  needed  to  SF,  leaving 
Boston  July  3  or  so,  arrive  SF  4-6  days 
later.  You  must  be  able  to  drive  a 
standard  shift.  354-7885,  Ruth. _ (49) 

RIDERS  TO  SHARE 

Share  expenses  and  drivng  to  California 
in  VW  van.  Leaving  August.  (413) 
245-3655. 


SERVICES _ 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Send  SASE  for  details  to 
R.E.  Main,  70  Government  St. 
Kittery,  Maine  03904 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
,  Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ (28), 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
cepted. _ t _ (c) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qua. 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night. _ (25) 

MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esaleri 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN  i 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL.  | 
For  mown,  thdlr  trtanda,  and  lamllla*. 

(81 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  fN  A; 
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ROOMMATES _ 

LF  sks  LF  rmte  for  quiet  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Somerville  near  T  &  stores.  No  pets. 
$100/mo  plus  utils.  Call  eves  &  wknds 
625-9862. _ (50) 

Oak  Sq,  Brighton.  M  or  F  wanted  to 
share  6  rm  apt  w/GM  &  affectionate 
black  cat.  $200  plus  util.  Aug  1. 
782-4449  eves  &  wknds.  Keep  trying.  (50) 

Lg  12  rm  hse  in  Melville  Pk,  Dorc  on  Red 
Line  to  share  corr>f  well  equipped, 

friendly  w/privacy  $200  &  sec  util  inc. 
436-1538.  Paul,  early  am  &  pm. _ 

We  are  2  lesbian  women  looking  for 
roommates  sunny  Watertown  Apt  near 
T  rent  108  inc  ht.  We  are  semiveggie, 
non  smoker  not  separatist.  Musicians 
but  enjoy  quiet.  We  want  rmate  age  25- 
33  dependable  &  working.  No  pet 
926-2083. _ 

GM/LYNN-SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 
GM  w/2  cats  seeks  GM  21  to  35  to  share 
sunny  furnished  5-room  apt  nr  King’s 
Beach.  Must  be  neat  responsible  &  con¬ 
siderate.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Low  rent 
Call  6-9  pm,  595-1237. _ (1) 

GF  sks  2  GF's  for  warm  &  friendly 
indept  3  bdrm  apt  in  Brookline  in  excel 
shape!  Near  T  &  stores.  Avail  Aug.  1. 
151/mo  pis  util.  No  pets  or  separatists, 
please.  Helena  492-7100  x5136  (9-5). 
_ J50) 

LF  non-smoker  sks  same  for  6  rm  JP 
apt.  125/mo  plus.  Nr  T  w/off-St  parking. 
No  pets,  pis.  Avail  8/1.  Eves,  6-10 
524-2387  or  522-2189. _ (50) 

TIRED  OF  CITY  LIFE? 

LF  couple  seeks  1  or  2  women  to  share 
lg  hse  in  Canton.  Acre  of  land,  garden, 
w&d,  $225/mo  inc  utils.  Annette 
828-7278  aft  10  pm  or  before  8  am  or 
426-1 176  days. _ (5Q) 

Four  feminist/socialist  lesbians  sk  5th 
lesbian  rmte.  Hse  in  W.  Somville,  near 
Mass.  Ave.  $200/mo  inc  everything. 
Yard,  garden,  dog.  Prefer  age  25  pis. 
Pref  non  smoker.  Int  collectives.  1 
776-3340.  (50) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT  ' 
seeks  third  roommate.  Private  bedroom 
&  lots  of  common  workspace.  $1 55/mo 
incl  heat.  Call  Nancy  628-0617. _ (c) 

LF  sks  2  of  same  to  shr  cmftble  hse  in 
Wellesley.  $250+ shr  of  util.  Avail 
immed  235-6543  if  no  ans  pis  try  again 
later. _ _ (43) 

Allston— 5  rm  apt  $140  pis— communi¬ 
cative  GM  or  GF  to  share  w/one  articu¬ 
late,  easy-going  F  (29)  and  one  tough 
old  cat.  July  1.254-3218. _ (50) 

LF  22  sks  LF  22-28  for  charming,  fun  2 
br  apt  in  Newton  Upper  Falls.  225+. 
May  1.  Nr  T,  Pike,  9,  128.  No  smokers, 
cats.  Yard,  garden,  fully  furnished.  Kelli 
964-3245, 4-9  pm  or  965-3068,  days,  (c) 

Share  open  househld  w/3  women  on 
bus  line  private  rm  $100  plus  util.  Avail 
7/1  Medford.  Pis  call  aft  6pm,  wkends 
fine  391:2033. _ (I)" 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Tired  of  paying  high  rent?  Own  your  • 
own  home.  Low  $  down.  Low  interest 
rates  for  qualified  buyers.  Home 
ownership  counseling  free  for  Jamaica 
Plain  buyers.  Sat-Thurs  10-5.  Jamaica 
Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464. _ (50) ' 


VERMONT 

The  hideaway  you  always  dreamed  of? 
3  acres  on  a  Vt  hillside  —  one  rm  cabin, 
no  heat,  elec  or  running  water,  but  a 
year-round  mountain  stream  just  10  yds 
iaway.  Nearest  neighbors  almost  a  mile 
off.  Weston,  VT  right  in  heart  of  Green 
Mt  Nat  Forest.  Will  sell  or  lease  on  long 
term  basis.  (617)  259-0063. _ (c) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Coastal  Maine:  Funky,  comfortable 

womyn’s  rooming  house.  Harbor  views, 
fishing  village  —  reasonable  rates  wk 
exc  by  arrangement.  Sea  Gnomes’ 
Home,  Box  33,Stonington,  ME  04681. 
June-Sep. _ (46,50,4) 

RESORTS 


I’m  a  cute  GWM.  I’m  25.  I’m  unskilled 
but  wish  to  learn.  I  need  a  job  fast! 
Please  help  me.  GCN  Box  434.  (50) 


PENPALS _ 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  A  supportive, 
confidential  family.  7  yr  reliable 
reputation.  Intro  copy  $4  (mailed 

discreetly  first  class).  Free  info:  P.O. 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (8) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

HUGE  DOWNTOWN  BOSTON  LOFT 
Hourly  rental  for  parties  workshops 
equipped  with  8  ft  mirrors,  stereo,  kit- 
chen.  Call  426-0925  or  522-7461.  (1) 


viewi,  uumiuiiauie,  inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
May  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 

THE  ANDREWS  INN 
Bring  your  lifestyle  with  you. 

A  perfect  place  for  lovers! 

Call  now  for  reservations  or 
Free  Brochure  (802)  463-3966.  (3) 

FALLS  VILLAGE  INN 
For  womyn  to  be  together.  Rooms  in 
old  colonial  home.  Renovated  barn; 
cottage,  woods,  river,  pool,  tennis  ct. 
Rates;  $15-45.  Womon  owned:  Karen  or 
Jan  (203)  824-7479  or  (212)  369-0741. 

- - - (3 

PROVINCETOWN 

Stay  at  the  Plaza  Guesthouse  when  you 
come  to  Provincetown  seas,  rates  22 
sg.  32  db.  Parking,  share  bath,  quiet 
street  central  location.  11  Pearl  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-1818 
come  soon! _ (42-9/6  even) 

Perfect  for  lovers!  Enchanting  se¬ 
cluded,  wooded  Cape  Cod  apt  on  pond 
3  min  from  ocean.  P’town  not  far  (but  far 
enough)!  Eik  w/d.  Wkly:  July/$245,  Aug/ 
$285.  Very  special!  Reserve  now!  (617) 
255-3502. 


INSTRUCTION 


The  Women’s  Writer’s  Center,  Inc.:  an 

independent  institute  offering  a  year 
long  program  of  writing  workshops  and 
women’s  literature.  81-82  Visiting  Fac¬ 
ulty  include:  Broumas,  Cliff,  Grahn, 
Griffin,  Lerman,  Smith.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation:  WWC,  Cazenovia  College, 
Cazenovia,  NY  13035. _ (50) 

NOUVELLE  DESSERTS 
Pastry  chef  at  Le  Beau  Geste  Rest  to 
begin  4-wk  series  of  classes  on  July  13. 
Recipes  to  include  flourless  cakes  ice 
cream  &  sorbet  Marjolaine,  creme 
brulee,  buttercream,  Reine  de  Saba, 
genoise  etc.  Peter  864-6670. _ (50) 

JOBS  WANTED 

Mast  TV  Tech  15  yr  exp.  Pre-op  M  to  F, 
TS  wish  job  In  F  role.  Honest,  hard¬ 
working,  reliable.  Mass  MA  Use,  expect 
curren  sal  rates.  GCN  Box  433.  (50) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (4§ 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  CambMA02138.  (36) 

DX).B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues&Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  ail 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS. . . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write;  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (916) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GRAB  ITT  I 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable.”  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) _ 

FOCUS  CONTEST!! 

Focus'  annual  prose  contest:  $35.00 
prize  for  best  essay,  story,  or  personal 
history.  Focus  has  first  publication 
rights  on  all  entries  submitted.  Enclose 
SASE  for  return.  Contest  closes  Aug.  7, 
1981.  Send  to  Focus,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. (4) 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
do  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  R.  Sklba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
The  Cauldron  (Theater)  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-481 8 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

Box  8774,  Boston  02114  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right) 

do  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  LibertiesnUnion  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boyiston  St. 

Boston  02116 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
Haley  House  —  BC,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661  -3633 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186%  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000  x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


119  Merrimac 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Skippers,  252  Boyiston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boyiston  St.  426-0086 


Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754  263-9607 

Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  213,  W.  Boyiston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915  745-3848 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844  851-6711 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 

WOMEN _ 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 


Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 
Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Willlamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


725-4410 

471-8404 

542-5415 


5462645 

545-3438 

5460154 


RELIGIOUS 


AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boyiston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk„  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  6664)350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Belville  &  Assoc. 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  021 58 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boyiston  St.,  Boston  021 16 
Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline 
M.  Zucker.  acupuncture 
173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge 


4269444 

2661450 


267-7573 

843-5300 


864-8181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

9661311 

2663444 

661-0248 

9565293 

9662040 

232-1459 

924-3332 


BOOKS/BARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  8765310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  RlverSt.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boyiston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  2667778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  3368447 

Harry’s  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boyiston  St.  2662986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Kimmiea  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  354-8166 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  3367547 


Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, - 
Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 
One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 


522-5575 


624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  do  Women's  Center, 
Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  S<-,  Hartford  06105 
Shorelinewoman 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301 ,  Hartford  06103 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 


do  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 
Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 


W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  4368354 

Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 


522-2646 

787-1518 

522-5575 

777-9808 


4864738 

522-2763 

747-5451 

481-3575 

5262382 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

4362488 


Y 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 

8pm-midnight 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

7286023 

MEDICAL/COUNSEUNG 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle  Women’s  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  0291 2  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St„  Concord  03301  228-8049 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club, 

40  Pleasant  St„  Portsmouth  03801 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-6669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1250,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  9663012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address;  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  6268532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  2565969,499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists,  '"*■ 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.21stSt„  2nd  fl.,  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  Bethune  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  do  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  5963839,242-5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 


MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

5962597 

6746004 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 
Identity  Hpuse 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

6916969 

6860628 

2436181 

7999432 

7260114 

242-6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

6860628 

9896653 


STUDENT 


463-3966 

862-4296 


(eves)  338-6819 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  756-4226 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Sttaight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 
92  Bedford  St„  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women’s  Community 
do  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


New  Jersey  (201) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 


Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  7569053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  7626217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 
Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  2297949 


Lavender  Express  (Publications),  do  Pat  Freeman, 
Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  41 ,  Orange  07050 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 
College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903 


9961023 

7466196 

932-7886 


7761946 

863-1236 

862-4296 


7291750 


Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  056,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men  s  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Alternatives  Corner  (516)  483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  4626138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)  324-2468 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)2716750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  2446640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:3610  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)4756857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)831-2179 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)465-9246 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 


(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)4626138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 


WOMEN _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St„  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 


MEN 


Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)4399451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignlty/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamllton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  4626138 

Taon  Rave  nf  Now  Ynrk 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  4756857 


(607)  2566482 

(716)2446640 

(716)2756181 

(516)4292134 

(516)2467943 


New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,7999432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,8666651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  9896653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  5961445 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St: 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  2568097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

487A  Hudson  St.  10014  741-2247 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 


MEDIA _ 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4660423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)4626138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
(S10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


s- 


monday 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

*********  ***** 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 

Sunday 

Boston ,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at' 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 

Doofs  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 

$2. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston’s  Other  Voice," i 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the' 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

'Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 

Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  Wes' 

Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  ant 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested  ClHa\/ 

musicians  (i  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or  tUC5CIOy 

Rachel  742-7997. 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info- 
■228-8049. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women’s 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Calf  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of' 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Orleana,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group,' 
alternative  to  The  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
good'li  Vpm  *hlrd Sun' °reen RlverCafe. Os 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  hnd  Discussior 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info 
278-5475. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Boston, MA  —  Woman  energy  Is  needed  to 
help  prepare  this  year's  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march:  to  bring  public  attention  to  the 
violence  directed  against  all  women  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  preference,  age,  race,  econo¬ 
mic  class  or  able-bodledness,  at  all  times  but 
especially  at  night.  General  meetings  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (near  Mass.  Ave.; 
Northampton  T  stop).  7pm.  Come  work  with 
us  on  media  stuff,  posters,  flyers,  outreach, 
public  relations,  and  the  rally.  Info:  Rle  at  (617) 
277-7145  (leave  message  if  answering 
machine  answers). 

Watertown.MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Wednesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media' 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679 

MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  35  + 
womens  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass!  Ave 
8pm  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
montn. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 

Proyldence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County  —  Social/support  group  for 
lesbians.  8pm.  Info:  532-9236. 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son's  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  Is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo:338-9472 


Brattleboro.VT  — Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
428-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 


Boston, MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lpsbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Infd?426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Brockton.MA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University’s  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 

People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
On  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
lepderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


friday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


coming  events 
4  sat 


July 

Boston, M 


Boston, MA  —  People's  Independence  Rally 
and  Picnic  on  the  Common.  Noon.  Rally  to 
focus  opposition  to  Reagan  cuts  in  services 
and  to  military  buildup.  Organizations  fighting 
for  the  rights  of  women,  minorities,  labor  and 
gays  also  support  the  rally.  Speakers  include 
Barney  Frank  and  Dorothea  Manuela.  Music 
and  watermelon  for  the  Children.  Info: 

244-3557  or  969-1051. 

7  tues 

Boston.MA  —  Ongoing  Women’s  Theater 
Workshop  with  Marty  Kingsbury  of  the  Dol¬ 
phin  Theater.  Scene  study  and  improvisation; 

women’s  lives  and  autobiography.  Wear  4  A  Cpi 
clothes  which  are  accessible  to  movement.  I  V  I  I  I 
6:30pm  every  Tuesday.  lnfo:876-8819. 


Boston, MA  —  Meeting  for  people  who  want  to 
work  at  the  Cauldron  to  help  with  producing, 
networking,  outreach,  building  a  lesbian/gay 
theater  space.  22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison 
near  Dover  T  stop).  7pm.  lnfo:876-8819  or. 
427-2487. 


Cambridge, MA  —  Women's  Health  Dis¬ 
cussion  Group.  A  four  week  group  for  women 
to  develop  skills  and  share  health  information. 
Women's  Community  Health  Center.  639 
Mass.  Ave.  Rm  210.  Info:547-2302. 

Boston, MA  —  Angela  O’Callaghan,  singer/ 
songwriter,  will  perform  at  the  Oasis,  a  cof¬ 
feehouse  with  entertainment.  355  Boylston 
St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm. 
No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3. 


8  wed 


Boston, MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Suzanne  Jesse  Pearl 
and  Hillary  Kay,  original  women’s  music.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  Wednesday 
evenings  are  for  women  only.  $3. 


9  thurs 


BOSTON.MA  —  GCN  CAN  ALWAYS  USE 
SOME  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE  NEEDED. 
SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE. 


Cambridge, MA  —  Harvard/Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  present  a  dance  to  benefit  NGTF's  fight 
against  the  Family  Protection  Act.  Science 
Center  Cafe  (just  north  of  Harvard  Yard).  9pm- 
1am.  $2  w/college  ID,  $3  without.  Every  body 
welcome. 

BOSTON.MA  —  GCN  CAN  ALWAYS  USE 
HELP  SENDING  OUT  ITS  EVER-INCREASING 
NUMBER  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  Come  help 
and  have  fun!  See  Fridays  above  for  details. 
Cambrldge.MA  —  Outdoor  Sabbath  Service 
for  Am  Tikva.  Meet  In  front  of  MIT  chapel 
— rain  or  shine.  8  pm.  Followed  by  discussion 
on  International  Conference  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jews. 


Cambrldge.MA  —  Common  Ground.  (WMBR, 
88.1  FM)  8pm.  A  talk  with  some  men  involved 
with  the  Radical  Fairies;  plus  news  of  the 
week  and  music.  Every  Friday  evening.  Dig  it! 
Boston.MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Jim  Bouchard,  origi¬ 
nal  men's  and  folk  music.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  355  Boylston 
St.  (chapel  entrance).  $3 


11  sat 


Boston.MA  —  Benefit  dance  for  the  media- 
place,  formerly  the  Boston  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  featuring  Syd  Smart  and  the  Percussive 
Music  Workshop.  Raffle,  cash  bar,  general 
carrying  on.  8:30pm  til  late.  10  West  St.  (near 
the  Common)  $3.  lnfo:542-5351. 

Boston.MA  —  Proud  Pansies,  theater  event, 
men  only.  22  Randolph  St.  (The  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater),  off  Harrison  St.  (near 
Dover  T  stop).  8pm.  lnfo:427-2487. 

Boston.MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Bicycle  trip 
and  picnic.  Singing  beach,  Manchester,  MA. 
lnfo:Scott  (617)  776-4653. 

Boston.MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Pack  Monad- 
nock  Hike.  lnfo:Alan  (617)  658-4652  or  Dick 
(603)  880-3016. 

Cambrldge,MA  —  ERA  Information  Day,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Cambridge  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women.  Cambridge  Common  (Gar¬ 
den  and  Mass  Ave.)9-5pm.  Info,  refreshments, 
ERA  materials  and  helium  balloons  galore. 
Info:498-9014  or  visit  us  at  57  Inman  St. 


Boston.MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Maxine  Perchuk, 
original  women’s  music.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance) 

Boston.MA  —  Organizational  meeting  for 
ROCK  AGAINST  SEXISM.  Info:  Deni  at  GCN 
426-4469  or  Myrna  782-6679.  7pm.  Everyone 
welcome. 

12  sun 

Cambrldge.MA  —  Cambridge  Safehouse  Net¬ 
work  presents  docudrama  about  rape,  "  Primal 
Fear,"  at  Off  The  Wall  Cinema,  15  Pearl  St. 
Refreshments  and  discussion  follow.  Benefit 
for  the  Safehouse  Network.  1pm. 

13  mon 

Boston.MA  —  Gaymale  Theater  Workshop. 
Movement  and  creativity  with  Clover  Chango 
of  the  Cauldron  Experimental  Theater.  22  Ran¬ 
dolph  St.  (off  Harrison  near  Dover  T  stop). 
7:30pm.  Bring  movement  clothes  or  tights. 
Sliding  scale  suggested  donation. 


14  tues 


Boston.MA  —  Black  and  White  Man  Together 
(BWMT).  Report  on  San  Francisco  National 
Convention.  Steering  Committee  6:30pm; 
Meeting  8pm.  Bring  refreshments.  Info: 
536-9420  or  566-7466. 


ie  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


